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Over the last month or two we have 
had an increase in Anti-Social 
Behaviour in the village of Hothfield.  
This bad behaviour cannot and 
will not be tolerated any longer as 
the damage that has been caused, 
and the cost to ALL the residents 
of Hothfield, is now having a very 
big impact on the money available 
to the Parish Council. This money 
is supposed to be spent on things 
that will benefit all the residents 
of the Parish.   

To give everyone an opportunity 
to understand the amount and 
type of damage being caused  by a 
few irresponsible youths, I have 
listed a few of the recent acts that 
have been a cause of concern. 

This wanton damage has been caused 
by youths from Hothfield using either 

air rifles or catapults. 
Although some of these acts of 

vandalism have been reported to the 

Police, not all have.  PLEASE 
understand that unless you report 
things like this as and when they 

occur, nothing can be done to stop 
them happening again and again.  
Please report all such acts on 01233 

611055 to make the Police aware, 
and to get a reference number 
which will permit you to seek 
redress through your insurance.  If 
no report is made to the Police, 
then no action or follow-up will 
take place. 
Some names have now been passed 
to the Police regarding the youths 
who are using air rifles and 
catapults to cause this damage. 
There is every chance that they 
will be getting a visit very soon. 
IF YOU SEE ANY YOUTHS 

USING AIR -RIFLES OR 

CATAPULTS IN HOTHFIELD 

PLEASE REPORT THIS TO  

01233 611055 OR 01622 690690. 

Dave Backley, Community Warden 

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN HOTHFIELD 

¶ Damage to the Perspex roof of the  

bus shelter caused by stones  

[approx £600 to replace]  

¶ Damage to the new glass front door  

of the village hall caused by stones  

  [approx £500 to replace]  

¶ Two windows in houses broken by 

stones 

¶ Windows broken in greenhouses  

by stones 

¶ Five street lights broken  

¶ Two Lights on the Multi -Use Games 

area broken [approx £600 to replace]  

Peggy Field 
It is with sadness that we report the 

recent death of Peggy Field.  Peggy's 
contribution to the spirit of Hothfield 
was notable, in particular the launch 
of the Newsletter. In the days before 
desktop publishing, Peggy typed the 
news which was then duplicated. 
After that the pages were stapled 
together with the help of a friend . 
The Newsletter was distributed by 
helpers, who were paid by Peggy out 
of her own pocket.  When one thinks 
about it,  a really amazing personal 
contribution.  

Then, as now, the newsletter played 
an important part in the life of our 
village and it is to the benefit of all of 
us that something Peggy started is 
being maintained. 

Peggy was an example of a public-
spirited person doing her very best 
for the benefit of the whole village of 
Hothfield. 

Peter Patten 

Once again another year has passed and our Singing Ladies, though few in num-
ber now, have had a successful year and have raised a wonderful £650 for their 
favourite charity, The Dame Vera Lynn Trust for Children with Cerebral Palsy. 
They put on over 30 concerts last year and they have several bookings already for 
2011. They would like to say a big thankyou to all who have so generously made 
donations to them so that they can forward them on to a very worthy charity.  

I, too, would like say thankyou to all the Singing Ladies for giving so much time 
to practice the singing which they love doing for the entertainment of others. 
With every good wish for 2011. It is said that 'Singing is good for the Soul'.   

Ethel Haley.   



Bearsted Choral Society 

Concert at Charing church 
BCS came to Charing last Sunday 12th 
December to sing Handelõs Messiah 
and a selection of Christmas carols. 
The church and the choir shared the 
proceeds of £890 and we would like to 
thank all those who braved the cold in 
the church, your stoicism was very 
much appreciated and we hope that 
the mulled wine and mince pies went a 
little way to warm you. 

Ashford  

Citizens' Advice Bureau 
If you would like free impartial and 

confidential advice, ring 01233 626185, 
and speak to someone in person. Alter-
natively you may be put through to an 
answerphone, on which you can re-
quest a callback. 

Village Hall 
I would like to thank everyone for 

their support with our Christmas 
Bazaar and the Children's Party. 
Both went off very well and it was 
nice to see the hall being used for 
and by the local community.  

I would like to say a special 
thanks to Graham and Pat Warren 
and Peter and Sue Patten for theirs 
very kind donations of gifts for the 
Children's Party. They  were very 
much appreciated.  

I hope to see many of you at our 

Quiz Night in February and our 
Jumble Sales in April (dates to be 
announced next month).  

If you have any Jumble or un-
wanted Christmas presents, please 
take them to 52 Beech Drive.  

We can also collect, so if you have 
any items for collection please call 
Tina on 07773 191050. 

I would like to wish you all a 
Happy New year. Many thanks to 
all who support us.   
Tina Marden, Chair for the Village Hall. 

Fun 
Quiz 
Night  
26th February  
starting 7pm in the 

Village Hall.  
  

Teams of up to six people.  

Entry is £5 per head  

which includes a Ploughman's 

supper or a Chilli.   
 

There will be prizes for the 

winning team, and booby prizes 

for the losers.  
 

Tickets on sale at  

Hothfield Post Office  



Hothfield Heathlands 

THE GODINTON HOUSE PRESERVATION TRUST  

Godinton House, Godinton Lane, Ashford, Kent.  TN23 3BP 

Garden Workshops in the idyllic surroundings of Historic Godinton House  
Workshops are led by Head Gardener, Viv Hunt and Fiona Abrahams, lecturer from 
Hadlow College, run from 9.30am ð 12.30pm, £45.00 per person.  Rose Pruning, 5th 
February, Spring Tasks, 26th February.   These courses provide a friendly, informal 
learning environment for complete beginners to real enthusiasts.  
 
Rose pruning ð 5th February  
A demonstration of rose pruning and training techniques on the climbers, ramblers, bush 
and shrub roses throughout the fabulous gardens.  How to produce better flowering, healthy plants and advice on year round 
care and companion planting.  A hands-on session will be held in the rose garden so that all participants can practise what 
they have learnt and leave them feeling confident enough to be really bold with their own roses.  
 
Spring tasks ð 26th February  
Using the twelve acres of varied gardens at Godinton to look at all the 
jobs you could be tackling in your own garden in spring. This will 
include pruning of shrubs and climbers, getting the fruit and vegetable 
garden started for the season ahead, and lawn care.  
 
Participant numbers are kept low to give everyone the opportunity to 
ask questions relevant to their particular gardens.  Giving people the 
knowledge and confidence to tackle projects in their own garden.  Hot 
drinks will be provided but make sure to wear something warm as the 
majority of the morning will be spent outside. 
 
Booking is essential, please contact Rachael on 01233 643854. 
info@godinton-house-gardens.co.uk 



Parish Council 

To Grit or  

Not to Grit? 
Over the last twelve months there has 

been a great deal of discussion as to 

whether the Parish Council should take 

on the job of gritting our pavements 

during periods of severe weather but, as 

I write this article, no clear decision has 

yet been reached. The Councilôs insur-

ance company has been consulted and 

has warned that all the correct proce-

dures for snow clearing must be carried 

out in order to avoid possible future liti-

gation.  

A further issue for the Council is the 

cost of purchasing the grit and the bin, 

the training of any individual agreeing to 

clear snow and grit pavements. Should a 

potentially large sum of money be ear-

marked to meet costs such as these?  

 

Therein lies our problem. 

 

Many of you reading this article must be 

wondering why the Parish Council does-

nôt take a more pragmatic view of the 

health and safety regulations and try to 

work out a compromise solution. We all 

have a duty of care towards the residents 

of our village and I donôt have to look 

far to give you an example of someone 

who embodies this duty of care. Dave 

Beckley our Community Warden braved 

the icy pavements to check on many 

elderly people and to help with their 

shopping. Jay and Bena at the Post Of-

fice also did what they could to help and 

I know that many of you helped your 

neighbours. Thanks to everyoneôs efforts 

most of us were able to get about in 

comparative safety 

Shirley Whittington 

DOG FOULING 
 
Just to REMIND dog owners that 1 have got another 
supply of POOP bags which are  free to anyone. 
Who wants them? My address is 25 Beech Drive. 

Rose Perkins 

Results of the Christmas Raffle in aid of 

Bethany after her car accident in July 

Thank you to all who bought Raffle tickets  
in aid of Bethany.  
The amount raised was £300. 
A big thankyou to the residents of Church Lane for their 
kind donation of a Christmas Hamper and three Bottles.  
Also Mr Phil Morris, a farmer of Smarden, for donating 
the fresh Turkey; it is most appreciated. 
All Raffle Prizes were claimed. 

 


