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Facts about 

grazing cattle 

and ponies  

More and more peo-
ple are visiting Hoth-

field Heathlands to see the livestock, 
which have become an integral part of 
the landscape. People are always ask-
ing us for more information about our 
animals, so I have put together some 
facts about our hairy workers 

Grazing is an essential part of nature 
conservation. The open habitat of 
Hothfield Heathlands has been created 
by thousands of years of grazing, more 
recently by domestic animals and be-
fore that wild herbivores such as deer 
and even bison! 

Cattle and ponies used for wildlife 
conservation are normally traditional 
breeds that are good at coping with 
rough grazing. These tend to be 
smaller and more docile than modern 
breeds. Cattle, in particular are natu-
rally scared of you; especially 

if you have a dog. Try not to startle 
them as they may panic. 

The cattle at Hothfield are High-
land cattle. We do not have any 
bulls, the herd is made up of cows 
(adult female cattle that have had 
calves) heifers (young female cat-
tle) and steers (castrated male cat-
tle). All the cattle (male and female) 
can have horns.  

The ponies are a Polish breed 
called Konik (which is Polish for 
pony!) Most of the ponies are mares 
(female) but we do have 3 geldings 
(castrated males). There are no stal-
lions on site, and none of the mares 
are pregnant (just fat!) 

It is important that people do 
not feed the cattle or ponies ð 
this can have health implica-
tions, and will encourage them to be 
a nuisance to other people. 

The ponies tend to stay at Hothfield 
for the whole year, whilst the cattle 
will be moved to another Kent Wildlife 
Trust reserve for the winter. 

 

People and Livestock  

Some people can be nervous about 
being close to large animals.  If you 
would prefer to appreciate the ani-
mals from the other side of a fence, 
there are maps on the information 
boards, detailing which compart-
ments they are grazing in. 
 
When walking among the animals:  
Å If they have not seen you,  let them 
know you are there by talking to 
them gently.  
Å Move through the group quickly 
and calmly. 
 
If the animals start following you:  
Å Do not panic and run away, they 
are probably being inquisitive and 
may run to keep up with you. If you 
stop, they will keep a safe distance 

from you. 
Å Raise your voice ð but do not shout ð 
and raise you arms to make yourself 
look bigger ð but do not wave them 
about. Make eye contact with the cat-
tle to keep them at a distance.  
Å Walk briskly away, keeping an eye on 
the cattle and on your footing. 
 
If you have a dog:  
Å Keep your dog close to you, in sight 
and/or on a lead when visiting an area 
with livestock. 
Å Avoid walking amongst cattle wher-
ever possible. 
Å If cattle chase you and your dog, it is 
safer to let go of your dog's lead ð cat-
tle see dogs as a much greater threat 
than humans, and a dog free from its 
lead is able to escape. 

 
All of the cattle and ponies are 

owned by the Kent wildlife Trust. We 
have a team of volunteers who help 
check them on a daily basis. If you 
would like to get involved, contact the 
warden on 
ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk  
or 01622 662012. 

Hairy Workers on the Common 



Be smart, go green ð  
get the Recycle for Ashford app now   
 

Residents who want information about recycling and waste disposal 
at their fingertips can now download a free smartphone app. 

The app, launched by Ashford Borough Council, allows residents to 
find out blue box collection dates, search for their nearest recycling 
and waste disposal centres, find out what items can be recycled 
where and set collection reminders.  

The Recycling for Ashford App is available for iphone and Android 
devices, and the information can also be found on the 
www.ashford.gov.uk website. 

Ashford Borough Council is one of the first local authorities in the 
country to launch a smartphone recycling app. 

Cllr Jessamy Blanford, portfolio holder for Environment, said: 
òAshford Borough Council wants to make finding out information 
about recycling as easy as possible for our residents and with many 
people now owning smartphones we are pleased to offer them this 
new service. 
òImproving the boroughõs recycling and waste services is one of the 

key priorities in our five-year business plan and we hope by making it 
easier to find out information residents will be able to recycle more.ó 

Dean Spurrell 
Communications and Marketing Manager 

THE CHARING GUILD OF PLAYERS PRESENTS 

Steel Magnolias  
A play by Robert Harling 

Wed. 16 November to Sat. 19 November 2011 
7.30pm in the Church Barn, Charing 

Tickets £7.00 
Tickets will be available from 7th November  

from Wood You Like, School Road, Charing  

(01233 713725). Tickets will also be sold on the door. 

This is advance notice that Richard Webb is once 
again kindly hosting a  

 
in Charing Church Barn on 26th November.   

lf you would like to come along and make up a table of 6 
please contact Pearl Goldsmith on 713912 to make a 

booking.  The ticket price (not decided at the time of writ-
ing!) will include refreshments, but bring your own drinks.  

Choral Concert  
in aid of the St Mary, Westwell Restoration Fund. 

 

The Dawn Chorus, conducted by Sarah Geering,  

will be performing at St Maryõs Church, Westwell  

on Sunday, 6th November at 6.00pm.  

Tickets are £6 and are available from  

Martin Wyatt (01233 712150)  

or Sue Wood (01233 623902).  

The programme is in two halves:  

the first is sacred music (from Tallis to Jenkins), 

the second songs from the shows.  

The Dawn Chorus has previously appeared  

at the Egerton Music Festival.  

http://www.ashford.gov.uk/


time to show me around 
the church and in par-
ticular showed me the 
ôTufton Chapelõ where 
there are two life-size 
statues of two past 
Tuftons.  Nicholas 
Tufton held several titles 
as well as being a Mem-
ber of Parliament and 
Baron and Sheriff of 
Westmorland. He is re-
corded as spending three 
and a half years in the 
Tower of London in con-
nection with his loyalty 
to King Charles II, and 
died in November 1679. 

The other statue is of 
George Tufton who was 
born in 1650 here at 
Hothfield.  His statue 
records that he went to 
war across France and 
Germany at the age of 15 
but within a year was severely injured 
in battle.  He lingered for four years 
while being transported back across 
Germany and France where he died of 
his wounds at Thanet House in Alder-
gate Street.  His body is one of those 
that is now in the vault below Rainham 

church and his statue was 
erected by his grief-
stricken mother. 
I was not allowed into the 
vault as the coffins are 
now splitting open and 
there is a health risk, but 
I am grateful to St. Mar-
garetõs, Rainham for tak-
ing time to show me the 
Hothfield connections.  I 
would recommend a visit 
to their church if you are 
ever in the Rainham area. 
 
Mystery solved  

(well, one out of 

three)  

You might remember 
that in the September 
edition I explained that 
weõd bought five paint-
ings of different scenes of 
Hothfield, but that three 
of them were mysteries 

The Rainham ð Hothfield  

Connection  

If you go to Rainham, in the Medway 
Towns, you will find a Hothfield Road 
and a Tufton Road, but why?  The past 
Earls of Thanet (later to be given the 
title Lord Hothfield) were wealthy land
-owners and very influential people.  
In the 1600s the Earl of Thanet owned 
land in Rainham, Scotland, as well as 
Appleby (where the current Lord 
Hothfield now lives) and many other 
parts of the UK.  At one time the Hoth-
field estate was one of the wealthiest 
in the country. 

In our church there is a large decora-
tive tomb to a number of the Earlõs 
family, whose name was Tufton.  Sadly 
the tomb used to get flooded and so 
the bodies were moved to Rainham 
church, and the tomb relocated to 
where it is now (but itõs now empty).  
Itõs probably no coincidence that our 
church here at Hothfield and the 
church at Rainham are both named 
after St. Margaret of Antioch.  Rain-
hamõs church is bigger than ours but 
has a similar history, with much of the 
architecture coming from the same 
periods of time. 
Iõm very grateful to Rainhamõs 

Churchwarden, Joyce, who took the 

Hothfield History Society 

George 

Nicholas 

as they were entitled ôThe Duck Pondõ, 
ôSinder Laneõ and ôMr Fentonõs farmõ, 
but we didnõt know where they were.  
These titles had been written on the 
frames by the antique dealer where we 
found them. 

By coincidence a former Hothfield 
resident, Michael Bates, contacted us 
and told us his recollections of Hoth-
field living in a Nissen hut and then in 
a Council House.  Amongst his memo-
ries Michael mentioned Mr Bentonõs 
Farm and I asked him where that was.  
Mr Bentonõs Farm is in Westwell on 
the road from Hothfield and is known 
as Ripple Court Farm.  I have taken the 
original painting out of its frame and 
the inscription on the back does look 
like ôBenton's Farmõ and not 
òFentonõsó. 

Michael now lives in Liverpool but I 
shall share some of his story with you 
in another Newsletter.  Weõre still 
looking for the Duck Pond and Sinder 
Lane.  Michael remembers a pond on 
the edge of Hothfield Heathland, near 
the sewage works (which isnõt there 
any more) as being called the Duck 
Pond ð but I donõt think itõs the same 
one as painted by Harden a hundred 
years ago. 

Chris Rogers 



HOTHFIELD VILLAGE HALL  HALF YEAR REPORT 
2011 has been (and continues to be) 

an exciting time for your Village Hall.  
We have been busy with regular book-
ings from the likes of the Youth Club, 
the Film Club, Rugby Tots, dog train-
ing, dance, and so on.   Additionally, 
bingo, darts, Merry and Bright, Bowls 
have been regular users of the Hall for 
many years.  Apologies to anyone I 
have left out.  All of the above are aug-
mented by bookings for childrenõs par-
ties, birthdays, weddings, etc. 

Although the Hall is looking well, 
work on improvements continues.  
òAwards for Alló are funding new 
chairs and tables, as well as the taking 
down of the dangerous tree at the far 
end of the car park.  Thanks to Hedley 
Grenfell-Banks (advised by Bob Rivers) 
for securing the funding to undertake 
this important work.  We have also 
received support from the Garfield 
Weston Foundation, which will help 

towards the cost of insulating the roof 
and ceilings.  This will, we hope, make 
the Hall warmer in winter and save 
money on heating bills.  Efforts are 
currently in hand to raise further 
funds to cover these costs, as well as 
replacing worn carpets by the kitchen, 
together with the vinyl-covered area. 

All of this would not be possible 
without the hard work and continuous 
efforts of the Village Hall Committee.  
An example was the Village Fete ð a 
day enjoyed by all.  Another recent 
example of their work and that of the 
Friends of St Margaretõs was the Har-
vest Festival Village Supper.  This was 
well attended and hopefully enjoyed 
by all.  It wouldnõt have happened 
without the hard work of both com-
mittees. 

Sharon, our booking clerk for the 
last few years, has sadly left.  However, 
we now have Carol, who will take your 

Village Hall 

Bookings 

Harvest 

Supper 
The annual supper provided by the 

Friends of Saint Margaret's was once 

more a great success. The Hall looked at 

its best, the seats were full, and the food 

was great. What more could you ask? 

bookings on 01233 610455. 
A number of events are planned for 

the coming months: a jumble sale at 
the end of October (too late for this 
edition of the Newsletter), a quiz night 
in November, the possibility of a New 
Yearõs party, Hothfieldõs Got Talent, 
country and western dance.  The list 
goes on. 

If you or anyone in your family has 
any suggestions on how we can im-
prove our Village Hall, do let us know.  
Also, if you have any ideas on events 
you would like to have us arrange, do 
let us know. 

Finally, our thanks to everyone who 
works for or supports our Village Hall.  
It is one of the very best in the Bor-
ough of Ashford. 

Tina 
Contacts:  

Tina Marden (07773191050) 

Kay Pender (01233 463497) 


