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A Hotbed of Crime?

When | moved to Hothfield three
years ago, peopl e
dangerous place, lock your doors
tight." Shirley Whittington tells me
that when she and Peter arrived, back
in the Dark Ages, it was the same
story. Hothfield is where all the nasty
people live, everything gets vandal-
ised, the kids are out of control, you're
lucky if your car is still there in the
morning.

Well, it didn't scare me much. |
moved here from Los Angeles, where a
couple of shootings a year are about
normal for a street, and | lived and
taught for thirty years in a seaport in
the north-east where the kids really
were out of control. One elevetyear-
old arrived at my Comprehensive with
47 offences on his criminal record,
starting with 'At the age of six, was
found wading into the park pond and
strangling the ducks'. Another, at the
age of eight, had become quite famous
for his habit of stealing buses. He lived
at the end of the bus route, and when
the driver got out for a break and a
cigarette, this eightyear-old would
nip in and drive off.

Was Hothfield really like that?

Well, as you know, the first thing

that strikes the visitor is how quiet it

sisahierd. |s allah® oriminah activity gd- e | d

ing on in peaceful silence? To find out,
| pulled up the Ashford Crime Statis-
tics from the depths of the Internet,
and discovered the unexciting truth.
The Downs West ward, as you proba-
bly know, is quite large and includes
Hothfield, Westwell, Challock and
Badlesmere. It has 1885 registered vot-
ers, which indicates a population of
about 3,000. Over the past year, the
average number of crimes in a three
month period has been just under 12.
Yes, twelve. That's 2 burglaries, 2
thefts of or from vehicles, 1 crime of
violence, 7 instances of antsocial be-
haviour, and guess how many robber-
ies? None, that's how many. Not for
the last two years. The overall figures
are below the national average for
England. Frankly, as a hotbed of crime,
Hothfield just doesn't cut the mustard.
And another thing. If you live in Ash-
ford, a baby born today can expect on
average to live to the age of 81.4 years;
in North Willesborough, 77.6. In Downs
West, including Hothfield, it's 82.7.
Unless, of course, a robber gets you first.
Which is unlikely.
HGB

Hothfield Short Mat Bowls Club

We would like to invite new members to join us. We meet on Tuesday Evenings at
the Village Hall. Membership for the year costs just £10. There is a charge of £1.50
per week for Mat Fees and refreshments. You can, if you wish, join the South East
Kent League, where you will play matches against
other teams on a Home and Away basis. If you

wish to play just for
above fees still apply. Please come along and gi
it a try, itds fun! Tr

charge; if you enjoy it, then you can enrol in the
Club. Just turn up on s Tuesday evening, or for
more info contact Graham on 643662. We look
forward to seeing you.

Graham Parke
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FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 201

My, how time flies. Once again it was
time for the KCC Wardens Annual
Football Tournament. At 10.00 on Sat-
urday the various teams gathered in
the car park adjacent to Stanhope
Youth Centre.

Bridget King, KCC Youth Worker,
kindly offered to arrange both the
OHothfield Te-
the necessary transport " "* "
to get our
village
team to
the venue.

Our village
team this year
was made up of
the following
young people
who played in
the 140 16 year
group:

Jordan Tappenden.
Jack Jenkins.

Jimmy Jenkins

Armund Van Der Watt

John Dray Van Der Watt.

The tournament was
slightly different this year
in that the venue was
indoors at the Youth —frf"
Centre in Stanhope.

The number of teams entered was
again well into double figures which
guaranteed a full days activities.

The day started at 10.00 where the
KCC Wardens and KCC Youth Workers
began their preparation to ensure that
the essentials were in place and avail-
able to all.

As well as the essentials like referees,
footballs, bibs, goals etc., we also had
to consider first aid, barbecue, food,
drinks, trophies, and a suitable area
for the prize giving.

Once everything was in place and
finalised, we were able to register the
participating teams and ensure that
the relevant consent forms had been
completed and handed in. Villages
and areas represented were Stanhope,
Tenterden, Wittersham, Hothfield,

Bet hersden,
Chopra and Bridget King, KCC Youth
Workers were then able to finalise the
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draw for both the 14016 and the 16
19 age groups. The first game kicked
off at 11.00.

We had 19 teams to play through the
preliminary heats which during the
course of the morning began to high-
light who might make it through to

the semifinals.
Unfortunately our team from
Hothfield was unable to over-
come the size and age differ-
ence of the other teams and
did not win through to the
semifinals. Nevertheless they
played extremely well.
VERY WELL DONE, LADS.
You did both yourselves and Hoth-
field proud. We hope to see you
al | again playi
competition.
Thanks must also go to the
following groups
and indi-
viduals
without
whom
the day
would
not have been

the success it was:

Ashford Rotary Club for their dona-
tion of £100, and their continuing sup-
port and sponsorship for the trophies
and medals.

Tenterden Town Council for their
support and sponsorship.

The CeOperative store, Brookfield
Road, Ashford for their donation of
food and drink.

Tenterden Tesco store.

Finally our sincere thanks must go to
PCSO Stuart Manning for refereeing
throughout the day, and to Brigadier
Mike Hill, OBE. KCC Cabinet Member
for Communities, for agreeing to pre-
sent the trophies to all team members
on completion of {

Thanks also to the KCC Youth Work-
ers and their helpers, The Sexual
Health Workers who attended and to
the Community Wardens.

gamse and run th|s very successfu I
day. Hope to see you all next year!

David Beckley
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Hothfield Village Hall Management
Committee Meeting

2nd August

at 7pm in the
tre. All are welcome to come.

Newsletter Deadline

15th August

Please send your contributions for the
September Hothfield Newsletter to
hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk

Family Photography Session

21st August

in the Village Hall.

Organised by Dual Focus Photog-
raphy, more details from 01233
222516

World Cinema Film Club

22nd August

the yllage Eall,16.3Qpra tor, 7 HQpm
start, ends approx. 9.00pmThe
HOTHFIELD WORLD CINEMA FILM
CLUB proudly presents Mid August
Lunch (in Italian with English subti-
tles.) Entrance £5/£2 concessions, no
children under 15, tea and coffee avail-
able.

September

Hothfield Village Hall Management
Committee Meeting

6th September

at 7pm the Bluebel
tre. All are welcome to come.

Fun Dog Show and Village Fete

19th September

at the Village Hall. Supported by the
RSPCA. your help is needed to provide
volunteers and organisers. Forms will
be available for you to enter your dog
into one of the fun competitions such
as the waggiest tail, or prettiest bitch.
The Fete will also include sidehows,
displays and a Boot Fair. All pitch
bookings to 01233 620537

ContraFusion Dance

25th September

at the Village Hall. Doors open 7.30pm
hf@ practic. he EnglisheGprtrg Dance

Band with

Andrew

Swaine

provides

the dance =

music

from 8pm

until

11pm.
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So, what are we doing about it?

News from the Parish Council

As many of you will have read the
article on fly tipping in the July edition
of the Hothfield Newsletter it really
seems appropriate to update everyone
about what is going to happen. Your
Parish Council of course wants to help
sort out the problem. Last month Com-
munity Payback, through the help and
support of Michelle Gooding, Commu-
nity Payback Officer organised a group
of young men to begin to cut the long
grass at the side of the playing field on
School Road. Sadly as a result of cut-
backs Community Payback has now
been amalgamated into the CSU
(Community Safety Unit) As a result |
very much doubt that we shall see the
level of support we have enjoyed in
the past. Remember their involvement
in the painting of the village hall and

the removal of so much rubbish from remove rubbish but also to enableresi- of i deas which | dm
the woods along Coach Drive? We must dents to dispose of large unwanted helpful.
be very grateful to them and to Mi- items. Dondt forget that

tions as to what can but also can not
be put in a skip. It should not be used
for either soil or rubble.

Shirley Whittington

chelle Gooding for organising their
work.

The Parish Council is to organise the
hire of a skip to be used not only to

To help us in this process please talk
to Dave Beckley, our very effective
Community Warden, and tell him what
you need to have removed. He has lots

COMPUTER COURSE

June saw the start of the longwaited computer course. This is held at the Bluebells Centre, all day on the second Frida
the month and morning only on the fourth Friday. Those who registered with Training Highway should have received a le|
ter from Phil Birch containing a user name and password enabling you to download a timetable of the sessions and train
and support material s. I f you havendt received your | g

arendt able to down
enquiries@traininghighway.org.uk

| oad from the

Training

Hi ghway web
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time to enter the
Charing 10k Run

Goto
www.runnersworld.co.uk/events
to find out more!

The race starts at
Charing Primary Schoo
at 10.30am
on 4™ September.
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tickets for the Kennington
Fayre through SANDS. This
and our tombola at the
Fayre helped us raise £300
for this charity and we
were delighted that four of
the people who bought
tickets from usdtwo from
Bingod won raffle prizes.
Thanks to everyone.

Chris and Chris Twydell
Coach Drive
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Qothfield News is printed by CASE Kent,
and edited and published by Hedley
GrenfellBanks. Telephone 07746 994076.
Email: hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk.

If you have information to share , or an
opinion to express, please write to the Edi-
tor. Try and keep your comments positive,
but note that if you do express criticism of
any person or body, they will have the right
to reply in the same issue. The deadline for
contributions is August 15, and the Septem-
ber Newsletter will be distributed as near as

possible to the beginning of the month.
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