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The Common: Enough?

The Editor received this letter from a group of residents .
What do you think? Let us have your views.

In these times of national
tree planting and tree con-
servation schemes, some of
us Hothfield Common users
are becoming increasingly
concerned and even horrified
over the number of trees that
have been/are still being cut
down and (worse still') ua
ecologically and wastefully
burned on the Common.
While appreciating the occa-
sional need to thin out the
odd tree or sapling here and
there that may be in danger
of encroaching on some of
the older specimens, it is
heartbreaking to see the sad
stacks of
beautiful silver birch trees
littering what is increasingly
becoming a desertike land-
scape, where even the beauti-
ful fragrant yellow gorse
(favoured snack of ponies
and cattle) is not safe from

getting the chop. The justi-
fications put forth so far have
included the creation of habi-
tats for insects and inverte-
bratesd of which there would
seem to be plenty already,
given the large marshy areas
of the commond but what
about the needs of birds
(nesting sites), squirrels
(dreys), dormice (an increas-
ingly endangered species), or
even us humans, who no
longer have the effective
sound barrier of trees to sof-
ten and dull the ever present
background roar of the M207?
The other justification is that
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was covered in vast swathes of for-
ests and woodland (so no shortage of
trees then), and that nature is con-
stantly changing and renewing it-
self. Many of the national landscapes
iwg mostaherisly tédaychave become
what they now are over time, and
many trees take hundreds of years
togeach matwity.s Samplease, caD e -
we now put an end to the massacre?
| et Awgreup of dlothfiglddResidents
[name suppliedw e dondt
anonymous letters]

It will always be the policy of Hothfield News to offer the right of reply to individuals and institutions,
and as far as possible to publish the reply in the same issue of the newsletter as any critical correspondence.
lan Rickards, the Reserve Warden for Hothfield Heathlands, sent this reply to the above:

Managing an Historic Landscape

Thank you for your letter,
and for providing an oppor-
tunity for us to explain the
management of the site. One
of the wonderful things
about Hothfield Heathlands is
the number of people that
care as passionately about it
as we do.

Hothfield Heathlands,
which includes Hothfield
Common, contains the last
surviving area of heathland
and bog in the county. The

national importance of the
heathland has ensured that it
gains special protection
(SSSI), and kegalrequire-
ment to safeguard its rare
wildlife.

It would be wonderful to al-
low nature to take its course,
and let the land look after it-
self. However if we did, the
majority of plants, animals,
insects that currently live at
Hothfield would become ex-
tinct. A few hundred years

ago, wildlife responded to change by
moving to a more suitable area down
the road, unfortunately, as far as
heathland is concerned, that
osuitable areao is
torway, or an industrial estate. After
losing so much of our wild areas, we
have a responsibility toensure that we
dondt | ose any mor e.

Hundreds of species are associated
with Hothfield: dragonflies, butter-
flies, beetles, spiders,

... continued on Page 3
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Are you wild about your garden? |y Society

Take a walk around Hothfield. What a In addition you may qualify for one of our
splendid collection of gardens we have here! special awards:
Big ones, small ones, cottage gardens, wild 1 Best Wildlife Garden in Kent
gardens, carefully tended and beautifully 1 Best Container, Balcony or Small Garden
l aid out. This year, |fe Bebtmedisnlotryge regdénfialGadenr vi | | age
and enter some of them for the Kent Wildlife
Gardening Awards. Also, we have two community awards:

The scheme is open to all types of gardén T Best Community Wildlife Garden
(including Allotments and groups of gardens)

private, busmess., community group, even a 1 Best Wildlife Churchyard s ponsored by Godos
whole street or village can apply. Bronze, Acre Project

Silver and Gold level certificates will be

awarded and gold winners will also receive  To enter, pick up a form from the Newslet-

one of our coveted 0 kefdisgay attheRpst ©fficéorgooonlthéets pl ay

in their garden. http://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk.

€ and while wedre on the subject of gardens

“GODINTON

HOUSE & GARDENS

Open Farm Sunday- 13th June
Enjoy all thatoés bgst about farming. Selec-
tion of food stalls, plant sales, educational
activities, follow the farm trail around the
parkland, farm animals and vintage trac-
tors. Hog Roast. Tearoom room open sery
ing delicious homemade cakes.
Delphinium Festival - 20th - 27th June
Delphinium Society Day Sun 25th June
11am to 5.30pn$pecial Late Night Openings
Mon-Fri to 8pm
Bring a picnic & view the spectacular del-
phiniums after hours d
Painting Day with Kaidy Lewis Mon 21st June
Enjoy painting in the gardens with helpful
tips from local artist
Jazz Evening with
Wed 23rd June 7pm
In aid of St. John AmbulangePicnics from 6pm.
Expert Garden Advice Thurs 24th June
With Head Gardener Vivien Hunt and
Fiona Abrahams from Hadlow College
NGS Day Fri 25th June 11am to 8pm
Proceeds to NGS charities. House & Tea Room qpen
2pm
Faversham Mission Brass Band Sun 21st
June 2pm to 4pm
Bring a rug or deck chair and listen to the
band in the fragrant walled garden.




