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Lottery Funding Success 

Shapes History Societyõs 

Future 
Hothfield History Society  

proudly announces the exciting 

ôhot-off-the -pressõ news that we 

have been awarded £34,400 by the 

Heritage Lottery Fund.   
This money will be used over the next 
three years to do a number of specific 
things, and these are some of the main 
activities: 
 

¶ We will be cataloguing and 
indexing almost one thousand 
photos, documents and local 
artefacts that we have, and for this 
we need to buy special archival 
computer software.  Members of 
the History Society and other local 
interested volunteers will need to 
be trained on how to do this.  We 
will then be putting all of this 
information onto a website so that 
you can see what photos and 
documents we have. 

¶ We need to buy special acid-free 
boxes and plastic wallets in which 
to file historic items, a fireproof 
cabinet in which to store them in 
one place, and a display cabinet for 
either the Village Hall or Bluebells 
Centre to display local historic 
artefacts. 

¶ We will be buying laptops and a 
printer for use in our Family 
History Workshops which will be 

open to all Hothfield residents next 
year.  This will include showing you 
how to use specialist family history 
and other related websites.  These 
friendly sessions will be held either 
in or very close to Hothfield and 
they will be aimed at all levels 
including beginners, and will also 
involve hands-on use of computers. 

¶ We will be organising another 
event similar to the successful 
ôHothfield: Then and Nowõ exhibition 
that we held in 2008, which 
generated a significant increase in 
interest in the story of our village, 
and which many of you felt was a 
triumph in terms of a community 
event. 

When putting our Lottery bid 
together, we had to be able to 
demonstrate local support.  I would 
like to thank everyone in Hothfield 
who completed a questionnaire last 
year to show your support and tell us 
your ideas on what you would like to 
see happen or to find out more about.  
Thank you also for your suggestions 
on how you would like to become 
more involved. 

We have committed some of the 
History Societyõs modest funds 
towards the project.  More 
importantly, our bid also showed 
financial commitment from local 

Hothfield organisations and we are 
therefore extremely grateful to the 
following for together generously 
committing funds totalling £1,580 and 
for their ongoing support: 

Hothfield Educational Foundation 
Godinton Charitable Trust,  and 
Councillor Richard King. 
We are delighted that the Heritage 

Lottery bid was successful and I 
believe that this is largely due to the 
expertise and large amounts of 
personal time spent by Bob Rivers in 
making sure that everything was well 
researched and thought through.  I 
would therefore like to thank Bob in 
making all this happen. 
We now need your help!  

We will now be very busy over the 
next few months being trained on how 
to catalogue and digitise the historic 
items and creating a website that 
everyone can use to carry out their 
own Hothfield history research.  If you 
would like to be involved and help 
us with this task and receive free 
training, please contact me on 
(01233) 624 105 or email 
hothfieldmemories@hotmail.com  
to discuss further.    
We welcome all offers of help! 
Chris Rogers, Hothfield History Society 

Help Yourself at Bluebells! 
 

Bluebells Children's Centre has an Ashford Gateway Kiosk which is for families to 
use to search for housing, employments and benefits. Staff are always on hand to 
help anyone who may require additional assistance. 
  

We also hold a housing and benefits confidential drop in session on Tuesdays be-
tween 12 and 2pm. If you would like an appointment please call in at the centre or 
phone 01233 622296. 



KENT COUNTY COUNCIL HANDYVAN 

[AGE UK] SERVICE  
 

Many older people feel scared to leave their homes or 
answer their door to strangers.  There are also those 
who need some support to remain living independently 
in their own homes.  Through our Age UK HandyVan 
Service, we provide peace of mind to older people by 
making their homes safe and secure, thereby reducing 
the risk of loss through burglary. 
The Age UK  ñHandyVan Serviceò provides and fits a 
range of safety and security products in clients homes.  
It is primarily aimed at older people on low incomes 
and NO CHARGES are made for labour OR the prod-
ucts installed.  The range of products installed include: 
    1)  smoke alarms.      2)  door security chains. 
    3)  mortice locks.      4)  mortice bolts. 
    5)  window locks.      6)  door viewers. 
    7)  locks are available for uPVC doors and windows. 
Age UK HandyVan fitters always carry photo identifica-
tion cards and arrive by appointment. 
REMEMBER to:   
a. always ask for identification. 
b. secure your door chain if you have one. 
c. Make sure you are happy that the caller is genuine  
before letting a stranger into your home. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT  
KCC Community Warden for Hothfield & Charing,  
Dave Beckley on 07811 271306. 



On Sunday 26th February 2012 

The Hothfield World Cinema Film Club  
proudly presents: 

Following the success of the acclaimed Mid August Lunch, 
Italy's droopy-faced charmer Gianni Di Gregorio is back as 
a henpecked son, husband and father, now in search of a 

suitable mistress in this warm, witty comedy.  
Salt of Life (Gianni e le Donne) is also set in Di Gregorio's 
native Trastevere in Rome, and once more he plays a 

dutiful middle-aged son called Gianni with the outrageous 
ninety something year old Valeria De Franciscis Bendoni 
as his poker-playing, champagne swilling mother. Here, 
Gianni is married with a daughter, living on a modest 
pension but still at the beck and call of the imperious 

Valeria, who lives in a grand town house and is steadily 
diminishing her son's inheritance on a daily basis through 
her extravagant ways. When not being interrupted by her 
demands, Gianniõs days are spent walking the dog and 

carrying out chores for his working wife, teenage 
daughter and vivacious neighbour.  Romance, however, 
seems to be in short supply until his old friend Alfonso, 

(who believes every middle-aged man should have a 
younger mistress) decides itõs time for Gianni to 
reacquaint himself with some of lifeõs pleasures. A 

hilarious and unexpected series of misadventures follows 
in this warm and wittily observed comedy, very much in 

keeping with the charm of its predecessor.  
(In Italian with English Subtitles) 

The Hothfield World Cinema Film Club meets on the 4th Sunday of each month. 

It is a non-profit organisation founded with the aim of providing community 

entertainment and promoting awareness and appreciation of other countries and 

cultures, and is run entirely by volunteers. Any funds collected go towards the 

costs for hiring and heating the Village Hall, and paying individual film license 

fees. For more about our club, please go to www.hothfieldworldcinema.org.uk 

Hothfield Village Hall, Park Drive, Hothfield TN26 1EQ  

Entrance £5 (unemployed/students £2)  

Doors open 6.30pm for 7pm start (ends approx. 9pm.)  

As the Parish Council Representative on the Village Hall 
Committee I was very upset to read the article in last month's 
Newsletter and I would like to distance myself from it.  

It should be noted that it was written without the agreement 
of all the committee members. 

Maybe we could all support the Village Hall more but it 
should be noted that the Parish Council have given financial 
support, many villagers have bought Lottery tickets and also 
attend the Harvest Supper, Quiz Nights and other village 
functions in the Hall.  

When events in the Village Hall are cancelled (without full 
committee consent) six weeks before the event date, how can 
villagers give their support? 

With many others I would like to think that I have the best 
interest of the village at heart. We all try to support as many 
village activities as we can for the enjoyment of everybody and 
the togetherness of the whole village but a friendly approach is 
essential for this. 

Peter Howard 

Village Hall 

Bluebells 
Coming up:  
A weaning workshop for babies who are 
ready to wean from the age of 4 months. A 
one-hour session for informal friendly advice 
will be held on Tuesday 14th February at 
10am. Please call 01233 622296 to book a place.  
  

Winter Wander!   
We will be holding a pram and toddler friendly walk through 
the woods and over the common on Friday 17th February at 
10am. Older siblings are welcome. Please dress appropriately. 
After the walk we will make some collages with the items the 
children have collected before sharing a picnic in the centre. 

 Dawn Potter 

FRIENDS OF ST. MARGARET½S CHURCH 
Invite you to join them For a  

Curry and 
Quiz night  

In Hothfield Village Hall 
Saturday 10 th  march 2012, 7 for 7.30pm  

Tickets £10 each from the Post Office  

Delicious curry cooked 
for us by bina  

(tables of 6)   
Please bring own drinks and glasses  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8f/Salt_of_life_poster.jpeg
http://www.hothfieldworldcinema.org.uk


Spotlight on birds 
Hothfield Heathland February 2011                                  by Ian Rickards 

As we eventually reach winter, the 
food available for overwintering birds 
is declining. However there are a 
number of species that make good use 
of Hothfield Heathlands at this time of 
year. 

 
Small birds will often hang around in 

large mixed groups. It gives them 
some protection from predators, as 
there are a lot more eyes looking 
out for threats. Mostly 
flocking from tree to tree, 
you will see blue tits, 
great tits, long tailed 
tits, chaffinches and 
goldcrests all together, 
often being very vocal with their 
whistles and tweets. The whistles and 
tweets let everyone else in the group 
know where they are, and keep the 
flock together. They are mainly 
looking for insects tucked away on the 
branches and twigs. 

 
When you get into the more open 

parts of the reserve, you see different 
types of birds. Green woodpeckers 
(photo 1) feed mostly on ants, 
particularly from anthills on open 
grassland. You can often see their 
swooping flight and their laughing call 
as they flit from anthill to anthill.  

 
Snipe (2) will be searching  the bogs 

and wet areas, using their long beaks 
to dig out invertebrates hiding in the 
soft mud. They are coloured to blend 
in perfectly with the surrounding 
vegetation, and will often surprise 
you, shooting out from near to your 
feet, òsneezingó at you in alarm. 

 
The little egrets (3) do a similar 

thing, mostly along the 
wet fields next to 

the river edge. 
These beautiful 
birds resemble 
white herons, 
but are very 
nervous of 
people, and will 
take flight, long 
before getting 

close. Conversely they arenõt at all 
threatened by the cattle, and follow 
closely behind, hoping that our hairy 
beasts will disturb some tasty morsel. 

 
Many of our birds take 
advantage of the cattle 
and ponies, and follow 
them around looking for 

insects disturbed by the 
hooves. Stonechats and pied 

wagtails seem particularly 
fond of this activity. 

 
Birds of prey are still 

active, kestrels and buzzards 
will regularly hunt over the 
reserve. The kestrel (4) carrying 
out its distinctive hovering flight, 
beating its wings fast whilst 
remaining stationary in the air. 
Looking for the slightest 
movement of a field vole or shrew 
creeping through the 
undergrowth. 

 
The buzzard (centre) is much more 

casual in its behaviour, gliding 
effortlessly with its huge V-shaped 
wings. It is mostly looking for rabbits, 
particular dead ones, which are much 
easier to catch! 

As well as their haunting, mewing 
call, another give away are the angry 
jackdaws and crows that try and chase 
away the buzzard if it threatens their 
territory.  

 
It is worth remembering that many 

of the bird species that are associated 
with heathlands come there because 
they like nesting and feeding on the 
ground. The lack of trees makes it 
harder for predatory birds to perch 
and pick the birds off the ground. The 
rushes and heather provide first-rate 
cover, and the soft ground, in the wet 
areas, is excellent for searching for 
muddy invertebrates. Because they 
spend a lot of time on the ground, they 
are susceptible to disturbance, and 
visitors keeping themselves and their 
dogs to the main paths can really help 
the birds to spend more time feeding 
and surviving the winter. 

If you would like to learn more about 
the work we do to protect the birds of 
Kent and all our other wildlife please 
contact the Kent Wildlife Trust on 
01622 662012 or visit our website 
www.kentwildlife.org.uk  
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Christening baby brother  
After the christening of his baby brother in 
church, little Johnny sobbed all the way home in 
the back seat of the car. His father asked him 
three times what was wrong.  
Finally, the boy replied, "That priest said he 
wanted us brought up in a Christian home, and I 
want to stay with you and Mum!" 

Saint Margaret's Church  
Services for February 
 

SUNDAY 5th ñ  3  before Lent  

The Eucharist 11am 
  

SUNDAY  12th  ñ   2 before Lent  

Hothfield:     Holy Communion (BCP)  11am       
  

SUNDAY 19th  ñ    Sunday before Lent  

Hothfield:   The Eucharist 11am       
 

WEDNESDAY 22nd  ñ  ASH WEDNESDAY   

Westwell     The Eucharist with Ashing  10am   

Charing        The Eucharist with Ashing  7.30pm   
 

SUNDAY 26th  ñ  Lent 1  

Hothfield:      All Sorts Worship 11am      

  Messy Church  3.30pm     

 

EVERY TUESDAY       

Charing ñ The Eucharist  9.00am  

Charing Heath  ñ  Prayers  7pm 

 

EVERY  WEDNESDAY   

Charing  Prayers 6.15pm 

 

1st WEDNESDAY (1st)    

Charing Heath ð The Eucharist 10.30am  

followed by Coffee in The Red Lion  

1st FRIDAY ( 3rd)    Westwell ñ Iona Eucharist  

followed by Coffee in The Wheel Inn 

LENT 2012 
 

We do encourage everyone, this Lent, to make a special effort to 

prepare themselves again for the great EASTER Events. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY  

Lent commences on Ash Wednesday - 22nd February. 
 

On Ash Wednesday there are two special Services: 

Westwell  10.00am      The Eucharist with Ashing    

Charing    7.30pm        The Eucharist with Ashing  

 

Ashing is when The Sign of The Cross is made on  

our foreheads (using ash from last year's burnt  

Palm Crosses) and symbolising our repentance. 

 

LENT GROUPS  

There will also be  LENT GROUPS   

(commencing week of 27th February for 5 weeks) 
                   

2.00pm Tuesdays  - White House Cottage, High St.  Charing. 

(Richard Webb  - 714 663) 
 

7.00pm  Tuesdays ð Charing Heath Church   (Richard Webb 714 

663) 
 

7.30pm Tuesdays ð  Willow Cottage, Old Ashford Road, (Elizabeth 

Ellen ð 712 563) 
 

7.45pm Wednesdays ð Applewood House, The Hill, Charing (Kevin 

Moon 713 894) 
 

7.30pm Thursdays ð Burleigh Bungalow, Burleigh Rd off Station Rd 

(Diccon Spain  714 724) 
  

Please telephone the above to confirm you would like to join the 

group or find out more details.   

Friends of Saint Margaret's  

 

Tea? Coffee? 
 

Come and have a cup with us 

at the  

 

 

in the Village Hall  

on Tuesday 7 February  

10 -30 to 11.30am.  

 

The monthly free coffee 

and cake (and company, too)  



Useful Contacts  
 

Newsletter  

01233 629568 

Parish Clerk  

01233 733994  

St. Margaret's Church   

01233 629568 

Village Hall bookings  

01233 610455  

Village Hall Chair  

07773191050 

Local Police  

101 

Community Support Officer  

07811 271306 

Bluebells Centre  

01233 622296  

Ashford Borough Council  

01233 331111  

Local Taxi  

01233 630512/07894 716007 

Village Information Helpline  

01233 640 355 

Stagecoach bus information  

0871 200 22 33  

Kent Wildlife Trust  

01622 662012  
Distributor Wanted  

We need somebody to take over the delivery  of Hothfield News to the 53 houses in  

Beech Drive. The job is not very exciting,  sometimes uncomfortable, and completely  

unpaid, but at least you'll know you're doing a public service!  

If you can help, please ring 01233 629568. 

Hothfield 
News 
is edited, printed and published by 
Hedley Grenfell-Banks and distributed 
to every house in the village by a dedi-
cated band of volunteers, to whom we 
all owe an immense debt of gratitude. 
Email:  
hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk 
Available on line in colour at 
www.hothfield.org.uk and  
www.hothfieldnews.co.uk (which also 
has galleries of pictures of the village). 
Advertising in Hothfield News is free 
to businesses operating in, or for the 
benefit of, this Parish. For companies 
from outside Hothfield the advertising 
rate is £5 per issue, £22.50 for six 
months.  
Letters and articles for inclusion are 
always welcome.  
The deadline for copy for the March 
2012 issue is 15 February.  


