
the top of the ridge or on the far side of 

the heath beyond the lower bogs.  On 

the open slopes, the springy close-

cropped turf is perfect for sitting and 

just watching and soaking up the sounds 

and fragrances of summer.  You will still 

hear the song of the yellowhammer and 

white throat, as they display from the 

top of a gorse bush or small tree.  You 

might not be the only creature basking 

in the sun, lizards, slow worms and 

grass snakes might be about too. The 

bog on the slope is still spectacular, 

with yellow marsh St Johnõs wort now 

in flower, as well as the spotted marsh 

orchids, sundew, cotton grass and yel-

low spikes of bog asphodel. Asphodel 

flowers have amazing woolly stamens 

with orange tips. It grows in the wettest 

soil, so indicates where not to walk, and 

the seeds have long tails at either end 

to help them float. Asphodelõs botanical 

name describes the shape of the flower-

ing head ð little rod, from the Greek 

narthex. The specific name ossifragum 

means bone-breaker from the belief 

that sheep who ate the plant developed 

brittle bones, although the real cause 

was the calcium-poor soil they grazed 

on. 

The Heath is very popular with fami-

lies and children 

at this time of 

year and dogs 

under control are 

welcome, please 

just remember to 

clean up after 

them. There are 

bins at the main 

entrances. 

You can get regu-

lar updates on 

the where cattle 

and sheep are 

grazing ask to be 

put on the circu-

lation rickardsian@yahoo.co.uk.  The 

Konik ponies are working on other 

KWT sites as the cattle and sheep are 

currently producing much better results 

for our heathland restoration. 

You can find details of events in the 

Ashford area by visiting http://

www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/whats-on 

or telephone 01622 662012 

Margery Thomas 
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VILLAGE HALL  
LOTTERY 

  

July Draw 
1st prize  £23.50  no. 150  

2nd prize  £14.10  no. 88  

3rd prize  £9.40   no. 141  

COST TO ENTER  only £1 per draw,  

£12 per year or £6 for six months   

Collect a form from  

HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE  
Or telephone Paula on 01233 628789 

or Peter on 01233 623568  

Hothfield Heathlands in August 
The heather that covers the open 

lower slopes of the heath starts to 

flower in August, carpeting the poor 

sandy soil in purple. Work over recent 

years to keep bracken and birch at bay 

has helped the heather maintain its hold 

and slowly increase. Heather produces 

large quantities of seed and this summer 

plenty of low young plants of a fresher 

green can be seen spreading out from 

the main area. Cattle will graze the soft 

tips of the young plants. The heather 

here is Calluna vulgaris, also called Ling. 

Cross-leaved heath, Erica tetralix, flow-

ers earlier, and is restricted to the wet-

ter areas.  Bell heather, Erica cinerea, 

the other British species, doesnõt occur 

here. 

Weather permitting, insects and but-

terflies will be foraging over the heather 

and other flowering plants and grasses, 

and their larvae will be munching away, 

including in the heather.  Look out for 

dragonflies and demoiselles hunting and 

mating over the wet areas, there are 

fourteen regular species which includes 

the Broadbodied Chaser in electric 

blue, plus the Keeled Skimmer which in 

Kent only occurs here. 

For a shady walk head for the Triangle 

behind the main car park, the woods on 

Keeled Skimmer   Photo: Val Butcher 

Yellowhammer    Photo: Val Butcher 

Bog Asphodel 

mailto:rickardsian@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/whats-on
http://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/whats-on
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Sunday 7 August  

Trinity 11  

11.00  

The Eucharist  

A service of Holy 

Communion in modern 

English, with hymns 
 

Sunday 14 August  

Trinity 12  

11.00  

Matins  

Morning Prayer from 

the Book of Common 

Prayer (1662)  

with hymns 
 

Sunday 21 August  

Trinity 13  

11.00  

The Eucharist  

A service of Holy 

Communion in modern 

English, with hymns  
 

Sunday 28 August  

Trinity 14  

11.00  

H4 Service  

Informal, lots of singing, 

a good introduction to 

the church. 

Services  

at Saint 

Margaretõs  

in August 

COFFEE  
MORNING  

The next  

 

 

 

 

 

will be held on Tuesday 6 September  
 In the Village Hall from 10.00am          

Note: NO Coffee Morning in August  

A Taste of France  

ð in Tenterden!  
Delighted, recently, to discover a real French 

café in Tenterden High Street. Eric and Isabelle 

make perfect French coffee and serve it with 

croissants and other delights. They stock up regu-

larly with French cheeses and sausages and so on, 

and are always ready for a chat; an enjoyable way 

to brush up your French! Find them on the High 

Street, just past Station Road. 

A Service to Commemorate  
The 127 Canadian Wing 

and 
the American 362nd Fighter Groups  

 
Each year, a number of people gather at the Memorial in 

Bedlam Lane in Egerton Forstal to remember the men and 

women of 127 Canadian Wing, and 362 American Fighter Group, 

who were stationed here during the Second World War. Many 

gave their lives, or were injured during the war. Each year, we 

have recalled the part they played, and their sacrifice, with 

gratitude and thanksgiving. 

The short service will take place this year at 2.30pm on Sunday 

August 21st. Due to various factors, this is likely to be the last 

service of its type to be held at the Canadian Memorial. All are 

very welcome to attend. 

Rev. Canon Sheila Cox 

GARDENING TIPS  

from Caroline Knight  
Top tips for watering in August:  
¶ Dig a tiny hole with a trowel. You need only go down about 

3cms. If the soil is moist, you don't need to water today. 

¶ Lift up your pots. They will be lightweight when the soil is dry. 

Pots need much more water than plants in the garden. 

¶ Make sure you water thoroughly when the time is right. Water 

the garden deeply but infrequently. Your plants will learn to 

search for water and will grow stronger. 

¶ Water in the early morning.  It reduces the chance of mildew.  

¶ Water the soil, not the plant. Avoid making foliage and flowers 

wet. They can scorch in the sun. 

¶ Make a trough or a dip in the soil.  It helps to keep the water 

where you want it. 

¶ Mulch. It conserves moisture. 
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 Village Hall 
  

Regular Activities  
  

Mondays Country Dancing 7.30 to 10.30pm 

Tuesdays Bowls 7-9pm. Come and join us! 

Wednesdays   Dog Training 5.30-9pm 

Thursdays   Merry and Bright  2-4pm,  

  Bingo 6.30-8.30pm 

Rugby Tots Saturday 9-11.45am. 
  

To book the Village Hall for your  

Parties, Get -togethers, etc.,  

please ring Diane on 01233 329824.  
 

Prices: Village  £7.50 per hour, Outside Village £10.00/hour  

All Day Hire ð Village £175.00 (£175.00 deposit required).  

All Day Hire ð Outside Village  £250.00 (£250.00 deposit)  

Children's Birthday  £35.00 first 4 hours, then at hourly rate.  

(£25.00 deposit required).  

ANYONE FOR  

é BOWLS? 
The Bowls Club, which meets in 

the Village Hall every Tuesday, 

has lots of space for new mem-

bers. Why not drop in and try 

your hand? Young or old, for all 

you know you could be a future 

champion! 

BLUEBELLS  
Childrenõs Centre 

WATCH OUT FOR SCAMMERS IN YOUR STREET 

We have received reports of consumers being approached by fraudsters claiming to work for the drainage company Dyno-Rod.  

One consumer was asked to pay £7,800 upfront for equipment hire to support his drains. He later telephoned Dyno-Rod for an 

update only to be informed that he had been a victim of fraud. 

Dyno-Rod engineers wear distinctive uniforms in orange/brown, drive highly visible dayglow orange vans, and carry ID that can 

be verified on a national phone number. 

Never ask for cash up-front or solicit for work at the doorstep. If you need some work done, for a list of Kent County Council 

approved traders visit www.Checkatrade.com 
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The results of the Gardenersõ Competition had not been decided at 

the time we went to press. When the judges have made up their 

minds, the results will be posted on the Parish notice board outside 

the Post Office, and the winners will be notified personally.  

The prizes will be presented at the Harvest Supper in the Village Hall 

on 1 October. 

Hothfield Gardenersõ Competition 2016 

The judges, Viv and Alan from Godinton House  &Gardens:  
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