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A recent Spring Clean at Hothfield
Heathlands Nature Reserve resulted in
over 30 black sacks being filled with
litter by volunteers in just two
hours. Over 200 dumped brochures
and various abandoned car parts were
also picked up.

The Nature Reserve had become inun-
dated with rubbish often thrown over
the fences from passing vehiclesAs
well as detracting from this beautiful

area, bottles, cans and plastic bags can

create lethal traps for small mammals
and birds. Kent Wildlife Trust, who
manage the Reserve, arranged the
Spring Clean and provided all the nec-
essary equipment.On this occasion,
the targeted area was the
6Triangl ebd
Station Road).We would like to say a
big thank you to the 16 happy volun-
teers who came along on the sunny
Saturday morning to lend a hand
and who made this event
Qéy such a great succesdNe
are very grateful to the six
local residents from Hoth-
field who came along to
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help as well as all the other dedicated
volunteers who travelled from Char-
ing, Ashford and Canterbury.A special
word of thanks goes to the children
who mucked in and did a great job.
Whether it was the cleaner reserve or
possibly the influx of rain, but the
wildlife on Hothfield Heathlands
seems to have had a recent boost.
There must have been several thou-
sand tiny toads hopping across the
reserve, dispersing from one of the
larger water bodies, and now looking
for more food (mostly insects) across
the site. The orchids in theébog next to
Lakeside have been spectacular, we
counted over 600 southern marsh or-
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chids, but it is likely that we missed
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more than we counted.
If you would like to find out about
the wildlife and management of the
Reserve, or to find out more about the
regular and sociable volunteering days
on Hothfield Heathlands, please con-
tact lan Rickards on 07889 737839 or
email ian.rickards @kentwildlife.org.uk
Daniel Goddard, Trainee Warden,
lan Rickards, Ashford Area Warden
Kent Wildlife Trust, Tyland Barn,
Sandling, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3BD

tel: 01622 662 012 | fax: 01622 671 390

www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk

Protecting Wildlife
for the

Registered Charity No. 239992
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Police News

At this time not much has been re-
ported to me, but we are still on the
case of nuisance bikes and use of air
rifles. PC Gary Hastings is settling into
his new area and has been dealing
with a few Wildlife issues as this is
another role of his.

If you are going away on your sum-
mer holidays it is worth while telling
one of your neighbours so they know
where you are and can keep an eye or
your property; an emergency contact
number would also be useful.

PCSO Martin Sabir

PC Gary Hastings is on 07980 770 577.
Dave Beckley, KCC Community Warden
is on 07811 271 306.

Crossword Solution (see Page 7)
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Two little boys were talking:

"My Dad works twelve hours a day to give
me a nice home and good food. My Mum
spends the whole day cleaning and cooking
for me. I'm really worried."

"What have you got to worry about?"

"What if they try to escape?"

Eric's
Lucky Escape

THE RSPCA was called out to the
village after a pet cat was caught in
a cruel snare.

The Inspector was notified by Hoth-
field resident Melodie Foreman who
had rushed her pet Eric to the emer-
gency vet to have the twisted loop of
wire removed from his back leg.

The vet advised Eric's anxious owner
to contact the RSPCA immediately and
said Eric had been very lucky to escape
with his life.

Melodie (who is Editor and Publisher
of Ashford's TN24 Magazine) said:
"The RSPCA inspector took the whole
horror very seriously and on examin-
ing the snare which had been cut from
the cat's leg commented how it was
crudely homemade from curtain wire.

lllegal elsewhere

Melodie explained: "In the rest of
Europe, quite rightly, snares are illegal
because of the pain and cruel death
they inflict on the captured animal.

Today there is a strong campaign in
Britain to have them banned too.

"It's not just cats that can fall victim
to these deadly devices but pet dogs
too. The RSPCA said snares do not de-
ter wildlife as another animal will al-
ways take the place of one which has
been killed.

"Any animal caught in such a device
is likely to suffer greatly."
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Below: the snarg
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If you haven't received yours by the
third of each month, email or tele-
phone the Editor so we can put
things right. Of course, there are
always spare copies in the Post Of-
fice and the church, and you can
read us online at
www.hothfieldnews.co.uk or
www.hothfield.org.uk.
There are also whole new albums of
pictures of the village to be seen on
www.hothfieldnews.co.uk

HOTHFIELD
VILLAGE HALL
LOTTERY

The ninth draw took place on
6 June 2011
and the prize winners were:
1st prize: £30.25 No: 085
2nd prize: £18.25 No: 121
3rd prize: £12.10 No: 100

RAISING FUNDS FOR
OUR VILLAGE HALL

The next draw will take place at the
Village Hall Management Commit-
tee Meeting 4 July 2011
Tickets always on sale
COST TO ENTER only £1 per draw
£12 per year or £6 for six months

JOIN NOW Collect a form from
HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE

Or telephone Paula on 01233 628789
Or Peter on 01233 623568
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YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT!



A Tribute to Ethel
Haley from The
Hothfield Singers

Ethel was our Treasurer for 13years.
She would pass the donations we re-
ceived to Dame Vera Lynn for her
Charity 'Children with Cerebral Palsy".
She received many, many letters of
thanks from the Charity for them.

She allowed us to use her home for
our practice sessions and would always
provide us with tea and cakes. She al-
ways took great interest in what we
did and where we went to perform.

She would put together the pro-
grammes for us to follow.

Sadly because of her health problems
this arrangement came to an end.

Ethel still continued in her role as
Treasurer and always showed great
interest in our progress. We will miss
her and will always be thankful to her
for the role she played in our group.
Graham Parker

Ethel died on June 6 at the age of 91
after a short iliness. Her funeral was
on Monday June 20 in St. Margaret's
Church. All the pews were filled, the
Hothfield singers performed the 23rd
Psalm, and Kay Cox delivered the Trib-
ute. Donations at the service were
shared between her favourite charity,
the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club,
and Little Chart church (which she
attended for many years, and where
she was active in raising money to
rebuild the church after its destruc-
tion by a buzzbomb. After moving to
Hothfield, she attended St. Margaret's .
The service was taken by Rev. Philip
Cox, assisted by Susan Starkings, both
of whom knew Ethel well.

CELEBRATING 800 YEARS
AT ALL SAINTS6 CHURCH,

Come and join us for two unmissable events in JULY:

B

Saturday 2nd July at 7.30pm

STEPPING OUT

with TAKE TWENTYjazz vocal group, category finalists,
BBC Choir of the Year 2010, Director Rachel Staunton.
Information and tickets £8 (A5 years £4)
from Frank Edward§ 01233 640357

Thursday 14th July at 2.30pm, back by popular demand:

SI NG FOR YOUR ¢&

with Canon John Wright. Sing your favourite hymns with a
break for tea and cakes.
Information and tickets (£5) from Rachel G&t01233 633099.
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On Sunday 24" July 2011
The Hothfield World Cinema Film Club

proudly presents:
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Italian housewife Rosalba (Licia Maglietta), on finding herself accidentally abandoned during a
family vacation, decides to hitchhike her way home instead of waiting for her controlling husband
- only to impulsively detour to Venice. Here she discovers a bohemian milieu, built on artistic crea-
tivity, romance and mutual support, and soon finds herself enjoying her new life. It's in this envi-
ronment that she encounters not only the poetry-loving but suicidal Icelandic waiter Fernando
(Bruno Ganz from Downfall) with whom she slowly becomes involved, but also an elderly anarchist
florist who gives her a job, and a neurotic holistic masseuse, who in turn falls for hapless plumber
Costantino, sent by Rosalba’s husband Mimmo to track her down...
An enormous commercial and critical hit on its release in Italy, this warm romantic comedy high-
lights the theme of the need for emotional nourishment while avoiding the pitfalls of over senti-
mentality, and won 9 Italian Academy awards.

(in Italian with English subtitles)
Hothfield Viliage Hall
Park Drive
Hothfield TN26 1EQ
www. hothfield.org.uk

entrance: £5 /£2 (unemployed/students)
doors open 6.30pm - 7pm start (ends approx.Spm)
Free parking, Tea/Coffee available
No children under 15, no alcohol to be consumed on the premises

The Hothfield World Cinema Film Club meets on the 4™ Sunday of each month. It is a non-profit organisation founded
with the aim of providing c ity ente rtail and p ting awareness and ap preciation of other countries and
cultures, and is run entirely by volunteers. Any funds collected go towards the costs for hiring and heating the Village
Hall, and paying individual film license fees. For more about our club, please go to www.hothfieldworidcinema.org.uk




Hothfield History Society

AGM Public Meeting

At | ast mont hos
grateful to have, as our guest speaker,
lan Rickards, the Ashford Area Warden
for Kent Wildlife Trust who manages
the Hothfield Heathlands National Na-
ture Reserve.
presentation showed how this living
and historic landscape has been
shaped by man and beast over hun-
dreds and thousands of years, and how
changes in the use of this land has re-
sulted in what we see today. Ongoing
management (which includes the graz-
ing work of the Highland Cattle and
Konik ponies) is needed now, more
than ever, to ensure that the rare and
unique habitats to be found here are
not lost.

The postwar history of Hothfield
Heathlands is of particular interest as
many of Hot hfi el
remember the Nissen Huts which were
mostly constructed in 1940 and 1941
for the Army which was then being
trained at home. As many of you know
from your own first hand experience
and memories, these were then inhab-
ited by evacuees from London and
other areas at high risk of bombing
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raids during the War. Sadly, the dete-

A Grdrativ® of the®d hats andthecon-

stant enemy of damp meant that over
the years they became damaging to
the health of those still living in them,
and they were eventually demolished
nf or mat

Our huge thanks go to lan for coming
along, as well as to the members of
public who also attended.

At our AGM we learned that Charles
Oliver has sadly decided to stand down
from the History Society. The Com-
mittee would like to pass on our sin-
cere thanks to Charles who was one of
the founding fathers of the Society and
one of the original authors of the
OHot hfiel"€einnhurlyeé
cation. His hard work and dedication
helped to ensure that the History Soci-

ety had a strong foundation.
residents can

The Village Sign has Come Home!
The old Hothfield village sign (which
was removed by Kent Highways about
three years ago to make way for some
new direction signs) has been proudly
reinstated. Remarkably, this old and
attractive sign was destined for the tip

had it not been for a keereyed and
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quick thinking Shirley
Whittington who saved it.

In order to help preserve
the sign for future re-use, |
took the opportunity to
spruce it up by repainting

it, making sure to keep to
its original colours, in the
hope that one day a suitable
and permanent new loca-
tion in the village could be
found.

| hope you agree that the
sign looks resplendent in its
new location at the corner

of Coach Drive and
been a fantastic team effort to get this
sign back into action: our thanks go to
Peter and Shirley Whittington and also
to the Village Hall Committee for giv-
ing the sign a temporary home over
the last few years; we should also
thank the Parish Council for paying for
the posts for the
its final resting place, and thanks also
to Peter Howard for his hard work
erecting it.
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Village Féte

We also look forward to seeing you at
the village Féte on 6 August when we
will have a display of some of the pho-
585 and memories
We will also be selling our CDs and
taking orders for copies of the Russell
research and the book on Hothfield in
the 20" Century.
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Chris Rogers

Wall Repaired
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Our picture shows a specialist
bricklayer repairing with lime
mortar the huge vandaimade hole
in this listed Hothfield Manor wall.
How the coping layer managed to
stay up by itselfis impressive.
The owner of the

land, Peter Graham, is paying for
the repair.

One of our neighbours
remonstrated with the vandals
when they were doing the damage
but could not get them to stop.

G. Cox




