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Kent Free Trees Scheme 
 

This scheme offers individuals and organisations up to 25 
native trees each, free of charge. All you have to do is col-
lect them, plant them and care for them as they grow. 
The trees are two-to-three year old 'whips', typically up 
to 1 metre tall.  
They may be supplied bare-rooted.  Twenty-five trees 
will easily pack into a bin bag and fit into the boot of a 
car. The trees can be planted as single trees or used to 
create a woodland, copse or hedgerow. 
The closing date for applications on 30 October 2010.  
The trees will be ready for collection at the begin-
ning of December.  
Further information can be obtained from : 
http://www.kent.gov.uk/

environment_and_planning/wildlife_and_landscapes/

kent_free_trees_scheme.aspx 
 

Just download the form, fill in and send off. 
Sue Starkings, Tree Warden 

The Hothfield project was launched 
on 1st September and will run every 
Friday Night out of the village hall. 
The project is open from 6 until 
8.30pm for young people between the 
ages of 11 and 19. 

The Young Traveller Project has 
been working in the village since Janu-
ary and has run activities in the hall 
and on the common. There have been 
a number of opportunities available to 
the young people through the Young 
Traveller Project. 
These have included a trip to Pure 
Rush Paintballing near Hamstreet, a 
joint venture with Christ Church 
Youth Centre enjoyed by all the young 
people who took part, and a weekly-
run curriculum -based programme of 
activities. The funding from The Big 
Lottery will enable the Project to con-
tinue for three more years. 

Young people who had been involved 
with planning the room decorations 
for Triangle Awards, a celebration of 
Young People's achievements 
throughout Ashford and Shepway, 

number of activities on offer. These 
include arts and crafts, cooking, Wii 
Dance, Play Station games and sport. 
There is a tuck shop available through-
out the evening and there is always a 
qualified youth worker available for 
them to talk to and discuss issues they 
may have. The hall has been booked up 
until Christmas. However this will be 

extended in the New Year. 
In addition to this we are 

running a 10 week me-
chanics programme at 

Goldwyn School. This 
will teach our young-
sters basic car mainte-

nance and give them an 
accredited outcome. 

Young people from Hoth-
field will be supporting the 

village hall to try and raise 
money for resources and trips by run-
ning a penalty shootout stall at the 
Hothfield Fête. 

If you would like any further details 
or are willing to volunteer at the  
Project please contact me on  
07917 639 080 

Bridget King  

Hothfield Youth Project 
were invited to participate in a "Thank 
You" trip to Thorpe Park which was 
organised by Folkestone Crime and 
Disorder Reduction Partnership. 
Support Workers  

Young People have also been in-
volved in the process of inter-
viewing applicants for the 
role of Support Work-
ers to work with 
them in the village. 
We are pleased to 
inform  
you that Richie 
Richardson and 
Karen Pearce were 
both successful at 
the interviews and will 
take up their posts as 
soon as all the relevant paper 
work is processed. 

The light cages are now up in the vil-
lage hall, making it a more functional 
and user-friendly place for youngsters 
to meet and participate in a number of 
sports activities. 

At the Youth Project there are a 
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A RETIREMENT AND A NEW BEGINNING AT CHARING SURGERY 

Hothfield Heathlands Nature Reserve 
Come out on October 

10th to make a differ-

ence for climate 

change. 
 

On 10th  October 2010 (10/10/10) 
groups from around the world will be 
trying to make a difference by get-
ting involved in activities that will 
reduce carbon emissions. You can 
find out more on the 350.org website, 

which is coordinating these activities.  
http://www.350.org/  
Bog Restoration  

They include things like tree planting, recycling activities, 
gardening parties, swapping cars for bikes and many others. 
In Hothfield we are having a bog restoration day! 

As some of you know, Hothfield Heathlands contains 
Kentõs last surviving acid bog. As well as being a fantastic 
place for wildlife (flowers, insects, reptiles etc.), bogs are a 
great way of storing carbon! 

The Wonder of Peat  

Bogs are formed over thousands of years; vegetation that 
builds up under water wonõt rot and in time creates peat.  

Trees will live for a few hundred years, and then release all 
their stored carbon back into the atmosphere. Peat, on the 
other hand, can store carbon for thousands of years.  

By recreating areas of lost bog we will be 
providing new areas to store carbon for gen-
erations to come. 

Join us on 10/10/10 to raise water levels, 
remove invading vegetation and 
generally get wet and muddy!! 

We will be starting at 10:00am, 
meeting in the reserve car park 
on Cade road. Make sure you bring 
welly boots, and warm, weather-
proof clothes!!  

If you would like to know more,  
get in touch on 
ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk or ring 
01622 662012. 

Ian Rickards 

know that heõll be spending many 
fruitful hours in his gardens and 
woodlands, with more than a spot of 
bird-watching thrown in, reading from 
his extensive library, and relaxing 
with his family. He is an enthusiastic 
and experienced cricket umpire, and 
one of the chief attractions of having 
more time in between his other inter-
ests is the opportunity he will have to 
spend even more time on the field, 
involved in the game that he loves. 

No doubt we will all miss him in 
many individual ways, and everybody 
at the surgery and in the pharmacy 
will miss his wisdom, his care and con-
cern, his way of making all staff feel 
part of one team (batting for the same 
side!), and of course his great sense of 
humour. 

Our new senior partner is Dr Bill 

Warrilow, who has been at the surgery 
since 1997. Dr Neil Poplett is continu-
ing as a partner, and two doctors al-
ready in place, Dr Rosalyn Dunnet and 
Dr Sanjeeva Naganathar (who is taking 
on Dr Listerõs role as GP trainer), have 
joined the partnership. They are ably 
supported by two salaried doctors, Dr 
Mira Petrovic and Dr Rachel Sharp, 
who have been familiar faces here for 
some years, and by Dr Raymond 
Sarkar, who joined us in September. 

We are sure you will want to wish Dr 
Lister a long, happy and healthy un-
retirement, and to wish Dr Warrilow 
and his team all the best for the future 
success of our surgery. 

Tony Gooden 
 

Please note that the Surgery telephone 
and fax numbers have changed; see the 
new numbers on Page 4. 

Some of you will already be aware 
that Dr Terry Lister, senior partner, 
left  Charing Surgeryon 30 September 
to start a well-earned early retire-
ment. This is a source of sadness for 
many, as Dr Lister has been a much-
loved and respected doctor here for 
many years. As well as providing his 
skills and care to his patients, he has 
also been a trainer of GP registrars for 
28 years, and many up-and-coming 
doctors have benefitted from his ad-
vice, expertise and experience, when 
they have spent anything from 6 
months to a year in Charing under his 
watchful eye, before completing their 
qualifications and going off to join 
other practices. 

Dr Lister will not be bored, we can 
guarantee, and in fact retirement is 
probably a misnomer in his case! We 

http://www.350.org/
mailto:ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk


Hothfield History Society 

More memories 

from the late 1940s  
As promised in the August Newslet-
ter Iõve included extracts from an e-
mail received from Michael Allen who 
recalls some of his time at Hothfield.  
 

Nissen 912 
 Michael wrote: òMy memories of liv-

ing in a Nissen Hut on Hothfield Com-
mon are somewhat vague, because I 
would have been only four or five at 
the time, 1948/49.  We lived at number 
912, I know that because my sister was 
born in January 1949 while we were 
there and the address is on her birth 
certificate.  My dad was working as a 
coalman for a firm called Hinchcliffeõs 
so we had plenty of coal for the stove.  
I also think we had clean coal sacks on 
the floor for insulation under the lino. 
 

Red-hot Stovepipe  

The chimney from the stove came 
through the dividing wall into the bed-
room and out through the roof.  I re-
member lying in bed in the early 
morning and could see the pipe glow-
ing red in the semi darkness where my 
father had just stoked the fire putting 
plenty of coal on.  One of my fatherõs 
favourite chores whilst we lived on the 
common was emptying the chemical 
toilet, he had to carry it quite a dis-
tance to empty it into the communal 
cesspit.  I donõt remember the occur-

rence myself, but mum and dad often 
mentioned the evening when he was 
emptying the toilet and slipped into 
the pit with muck up to his knees. 
 

Off to School  

My most vivid memory of my mother 
while we lived on the common was 
when she delivered me to school for 
the first time at the Hothfield primary 
school.  I should have started in Janu-
ary 1949 but probably owing to the 
fact my mother was heavily pregnant 
and eventually gave birth to my sister 
in January, I was a bit late starting!ó 
Weõre grateful to Michael for his  

recollections which will form part of 
our archive along with a copy of his 
sisterõs birth certificate showing her 
hut number. 

 

Hothfield Heathlands 

History Walk  

9 October, 2pm 
Hothfield History Society has pro-

duced a guided walk for anyone to fol-
low that takes in some of the older 
buildings and interesting features in 
the village.  Part of the walk includes 
the Common where the Nissen huts 
were and where other evidence of the 
armyõs occupation can still be found. 

In conjunction with Kent Wildlife 
Trustõs Warden, Ian Rickards, we 
would like to invite you all on a free 
guided walk around the Heathland.  
Ian will explain how our local nature 
reserve site is managed and why it is 
so unique.  As itõs October the flora 
and fauna will not be at their best but 
Ian will still be able to point out some 
of the important species.  Members of 
the History Society will also pick out a 
few of the historic features of the site 
as we go round. 

The free walk will start from the 
Bluebells Childrenõs Centre (the old 
school) at 2pm on Saturday 9th Octo-
ber.  Please bring stout footwear as the 
ground is a little uneven and may well 
be damp in places.  The walk will be 
about 1½ miles but could take 2½ hours 
as we look at things along the way.  
There will be a few stops to rest but no 
refreshments will be provided. 

Chris Rogers 

Erratum 
I apologise for an error in the 

September Newsletter where  
I stated that George Sainsbury 
recalled delivering papers to 
Charles Andrews in the basement 
of Hothfield Manor.  The truth,  
in fact, is more interesting in that 
one day Mr Sainsbury senior 
called on Mr Andrews, who was 
Lord Hothfieldõs Estate Manager, 
to pay his rent but was appre-
hended by guards on duty at the 
Manor (this was during the  
second World War) who wanted  
to know what Mr Sainsbury was 
up to. 
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REMINDERS 
The after school club/Funky Fun 

club for primary aged children will 
continue to run at Bluebells  

Children's Centre on Wednesdays 
3.30 - 5pm. New members are  

always welcome. For more details 
either call the centre on 01233 

622296 or Dawn on 07827 870508.   
Do you have a child of pre-school 

age? Would you like them to  
attend pre-school but have  

transport issues? If so please call 
Dawn on 078278 70508.  

Hothfield News is edited,  

printed  and published by  

Hedley Grenfell-Banks and distrib-

uted by volunteers for Hothfield 

Parish Council.   

Telephone 07746 994076. Email: 

hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk.  

If you have information to share, 
or an opinion to express, please 
write to the Editor.  Try and keep 
your comments positive, but note 
that if you do express criticism of 
any person or body, they will have 
the right to reply in the same is-
sue. The deadline for contributions 
is October 15, and the November 
Newsletter will be distributed  as 
near as possible to the  beginning 
of the month. 



News from the Parish Council 
 Because the Parish Council does not 

meet in August, there was much to 
catch up with at our September meet-
ing. In spite of not meeting for many 
weeks your Parish Councillors were 
busy throughout August trying to 
make things happen for Hothfield and 
to resolve some of the issues which 
have been worrying , even annoying 
us, for months. 
For instance it 
is taking a 
ridiculous 
amount of 
time to find 
a solution to 
traffic 
speeding 
through our vil-
lage. However, many of 
you will have noticed by now the small 
repeater 30mph signs along Coach 
Drive and two rubber cables which 
appeared on School Road at the begin-
ning of September. These cables are 
measuring both the volume and speed 
of traffic along School Road. Once this 
exercise has been completed, a KCC 
Highways engineer will suggest a plan 
which he feels will reduce traffic 
speed. After the plan is drawn up, resi-
dents will be consulted before any 
work is undertaken. Naturally the cost 
of installing traffic calming measures 
will be a major issue for us. Fortu-
nately our County Councillor, Richard 
King , has raised funding for the re-
view and is prepared to help fund the 
measures suggested by the County 
engineer. We are very grateful to him 
for his continuing support for the vil-
lage.    
 Who says nobody cares?  

We often hear that nobody really 
cares about Hothfield whereas we 
have  in fact received so much help 
and support from various individuals, 
organisations and charities these past 
few years. One of these, for example, is 
the Big Lottery. The generous grant we 
have received from them has enabled 
Bridget King and her team to set up a 
wide range of activities for our young-
sters over the next three years. You 
can read about some of the proposed 
youth activities in Bridgetõs article on 
the front page of this Newsletter. 

 Fund-raising Group  

As the precept allocated to the vil-
lage from Ashford Borough Council is 
insufficient to enable us to pay for the 
various activities which would enrich 
all of our lives your Parish Council 
took a decision at its September meet-
ing to set up a very small group , no 

more than three residents, to help 
raise funding for 

village initia-
tives we 

would like 
to see in 
opera-
tion. In 

the past, 
Bob Rivers 

has accumulated a 
vast amount of experi-

ence and expertise in raising money 
for Hothfield. He now feels it is time to 
hand this task over to someone else 
although he has agreed to teach the 
new fundraisers the tricks of the 
trade! Thank you , Bob, from us all. 
 Many Thanks  

Finally, by the time this Newsletter 
appears the village Fête will have 
taken place. Community Payback, who 
in the past have done so much to sup-
port us, will again have helped on both 
Saturday and Sunday, the day of the 
Fête. However, here, we should say a 
big thank you to the new Village Hall 
Committee who have worked so hard 
over the summer to make the Fête a 
huge success. We look forward to read-
ing in the next Newsletter that all that 
effort has been rewarded.  

Shirley Whittington. 

Getting to know 

your Parish 

Councillors 
  

In the September issue of the 
Newsletter, David Parker, one 
of our Parish Councillors 
wrote an interesting, short 
item about himself and what 
he does for the Parish Coun-
cil. We shall read more from 
others: Kay Pender in No-
vember and Penny Sutcliffe in 
December. 
               

Useful Numbers  
 
Contact the Parish Council through 
the Parish Clerk, Mrs Judith Batt 
Keg Barn, Shadoxhurst,  
Ashford, Kent TN26 1HX 
Tel: 01233 733994. 
 
Your Parish Councillors are:  
 
Chairman:  
Mr L Krause 
Tel: 01233 643497 
   
Vice-Chairman:  
Mrs S Whittington 
Tel: 01233 621495 
   
Members:  
 

Mr J Collins 
Tel: 01233 662921 
   

Mr D Parker 
Tel: 01233 635949 
   

Mr A Rawlins 
Tel: 01233 620382 
   

Mrs P Sutcliffe 
Tel: 01233 634191 
   

Mrs K Pender 
Tel: 01233 666377 
   

Mr P Howard 
Tel: 01233 623568 
   

Mrs A Bramfit 
Tel: 01233 636734 
 
Village Information Helpline  
01233 640 355 
The helpline is run by volunteers 
who answer calls from rural resi-
dents who need help accessing ser-
vices. We provide information 
about national, county, borough 
and village services.  
 
Ashford Borough Council  
01233 331111 
 
Community Warden David 

Beckley  
07811 271306 
 
PCSO Martin Sabin, PC Chris 

Miller  
07980 770577 
 
Rev. Lindsay Hammond  
01233 712576 
 
Charing Surgery  
01233 714490 
(Please note: this is a NEW number.) 
Fax 01233 713782 
Pharmacy Fax 01233 713329 
 



OCTOBER NEWS  
 

G7 Evensong at Hothfield  
Our first-Sunday G7 Evensong will be 
at 6pm on Sunday 3rd October, neatly 
coinciding with Harvest Festival.  
 

Monday Evening Group  
The next meeting will be the 4th Octo-
ber, at 7.30pm at Westwell Vicarage. 
The subject of the meeting will be The 
First Three Gospels. All welcome, but 
please ring Lindsay on 01233 712576. 
 

Hothfield Coffee Morning  
The monthly free coffee and cake 
(and company too) will be served in 
Hothfield Village Hall on Tuesday 5th 
October, 10.30 to 11.30am.  

 

Bishop Trevor to G7  
Bishop Trevor will be our celebrant 
and preacher at the G7 Eucharist on 
Sunday 31st Oct. at Pluckley at 9.30am. 
 

Commemoration of the  

Faithful Departed  
This annual service will be held on 
Sunday 31st October at 4pm. At this 
service we shall remember all those of 
our parish who have died during the 
past two years, together with others 
whose remembrance has been re-
quested. 
 

Remembrance Sunday  
This year we mark Remembrance 
Sunday on 14th November. There will 
be services of remembrance in all our 
churches on that day, at 10.45am (but 
at 9.30am at Little Chart). 

Saint Margaretõs Church Services for  

October 
 

SUNDAY 3rd OCTOBER  

18th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
The Eucharist 9.30am;  
G7 Harvest Evensong  6pm. 
 
SUNDAY 10th OCTOBER  

19th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
Hothfield: The Eucharist 11am      
              
SUNDAY 17th OCTOBER  

ST LUKE THE EVANGELIST  
Hothfield: Family Service  
 
SUNDAY 24th OCTOBER  

BIBLE SUNDAY  
Hothfield: Holy Communion 9.30am; 
Messy Church (Bluebells) 3.30pm 
 
SUNDAY 31st OCTOBER  

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY  
Charing, Charing H, Egerton, Hoth-
field, and Pluckley: 
Service of Commemoration 4pm  
 
EVERY TUESDAY IN OCTOBER  
Charing: Holy Communion 9am 

Messy Church is coming to 

Hothfield this autumn, 

starting on Sunday 24 th  

October (3.30pm -5pm) in 

Bluebells Sure Start  

Childrenõs Centre. 
 

Messy Church will be a 

once-a-month time when 

families can come  

together to have fun,  

to make things, enjoy a 

Sunday afternoon tea and 

celebrate God.  

So why not come along 

and see what itõs like? 

  

For more information, contact 

Sue Starkings  

Tel: 01233 643497  

Dear Friends, 
 

Iõm rushing to get this letter fin-
ished before going on holiday. We 
will spend part of our time away at 
Center Parcs where, according to 
the adverts, we shall have plenty of 
opportunity to simply ôstand and 
stareõ. Later we shall travel to Scot-
land, visiting my brother and his 
family who live near Stirling. 

We all need a holiday now and 
again. There is a connection be-
tween holidays and many faith tra-
ditions, the notion that we can't just 
go on and on and on without inter-
rupting the rhythm of work and life 
for rest and reflection.  

Holidays provide a brief escape 
from the continuous cycle of work 
and activity. For many people a 
twenty-first century lifestyle is an 
unsatisfactory combination of the hi
-tech and inner angst: our work in-
creasingly follows us around and 
seeks us out wherever we are. 
Switching off is easier said and 
rarely done.  

The books of the Bible are full of 
stories and parables and basic sound 
advice that the protection and pres-
ervation of the human body and 
soul is rooted in the ability to stop, 
and pause, and rest. Only by doing 
this every so often can the human 
psyche be refreshed and renewed.  

No wonder meditation is so ea-
gerly sought by a new generation of 
the restless. So many people want 
more time for themselves, to discern 
what is truly important for them. 
Many just want a moment ôto beõ.  
ôBe still and knowõ is one of the 

best known phrases of the Old Tes-
tament. Being still is certainly a 
tough challenge for many of us. 
Knowing how and why to be still is 
the key to getting a healthier bal-
ance between being and doing. And 
a better spiritual balance can be the 
key to seeing other aspects of our 
lives in a completely changed way. 
Such rare opportunities to restore 
and renew our inner being should 
surely be seized at every opportunity. 

With every good wish, 
Lindsay Hammond  



On Sunday 24 th  October 2010  

The Hothfield World Cinema Film Club  

proudly presents: 

Set in the early 1950s in post-World War II Yugoslavia 

during the paranoid years of the Tito reformation, this 

warm comedy tells the story of a family through the eyes 

of 6 year-old Malik, whose father Meġa has ógone away 

on businessô (i.e. sent to a labour camp) supposedly after 

a careless remark about a political newspaper cartoon, in 

reality also due to his affair with the mistress of his high-

ranking party official brother-in-law.  Family drama and 

acutely observed social comedy are expertly blended to-

gether into a gentle, touching film alive with humanity 

and humour, winner of the coveted Palme dôOr award. 

(in Serbo-Croatian with English subtitles) 

 

Hothfield Village Hall, Park Drive, Hothfield TN26 1EG       

Tickets: £5 (£2 unemployed/students), Free parking 

Doors open 6.30pm - 7pm start (ends approx.9pm) 

Tea/Coffee available: No children under 15. 

No alcohol to be consumed on the premises 

 
The Hothfield World Cinema Film Club meets on the fourth Sunday 

of each month. It is a non-profit organisation founded with the aim 

of providing community entertainment and promoting awareness 

and appreciation of other countries and cultures, and is run entirely 

by volunteers. Any funds collected go towards the costs for hiring and 

heating the Village Hall, and paying for individual film license fees. 

Ashford Quakers  
extend a warm welcome to an  

Open Day  
to be held at Friends House, Albert Road, Ashford on 

Saturday 9 October from 10am to 4pm.  
 

Features include an exhibition and a Fair Trade stall, 

and free refreshments will be served. 

There will be books for sale and leaflets available. 

Members will welcome visitors and will be pleased to 

answer questions.  

Training Highway 
Computers and the Internet 
The programme for the final sessions in October is as follows; 
 

Friday,October 8th  
Either 9.00am to 10.30am. Improvers. Effective emailing. 
Or I11am to 12.30am . Improvers. Effective emailing. 
1.00pm to 2.00pm Open Forum and computer clinic. 
2,00pm to 3.00pm Beginners. Simple documents. 
Friday, 22nd October  
9.00am to 12.30pm. Support Group. If you have a problem 
come along for individual help. 
The Future?  
If you would like to continue to develop your skills why not 
join Training Highway and get a wide range of learning and 
support for your computer. Membership is from £13.99 per 
month. Call 01304 617174 for details. 

Have you got a story you would 

like to tell? A poem you would like 

to write? Do you like to make  

people laugh? 

Are you aged 50+? 

CaseKent (Community Action for South East 

Kent) are looking to run a free creative writing 

courses in your area through their CILA 

(Community Information & Liaison Assistant), 

Michael James. 

This six week course is suitable for  

beginners and those with some writing  

experience. It will give you the oppor- 

tunity to try your hand at different kinds  

of writing such as short stories, poetry 

and comedy.  Each week, you will be able  

to receive constructive feedback on your  

own work in a relaxed, supportive and fun  

environment. 

If you are interested in signing up for 

this free course please contact: 

Michael James 

CaseKent, Berwick House,  

8 Elwick Road, Ashford  TN23 1PF   

Tel:  01233 646536 

michaeljames@casekent.org.uk 

 



COMMUNITY SKIPS FOR USE BY 

RESIDENTS OF HOTHFIELD 
As many of you will be aware, Ash-

ford Borough Council will make a 
charge of £15 per item to remove 
waste or unwanted items from resi-
dentõs properties.  Because of this cost 
and the fact that many people do not 
have the means to remove these items 
themselves, we are presented with the 
problem of individuals resorting to 
dumping rubbish in the local wooded 
areas around the village, particularly 
on Coach Drive. 

    To help reduce the likelihood of 
this occurring, Hothfield Parish Coun-
cil has, on two occasions now, hired 
and paid for a communal skip to assist 
residents in the village with disposing 
of unwanted items FREE of Charge.  
The latest skip arrived on Friday 13th 
August 2010 and was removed when 
full on Wednesday 18th August 2010.  
This skip was positioned on Plantation 
Close. 

    As the funds of ALL Parish Councils 
are now somewhat limited, and are 
usually earmarked to be available for 
more pressing issues, it has been sug-
gested by a number of Hothfield resi-
dents, that there may be enough inter-
est in the village for a skip to be pro-
vided on a more regular basis.  What I 
would like to propose therefore 
through this article, is to see who and 
how many people would be interested 
in the suggestion that has been made. 

This suggestion is to contribute a small 
sum of money, say £2, towards a fund 
which will be set up to provide a skip 
on demand in the village. I would be 
prepared to organise with the ap-
proval of the Parish Council the order-
ing, positioning, payment and removal 
of the skip as and when required.  This 
of course will only happen if enough 
contributions are offered from the 
residents.  So that everyone is aware of 
the costs involved, the cost to the Par-
ish Council for the skip which has just 
been removed was £211.50.  As you will 
see by this amount, we will need  
everyone who has used the skip previ-
ously, or might choose to use the next 
one to reduce the costs of removing 
waste items to think seriously as to 
whether £2 is a donation worth mak-
ing. 

    If you are interested in this initia-
tive and are prepared to contribute to 
this worthwhile cause, then please 
phone your Community Warden Dave 
Beckley on 07811 271306.  No monies 
will be collected until we know that 
this is going to be successful. If we do 
not get enough people pledging their 
£2 then obviously we will not pursue 
this initiative.  

    Thank you. 
Dave Beckley, KCC Community Warden. 

Charing & Hothfield Areas 
 07811 271306. 

VOLUNTEERS 

WANTED  
  

Bluebells Children's Centre  
requires volunteers for the following 
positions: 
  

MINIBUS DRIVER  
Monday and Wednesday mornings to 
help with transporting local children 
to the pre-school at Charing. 
 

TOY LIBRARY ASSISTANT  
Thursday mornings: this involves  
helping families choose toys to bor-
row and keeping records of where 
the toys are. This is for 2 hours fort-
nightly.  
 

GARDENER  
1 hour a week to keep the childrenõs 
sensory garden under control and 
looking nice by planting it as and 
when needed. 
  

Please contact the centre for more 
details. 
  

Dawn Potter 
Community Involvement Worker 
Bluebells Children's Centre 
School Road, Hothfield TN23 1HA 
dawn.potter@kent.gov.uk 
01233 622296 or  07827870508 

HALLOWEõEN 2010 
Now that Halloweõen is fast ap-

proaching, I would like to let all resi-
dents of Hothfield know that I have a 
number of suitable stickers, to put in 
your windows or on front doors if you 
do not wish to be bothered by òTrick 
or Treatersó.  These stickers are not 
designed or displayed to spoil the fun 
that some people may have celebrat-
ing Halloweõen, but we must all be 
mindful and understand that not eve-
ryone is able, or indeed wants, to take 
part or be troubled by people knocking 
on their doors at night. 

    If you would like a sticker, please 
contact me on 07811 271306 and I will 
put one through your letter box. 

    For those in the community who 
wish to celebrate Halloweõen, there 
will be a party at the village hall on a 
date yet to be confirmed, possibly 29th 
October.  Watch out for further details.  
Now is the time for everyone intend-
ing to visit the party to start preparing 
their scariest costume as there will be 
prizes for the best.  Thank you.   
See you there! 

Dave Beckley 

Hair and Beauty Here in Hothfield 

Jean Boorman (Hairdresser)  01233 758219 

Esme Tully (Beautician) 1233 861396. 

PRIVATE HIRE CARS 
AIRPORTS AND SEAPORTS, THEATRES  
AND EVENTS. LOCAL AND DISTANCE RUNS  
ADVANCE BOOKING REQUIRED. To book, call  
LES on 01233 630512 or mobile  07894 716007  

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅΗ /ƘǊƛǎ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ 
the Manager at Lakeside Village in Chapel Road, is only 
too happy to share the facilities there with Hothfield  
residents. If you would like to know more or make an 
appointment, just contact: 



But it was not so. Old Nyson Bright, wandering about in the dark, 

had lost his way. Darkly (who else?), venturing alone into the track-
less wastes, found him lying in a heap (not the muck-heap this 
time) and carried him home. On the way, they met the village post-

man, also lost in the dark ð with what result, dear Reader, we shall 
see in a moment. Have patience. 
The next day, in Sir Jasperõs grimly mansion (Dammit Hall, Dam-

ham, Blastshire), the villainous Baronet paced the Long Gallery as 
he awaited the appointed hour of noon. With him were his evil 
assistant, Murkie Deeds, and his almost equally evil housekeeper, 

Rhoda Dendron. 
ôCurses, Curses!õ cried Sir Jasper, ôFive to twelve and still she has 
not come. I was sure she would believe all my lying promises and 

arrive this morning to ñ ha har ñ pay the rent.õ 
ôAnd Iõve got de best dungeon mucked out and ready for ôer, tooõ, 
moaned Murkie. ôWaste of effort, I call it.õ 

Rhoda was contemptuous. ôThese peasants donõt know their place, 
thatõs the trouble. You canõt trust them to do what theyõre told. 
Hereõs my fiancy cleared out the dungeon ñ and it wasnõt arf a 

bovver gettinõ them pigs out ñ and me laid in a  supply of bread anõ 
water, and where is the wretched girl?õ 
Murkie had an idea, a rare event. ôBoss.... If she doesnõt come and 

we burn the house down, can I light the match? Iõve bin practisinõ 
anõ I fink I can manage.õ 
ôAnd can I spray petrol over everyfing?õ begged Rhoda. 

Well, thought Sir Jasper, Iõm glad those two are getting married, theyõre 
made for each other. Then I can fire them, theyõre useless; I employ them 
as cook and butler, but she canõt cook and he canõt buttle. 

It was one minute before the hour of twelve. 
ôCurses, cursesõ cried Sir Jasper, ôwill she never be mine?õ 
ôYippeeõ, gloated Murkie. ôIõm gonna get to burn a house down!õ 

The clock struck twelve; simultaneously, a knock was heard at the 
massive oaken door. Sir Jasper, ignoring in the heat of his passion 
the fact that he had a butler to do the job, flung the door wide. 

Framed against the glare of the noonday sun (which, in that dress, 
was a mistake), there stood Honour. 
ôI have comeõ, she declaimed, ôto pay the rentõ. 

Her evil landlord was exultant.  
ôYOU HAVE COME TO PAY THE RENT! Triumph! Triumph! She is 
mine at last! She has come to pay the rent. I ordered her to pay in 

coin or in person, and here she is ð in person. She is mine, ha har... 
But stay! Why are all these people here?õ 
For Honour was not alone. Behind her stood her father, Darkly and 

Pretty Hansum, and a tall, dark, mysterious stranger with very 
large feet in shiny black boots. 
ôThese peopleõ, said Honour, ôhave all come as witnesses.õ 

ôWITNESSES???õ 
ôYesõ, replied old Mr. Bright, ôIf enough witnesses, including a po-
liceman, see that Honour has paid the rent, you will no longer have 

the right to evict us from our humble abodes.õ 
Jasper chose to address the stranger. ôYouõ, he snarled, ôare not our 
village policeman. Who are you and where do you come from?õ 

ôMy nameõs Dustbin. Iõm from the Yard.õ 
ôWe decidedõ, put in Darkly, ôthat the local policeman might be too 
scared of you to testify against you, so we sent to London for a po-

lice witness.õ 

Jasper was unimpressed. ôSo... Well, now, young lady; if youõve come 

to ñ ha har ñ pay the rent, start paying.õ 
Honour replied in a soft, seductive voice, ôVery well, Sir Jasper. Would 
you repeat the alternatives open to me?õ 

ôWith pleasure. Either you pay me five  silver shillings, which you 
havenõt got, or you consent to come and live with me, or I burn your 
fatherõs and your sweetheartõs houses to the ground.õ 

ôSir Jasper, you know I will do anything rather than see my father 
homeless; therefore I have no choice.õ 
ôCome to my arms, my beloved!õ 

Honour stood proudly in front of JASPER, slowly pulled up her skirt, 
took a purse out of her frilly bloomers, and paid him his five bob. 
Jasper was not pleased. ôFoiled!õ he cried, ôfoiled by a chit of a girl!õ 

Darkly stepped between heroine and villain ôNow she has fulfilled her 
obligationsõ, he proclaimed. ôwe can retire with Honour.õ And they all 
turned to leave. 

ôOne momentõ, called Sir Jasper, ôHow did you come by this enormous 
sum of money? Five bob is a monthõs wages for one of your menial 
sort.õ 

ôIt came in the postõ, answered Nyson Bright. ôA letter addressed to 
me. Inside the envelope was a ten-shilling note and a piece of paper. 
On the paper was written òFrom a well-wisheróõ. 

We must deal with this well-wisherõ muttered Sir Jasper to his evil 
butler. 
ôDatõs easy. We just bump off everybody using the village wishing-

well.õ 
ôNot that sort of well-wisher, fool. Where was this letter posted?õ 
ôIt was postedõ, replied Darkly, ôin the village of Blueberry, in Mump-

shire.õ 
Inspector Dustbin held up the missive in question. ôI have examined 
this letter, and it is written on the paper supplied in the first class 

waiting room at Blueberry Halt, a station on the Mump Valley rail-
way.õ 
Pretty was impressed. ôItõs incredible how these modern police work. 

How do you know all this?õ 
ôSimple. It says at the top of the sheet, ôNot to be removed from Blue-
berry Halt except by first class passengers, by order of the Mump 

Valley Railway Companyõ. It is my opinion that this letter is from 
Aloysius Thorpe, the missing heir.õ 
ôNonsense!õ roared the Baronet. ôIt is all but six years since my cousin 

drowned.õ 
ôHe did not drownõ, contradicted Honour. 
ôAll right then, he was eaten by extremely fussy sharks. He is not 

missing, he is dead. Dead, I tell you, dead, dead, dead! And in another 
few weeks all his money will be mine. Mine, I tell you, mine, mine, all 
mine!õ He got repetitive when he was worked up. 

ôIt is our convictionõ went on old Bright, ôthat Aloysius is still alive, 
and living in the Mump Valley somewhere near Blueberry Halt. We 
intend to set out tomorrow and seek him.õ 

ôCome, let us waste no timeõ, cried Darkly. Let us shake off our feetéõ 
ôOoõ, said Murkie, ôThat sounds painful.õ 
ôWill you let me finish? We will shake off our feet the dust of this infa-

mous den, and set forth strong and hopeful upon the road that leads 
to fortune or the grave.õ 

So they did. 
                 To be continued ... 

 A Serial Story in Lots of Episodes, 

exclusive to the Hothfield News  

The Story so far:  The evil Sir Jasper Fowlpest, foiled in his plots against the innocence of Honour Bright by her boyfriend 
Darkly Hansum, appears to have kidnapped the heroine's aged fatheré    Now read on...    EPISODE 3 

Murder at Blueberry Halt 
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Fête 
Extra 

We hope you all enjoyed the Fête and 
had fun on the stalls and rides.  The 
event was a great success and on top of 
that we made around £1000 profit to 
go towards keeping your Hall open for 
you to use.  We apologise that the Hog 
Roast let us down and that you all had 
to queue for a long time for our bur-
gers or hot dogs. 

The top prize at the Grand Raffle was 
won by Amanda from Little Chart.  
Once again weõd like to thank all of 
you who donated prizes and for the 
generosity of everyone who bought 
tickets or took part on our various 
stalls.  The huge teddy, kindly donated 
by Shirley, was named òNanookó (the 
Inuit name for ôPolar Bearõ) and was 

Fun, Fun, Fun! won by Frances in Ashford.  The 
most nails hammered into the log 
was 21 which earned George Latter 
£5 for 30 seconds work, and con-
gratulations to Roger who won a 
bottle of wine for milking over 
1.2litres from our cow. 
Weõd like to thank Peter Patten for 

opening the Fête, the military vehi-
cle owners for bringing their cher-
ished vehicles, and the emergency 
services who also gave up their time 
to come and take on our Tug-of-War 
team.  The Fête could not have been 
successful without the help and en-
ergy of the Friends of St. Margaretõs 
Church, Hothfield Fête Committee, 
the RSPCA, the Hothfield Support 
Group and the generosity of local 
businesses, plus many many more 

(you know who you are) and Commu-
nity Payback who helped to clean up 
the field and car park.  We gratefully 
presented John and Pat Coles with a 
small gift to thank them for use of 
their field and for mowing and rolling 
it for us. 

If you bought a Pyracantha plant, but 
didnõt come back to collect it, then 
please call Chris on 624105.  Also if you 
bought a Hothfield History book that 
stops at page 102 then Chris has got 
your missing pages from 103 onwards. 

By the time you read this we should 
have installed new front doors which 
will help to keep in noise and heat as 
well as making the Hall more secure 
(thanks also go to our KCC Councillor 
Richard King for a generous donation). 

Tina Marden 


