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Spring Clean 
At Hothfield Heathlands Nature Reserve  

Sunday 10th  April from 10.00 to 12.00  

The nature reserve is becoming in-
undated with rubbish, often thrown 
over the fences from passing vehicles, 
but also material that has been lying 
around for years. As well as detracting 
from this beautiful area, bottles, cans 
and plastic bags can create lethal traps 
for small mammals and birds.   

 
Can you help us clean up Hothfield 

and protect its wildlife?  

Meet us at the main reserve car park, 
along Cade Road (under the height 
barrier).  Bags, gloves and litter pick-
ers provided, just bring yourselves. 

Please come  

and join in!  

The reserve staff will be there too, so 
it will be a good opportunity to find 
out about the wildlife and manage-
ment of the nature reserve.  The blue-
bells will be out, as well as tree nesting 
birds such as woodpeckers, nuthatch 
and tree creepers and hopefully some 
early butterflies (brimstones, peacocks 
or tortoiseshells) if the weather is fine.   

 
If you would like further details 

please contact Daniel on 07889 737839, 
daniel.goddard@kentwildlife.org.uk 

Easter Egg Hunt 
and Easter Bonnet Parade  

Gateway Kiosk at  

Bluebells Childrenõs Centre 
 

The new Gateway Kiosk is available for all to use in 

Bluebells Childrenõs Centre, Hothfield.  The kiosk 

provides to up -to -date information on jobs, benefits and 

housing using an interactive touch screen and keyboard.   

The Direct.gov, Ashford Borough Council, Kent County 

Council and many other informative and helpful websites 

are easily accessible via the kiosk.   

Information is available in English, French, 

Polish, Nepali, Bengali and Tamil.  

The centre is open 9 ð 5 and staff  

members are always available to assist 

if required.  



 

Spring is on the way! Take a stroll through the NEW Woodland Walk.  

The Gardens are now open daily from 2pm to 5.30pm, come and see the bulbs waking up in the Wild Garden.   
 

APRIL 2011  
 

NGS Open Day ð 3rd April: Charity event, treat yourself to 
a Cream Tea and a wander through the gardens. Tearoom 
will be open.  
 

Patchwork Workshop  ñ Playing with Log Cabins with 
Mandy Munroe: 8th April  10.00am to 3.00pm  
Create blocks from strips, experiment with birds, trees, 
sheepé. Contact mandymunroe@btinternet.com  
 

Patchwork Workshop  ñ Appliqué Bunting with Mandy 
Munroe ð Additional date: 15th April 10.00am to 3.00pm  
A chance to try different methods of appliqué and make 
the samples into bunting for the Summer.  
Contact mandymunroe@btinternet.com  
 

May Day ñ 2nd May  12 noon to 5pm. Adults £5, children 
£2 
A traditional family celebration of Spring, games and 
activities, stalls from Challock Farmers' Market and 
refreshments available. Prizes are up for grabs for 
children who dress up as a May Queen or a Jack in the 
Green. 
 
Gardens Open Daily from 2pm to 5.30pm £5.00 (gardens 
only) 
House Open Friday to Sunday from 15th April 2pm to 
5.30pm £8.00 (house and gardens) 
 

Come and enjoy the fresh air and 
beautiful gardens.  
 

For more information or to book, contact Rachael on 01233 

643854  www.godinton-house-gardens.co.uk 
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On Sunday 24th April 2011 

The Hothfield World Cinema Film Club  

proudly presents: 

Three Colours White is the second of Polish director 

Krzysztof Kieslowski's "three colours" trilogy Blue, 

White, and Red - the three colours of the French flag, 

symbolising liberty, equality and fraternity.  

Karol (Zbigniew Zamachowski) is a Polish hairdresser 

who is thrown out by his French wife Dominique (Julie 

Delpy). Divorced, homeless, penniless and humiliated 

he is left on the streets with a single suitcase. A fellow 

Pole says he will help him return to Poland, smuggled 

inside the suitcase. As low as he has been brought to, 

things take a turn for the worse when he arrives in Po-

land, but Karol is determined to succeed, get rich 

quickly and win back the wife he is still in love with.  

Like the other films in the trilogy, White is beautifully 

shot, with great attention placed on the smallest of de-

tails ï allowing the body language of the characters to 

define who they are and speak for them more than dia-

logue can. More than a film about just getting even, this 

is a moving portrayal about the resilience and unfathom-

able depths of the human heart.  

(in French and Polish with English subtitles) 

Hothfield Village Hall, Park Drive, Hothfield TN26 1EQ 

Doors open 6.30pm ï 7pm start (ends approx.9pm) 

www.hothfield.org.uk  

Free parking, Tea/Coffee available; No children under 15  

No alcohol to be consumed on the premises. 

 
The Hothfield World Cinema Film Club meets on the 4th Sunday of 

each month. It is a non-profit organisation founded with the aim of 

providing community entertainment and promoting awareness 

and appreciation of other countries and cultures, and is run entirely 

by volunteers. Any funds collected go towards the costs for hiring 

and heating the Village Hall, and paying individual film license fees. 

For more about our club, go to www.hothfieldworldcinema.org.uk 

Village Hall News 
Our next meeting will be on the first Monday (4th April), as 
usual, in the Childrenõs Centre from 7pm, but in May due to the 
Bank Holiday the regular meeting will be on Wednesday 4th May 
(7pm in the Childrenõs Centre). 

 
The Village Hall Management Committeeõs Annual General 

Meeting  will be on Monday 23rd May in the Hall, from 7pm, and 
everyone is invited to attend.  The Agenda will be published 
nearer the time but will include reports on the activities and fi-
nances of the Hall during 2010/11.  Minutes of previous AGMs 
from 2009 and 2010 will need to be agreed and copies can be ob-
tained from the Committee in advance. 

 
There are vacancies on the Committee and anyone is welcome 

to nominate themselves or suggest possible new Committee 
members to join the team.  If you have ideas on how to run the 
Hall or how to improve what we do, then this is a chance to join 
in.  Some current members of the Committee will also be stand-
ing for re-election. 

 
Chris Rogers, our current Treasurer, is standing down and will 

be reporting on the monetary position of the Hall during the last 
financial year.  He will tell us how our income has greatly in-
creased but also how this money has been invested back into the 
Hall to buy new equipment.  Sadly we have also had to spend 
around £600 repairing broken glass doors, windows and lights.  
We held a free childrenõs party at Christmas but we could have 
spent more on your Hall if we hadnõt suffered vandalism.  We are 
also pleased to have been able to fund our own insurance this 
year, thereby relieving the Parish Council of a significant finan-
cial burden (and we note that the Parish precept has decreased 
for 2011/12). 

Tina Marden 

American Style Barn Dance  
7:30pm ð 11pm on Saturday April 16th in Hothfield Village Hall. 
There will be lively music from the fabulous band òChesapeakeó 
and the legendary Henry Morgenstein, from the USA, will be call-
ing the dances, so you are guaranteed to have a great evening.  
The focus will be on American-style Barn Dancing with Attitude! 
If you have never tried this sort of dancing before just come 
along at 7:30pm for the free half-hour introductory workshop.  
No experience or partner required ð itõs easy - just come and 
have fun! 
Price: £9.00; Students and other concessions: £7.00. 
Bring your own drinks.  Soft drinks available. Full details from  
http://www.contrafusion.co.uk info@contrafusion.co.uk 01233 625 362 
 
EVERY MONDAY 7:45pm ð 10:30pm in Hothfield Village Hall. 
Lively CD music from the top UK and US bands with local caller 
John Sweeney teaching and calling the dances, so you are guar-
anteed to have a great evening.  The focus is on American-style 
Barn Dancing with Attitude! 
No experience or partner required. 
If you have never tried this sort of dancing before just come 
along, join in and have fun ð itõs easy! 
Price: £5.00, Bring your own drinks.  Soft drinks available. 
Full details from  
http://www.contrafusion.co.uk  
info@contrafusion.co.uk 01233 625 362 

http://www.hothfield.org.uk/
http://www.hothfieldworldcinema.org.uk


Parish Council 

First of all via this Newsletter I 
should like to thank the Bluebells 
Childrenõs Centre for finding the funds 
to enable the surface of the car park in 
front of the Centre to be levelled and 
the whole area tidied. It has made such 
a difference to the appearance of that 
part of School Road. Two new Children 
Crossing signs have also been installed 
thanks once again to funding from the 
Centre. Hopefully this will have a 
positive effect on drivers coming 
through the village and encourage 
them to slow down. The next step is to 
persuade Kent County Council that it is 
essential for everyoneõs safety to have 
a pedestrian crossing on School Road.  
Holiday Activities  

Good news also for Hothfield parents 
with primary age children in that 
money has now been secured to enable 
activities to take place at half term and 
in the Easter and Summer holiday 
periods in addition to the Thursday 
after-school club. Look out for more 
details either at the Bluebells Centre 
or in the Newsletter. We would like to 
thank Councillor Richard King for his 

allocation of funds from his Membersõ 
budget and once again the Bluebells 
Centre where so much is done to help 
and support our community. 
Sponsored Walk  

In the March Newsletter details were 
given about the sponsored walk 
organised by Bert Long to take place 
on Monday, 25th April. Bert hopes to 
raise money for SAAFA, a charity 
catering for the needs of the families 
of our armed forces and for the 
servicemen and women themselves. If 
you feel you would enjoy a leisurely 
walk around our surrounding area and 
its villages all you have to do is to 
request a sponsorship form from Bert 
Long at 7, Plantation Close. The walk 
will start at 10am from the Village 
Hall. Light refreshments will be served 
to all participants on their return to 
the Village Hall. As Bert is anticipating 
a large number of walkers it would be 
really helpful to have a willing team of 
volunteers to serve tea, coffee and 
cake. If you feel you could help please 
phone me on 621495.     

Shirley Whittington  

First Time Mums!   

�7�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���F�H�Q�W�U�H���U�X�Q�V���D���J�U�R�X�S���R�Q���:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�V���I�U�R�P�������������W�R�����S�P��
for expectant mums and new mums with children up to 9 months. This 
is an informal group who get together to talk and support each other.  
�,�W�·�V���D���Q�L�F�H���Z�D�\���W�R���P�D�N�H���Q�H�Z���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���H�D�F�K���Z�H�H�N���L�W���L�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���D��
Breast Mate should you have any breastfeeding issues.  

Admire the 
bluebells; hear 
the cuckoo; 
feel full of the 
joys of spring!  
 

Yes, it's feel-good time again 
with the annual Five Church Walk 
on Bank Holiday Monday May 2nd.  
Come with the family and friends 
and enjoy a walk through bluebell 
woods and along footpaths and 
bridleways, some not open at 
other times. We go clockwise this 
year, i.e. Boughton Aluph to Chal-
lock (3m) Challock to Molash 
(3.5m) Molash to Chilham (4.5m) 
and Chilham to Boughton Aluph 
(5m). You can start where you like, 
do as much or as little as you wish, 
and take as much or as little time 
as it suits. But please start and 
finish at one of the churches. 
  

All the churches provide tempt-
ing refreshments and a chance for 
a breather. Sponsorship is in aid of 
the participating churches, Kent 
Air Ambulance and/or The Pil-
grims' Hospice; the choice is yours. 
If un-sponsored please make a 
minimum donation of £5 when you 
start.  

Entry and sponsorship forms are 
available from John Hawes (01233 
627117), Martin Hook (01233 
740356), www.allsaintsba.org.uk  
or may be filled in on the day. 


