Hothfield News

February 2009

The Monthly Newsletter by and for the Hothfield Com  munity
WELCOME

Firstly an apology! In the January issue we gave the recycling dates for 2008, not those for 2009. |

do apologise for this and thank the many people who pointed this out. Hopefully most people

\Y checked the details with the leaflet delivered by the Council. But apologies again for
any inconvenience.

This is a real bumper issue of the newsletter and we thank everyone who has
contributed items or information. The recent Village Appraisal suggested that 94% of
local people relied on this newsletter for information about our local community so its
obviously meeting a need. Do keep the information coming.

®
HOTHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL - Shirley Whittington

By the time this Newsletter is published much of the rubbish illegally dumped in the
wooded area bordering Coach Drive will have been cleared with the help of local
residents, the Probation Service, the Kent Neighbourhood Response Team and Ashford
Borough Council. We know from your comments on the Appraisal forms that this was a
cause of great concern to folks who live in that part of the village. We also know that
many parents, especially those who have very young children, would like to see the
triangle of land in Beech Drive converted into a play area. At our Parish Council meeting
in January the clerk was asked to write on our behalf to the Borough Housing Department
and to our Borough Councillor asking them to give very serious consideration to this idea.

Many parents must also be wondering what is happening about the proposed new play area to be constructed

by the side of the MUGA (Multi Use Games Area). Finance has been granted by

@ @ the big Lottery Fund, parents have been consulted and at the Parish Council on

Monday, 9 February, Ann Davis from the Borough Council will come and update

us on progress so far. Parents have expressed concern about access to the play

area and the danger of crossing School Road. Ann will tell us what is planned

and how long this will take to implement. | would urge those of you who have an

interest to come along to the meeting as your input is really important. Our

meeting starts at 7pm in the village hall. The play area will be the first item on the
agenda so that parents may leave as soon as it has been dealt with.

The Children’s Centre continues to be very supportive of our young people. This
term staff have organised after school activities on Wednesdays and Fridays from
3.30 to 5.30pm except for half term. During half term the Centre is holding a
Naming Day and as part of this there will be many activities for our young people.
You can obtain details from the Centre.




Finally come along and hear more about the findings of the recent appraisal. Your Parish Council is
organising a public meeting on Friday, 6 March at 7 pm in the Village Hall.

j Our idea is to give you feedback on the results of the appraisal questionnaire. We hope
as many of you as possible will come along since we need your views on what needs to

be done next and what your priorities are for our village. Refreshments will be provided

and Ann Parker from the Children’s Centre has offered creche facilities for the young

h ) children of parents wishing to attend. If an evening meeting is too difficult for you,

members of the Parish Council will be at the Children’s Centre on 18 February to talk
informally with parents. Please do not forget. Your opinion is important to us.

CHARING CE PRIMARY SCHOOL - Ruth Burns

We are now collecting ‘Books for Schools’ Tokens from THE TIMES and
SUNDAY TIMES newspapers. If you buy these newspapers we would really
appreciate it if you could cut the tokens out and drop them into Charing Primary
School. The tokens are available until the middle of April and will enable us to
add free books to our library. It could be your tokens that inspire a child to read,
so please start collecting!

NEW COMMUNITY WARDEN - David L Beckley

My name is Dave Beckley and as from November 2008 | have been deployed to the Parishes of
Charing and Hothfield as a member of the Kent Community Safety Partnership who'’s aims are :-

1) To provide a reassuring conspicuous presence.

2) To address and hopefully successfully tackle low level crimes such as anti-social behaviour,
vandalism, graffiti, fly tipping and abandoned cars.

3) To promote community solidarity and assist to enable the community to solve local problems.

4) To provide information and advise on County Council, Local District/Borough Councils and
other public services.

5) To act as the eyes and ears for other agencies.

In addition to the above aims which are on-going, it is my hope in 2008/09
that 1 can work closely with the Parish Councillors and the various
Neighbourhood Watch representatives in both Charing and Hothfield to tap
into the cohesive network that currently exists within these Parishes. It is
only through us all working together that we can achieve these aims. | can
be reached or a message left on my mobile - 07811 271306. [Do we have
a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in Hothfield? If so, please, someone - tell us about it!!! - Ed

HEALTH ROADSHOWS - Sue Banks

Want to know what our Primary Care Trust has achiev  ed and its plans for the next five years?

Then why not get along to one of its workshops. One is planned in Ashford, at
the Julie Rose Stadium on Tuesday 24 February from 2.30pm to 5.30pm?
Others are being held in Canterbury (11 February), Faversham (17 February),
Margate (19 February), Folkestone (25 February) and Dover (26
February).Further details from Sue Blanks On 01304 216855 or 07825 753406
sue.blanks@eastcoastkent.nhs.uk or visit the web site - www.eastcoastkentpct.nhs.uk




FIREWORKS — Chris Miller PC 9874, Kent Police Rural Partnership

| have received reports of fireworks being misused by persons within the village.
One resident recently had a rocket fired through their door, landing in the dining
room. The dangers of such behaviour should be obvious to anybody and will not be
tolerated.

Can | urge residents to be vigilant, especially anybody with fireworks left over from
Bonfire night or New Year and report any incidents to myself on 07980 770577 or contact Ashford
police station on 01233 611055. Persons caught committing an offence may be liable to prosecution
by way of summons or fixed penalty notice (£80 Fine).

HOTHFIELD HISTORY SOCIETY - Chris Rogers

Last year the Hothfield Newsletter received a letter from Arthur Bridge who was one of thousands of
soldiers who, at one time, were based on Hothfield Common. In the 1940s there were dozens of
Nissen huts built on the common and soldiers also commandeered large houses, farms and other
locations in which to live and prepare for war. The army took over Hothfield Manor, Cowlees (now
the Hop Pickers on the Maidstone Road), Ripper’s Cross and many more local properties.

The History Society has had contact from soldiers and families
from a number of other battalions and regiments who passed
through Hothfield on their way to war. Here are some of the
fascinating memories that Arthur kindly sent to us last year. The
railway station was near Westwell where the Tarmac plant now
operates:

“For a long period in 1945 | was an 18year old Corporal in 9™ Btn. the Worcestershire
Regt. on Hothfield Common. The 9" Worcestershire were situated on the left hand side
of the road [Cades Road] and on the right hand side was a Btn. of the Royal
(¥~ Warwickshires. So you had approx 1200 infantry soldiers camped there.

From a Worcestershire point of view it was a fine posting. The Nissen Huts were in good condition
and all paths and roadways immaculate. There was a very good bath area, a fine Mess Hall and
always plenty of hot water. The only drawback was the toilets!!! They consisted of pits, planks and
canvas.

What will surely interest you is your lovely little railway station. It was in those days Hothfield Halt.
Quite a few of the stopping trains from Charing Cross called there and
to us it was an important station. This was especially so on a Sunday
night when we returned from a 24hour or 48 hour leave. More
important it was an open station after a certain time at night, because
lots of us on 3 or 4 shillings per day had either no ticket or ones that
had run out far short of Hothfield.

The front of the camp on the road was a fine sight with grass well cut
and the Regt. badge and motto (FIRM) picked out in white stones and
flowers. There was also a tall flagpole and the flag was ‘bugled’ up at
reveille and lowered at lights out. We had some very fine buglers and
had you lived there then you maybe would have not welcomed it at
6:30 in the morning.



| was of course there on May 8" which was V.E. Day. Most of us were given a 24hour pass. A lot of
us travelled to London (back early hours to the Halt). The rest went into Ashford.”

The flag that Arthur refers to now hangs in Worcester Cathedral. When he was in
Hothfield in the 1940s Arthur met a young Ashford girl called Pam. Last year Arthur
tried to trace her but found that she had died recently but he managed to track down
her son Rob. We're very grateful to Arthur for spending time to tell us these
memories and much more!

HOTHFIELD SINGERS - Ethel Haley

The Hothfield Singers had a very good year with their concerts in 2008 and we
X were able to send £350 to the Dame Vera Lynn Trust for Children with Cerebral

Palsy’ from donations received from our concerts. This is a very good cause and

well worth singing for, which we really love doing. Also a big thankyou to David,
our pianist who gives so much of his time to make it a pleasure for the ladies to sing, and for the
people who listen to this dedicated group. With all good wishes for 2009.

MURDER MYSTERY - David Franson

Outside the village hall the moon and stars anxiously hide behind a blanket of cloud, expectantly.
The clouds themselves are crying with anticipated dread while the wind moans through the
trees, urging the rain-drops to splash against the Village Hall windows in a desperate attempt to warn
the innocent victims of their impending demise.

If you found an interest in the above, perhaps you would like

- to partake in a murder mystery evening sometime later this year.
0 "nl We are looking for 6 adults (Male and Female) aged between late
|

teens to 100.

Contact David on 01233 664 304. All enquiries must be by the 21 February the latest.

KENT WILDLIFE TRUST - lan Rickards

By the beginning of February the Hothfield reserve will officially become the
Hothfield Heathlands Nature Reserve. After ceasing to be a common in 1959, the
core part of the reserve has always be known as Hothfield Common. However, the
Hothfield Heathlands reserve will now encompasses an area far beyond the old
Hothfield Common, to include an extra 70 acres now being managed for nature
conservation.

Part of this re-signing process, will be using money from the

Heritage Lottery Fund to replace the battered reserve panels at

the various entrances. Within these panels, there will be space for displaying
further information to visitors. If you feel there is anything abut the wildlife or the
work that happens on the reserve that you would like to know more about,
contact the Kent Wildlife Trust, and we could incorporate this information into the
signhage.




There were many people visiting the reserve over the Christmas period, particularly as the site looked
so beautiful covered in frost and ice. A number of people voiced concerns over the wellbeing of the
ponies during this cold weather. Our Konik ponies have an interesting history,

and bred many generations ago to recreate an extinct wild pony — the Tarpan.

Among other places, the Konik lives entirely wild in Bialowieza Forest in

Poland, where temperatures regularly fall below -10 C, and food is considerably

scarcer than it is on a Kent nature reserve. Unlike the Bialowieza animals, we

are able to monitor our ponies daily, so if there are any problems, they can be

dealt with quickly. They are adapted to utilizing food from a huge range of

sources — if you spend time watching them they will eat

food ranging from gorse to tree bark, as well as eating

birch seedlings, rushes and grasses. It is for all these

reasons that we are able to let them live as wild as

possible, socially interacting as herd, and allowing them to forage naturally.

If anyone would like to get involved with looking after the ponies, or in any of
the work that occurs at Hothfield Heathlands please get in touch with the Kent Wildlife Trust on
01622 662012 or www.kentwildlife.org.uk

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

Did you know that the Parish Council (as well as th e Borough and County Council) has a
legal duty to make most information available to us ? Whether you want information to
understand a decision, or want to challenge that in formation...or if you are just curious, the
various councils, generally have to make it availab le.

The Parish Council has now approved a Model Publication Scheme for the Freedom of Information
Act and this can be seen on the Hothfield web site www. hothfield.org.uk, or contact Judith Batt,
the Clerk to the Parish Council, for more information.

The Ashford and Shepway Branch of the Alzheimer's

Society has employed an Outreach Worker to undertake

home visits throughout Ashford, Shepway and the Romney

Marshes. The service offers support and understanding to

all those with memory problems and those who have been

diagnosed with dementia. It also provides ongoing support
to those as dementia progresses giving information and assistance to devise coping strategies when
faced with the challenges of dementia. The outreach service works closely with the health sector,
social services and voluntary sector agencies, to ensure each client is navigated in the
best direction.

To enable the outreach service to reach greater numbers, two support groups are in the
process of being set up for 2009 and we hope to grow from there. We are keen to now
find volunteers to help us improve the local services for all those whose lives are
affected by dementia. We can’t grow without the support of local people so if you think
you have time to spare to help us run a support group, undertake simple office admin or
support the branch in their fundraising endeavours, please get in touch.

For further information on the outreach service, to join the Alzheimer’'s Society or to learn about
volunteering opportunities, please contact Jo Jones on 01233 643648 or via email at ashford-
shepway@alzheimers.org.uk




) ) A MILLION ELDERLY PEOPLE ARE LONELY IN THIS
B efnendmg COUNTRY. COULD YOU SPARE AN HOUR A WEEK TO
HELP A PERSON IN YOUR AREA?

VOlu ntee rS Make Your New Years Resolution One That

Will Last. We Need Volunteers Like You

Please contact Volunteering Ashford on 01233 665535
home.visitor@volunteering-ashford.org

TELEPHONE AND EMAIL SCAMS

Since the beginning of the year the number of scam emails circulating and scam telephone calls
seem to have reached an all time high. In one telephone scam, the caller gives a false ‘staff
number, and promises a card rebate after raising questions about the ‘misuse’ of your credit card
in a way that could lead you to believe the call is genuine, it then concludes by asking for your card
number and card 3 digit security number. This is a scam - no credit card company or bank
would do this, so be warned!

INFORMATION FOR THE OVER 50'S!

The government funded INVOKE project (Independence through the Voluntary Action of Kent's
Elders) is aimed at people aged 50+ with a view to promoting greater independence and healthier
living among that age group.

As part of this project, Community Information Directories, in a user-friendly
format, have been compiled by the Community & Information Liaison Assistants
(CILA) for the Ashford districts and will be updated regularly. These
Directories include information on a range of topics such as aids and
equipment, finance and benefits, health and housing, social and support
groups, transport, volunteering and many others. The CILAs in the Ashford
area are also actively involved in health promotion and are able to facilitate
chair-based exercise and health walks.

The Directories are available for reference at the following locations and also
on line at www.kent.gov.uk/invoke

Ashford Borough Council " Ivy Court Surgery " Wilesborough Health Cen
Ashford Gateway " Mobile Libraries * William Harvey Hospital
Ashford Library " New Hayesbank Surgery " Woodchurch Surgery
CARM Meeting point * Smarden Charter Hall * Wye Surgery

Charing Surgery " Tenterden Library

Hamstreet Surgery " Westview Hospital

To help us maintain and develop this service we would very much appreciate your
comments and feedback together with any updated information you may wish to share. If
you wish to do this or would like more information on Health Promotion initiatives please
contact the Ashford Community & Information Liaison Assistants Becca Clarke and
Michael James on 01233 646536 or by email: beccaclarke@casekent.org.uk or
michaeljames@casekent.org.uk




HOTHFIELD CHILDREN’S CENTRE - Ann Pal‘ker Children’s Centres Manager

The Children’s Centre at Hothfield now has its new team in place:

Ann Parker is the Centre Manager, Shelley Barnes is the Early Years
Worker, co-ordinating activities and creches, Emma Spencer Palmer is
the receptionist, Heather Curtin is the Community Involvement Worker
and Ken Marden is the Caretaker. Congratulations to them all.

We would also like to thank Janet Hammond for all her hard work setting
up the Centre and wish her every success in the future.

We all look forward to working with you and your fa mily in the New
Year.

BUMPS AND BRUISES COURSE FROM 2 FEBRUARY 2009.

This course provides information on fire safety, accident prevention in the
home, baby and infant resuscitation and child ailments. This course is ideal
for parents with young children. A free créche is provided. Places are
limited so please book!

TIME OUT FOR PARENTS FROM 26 FEBRUARY 2009.

This course is aimed to encourage parents to value and work on the
relationship with their child/children. Other parents who have attended this
course really enjoyed it. Comments included “It reinforced the good | was
doing and made me feel more positive about being an ‘at home’ mummy”.
This course is ideal for parents with young children. A free créche is provided.
Places are limited so please book!

CHILDREN’'S CENTRE NAMING DAY WEDNESDAY 18 FEBRUARY (HALF TERM)

This will be held in the Village Hall from 10am to 1pm. Come along and enjoy fun, free activities for
all the family and help choose the name for the Children’s Centre. Everyone is very welcome to come
along, view the shortlist and vote for their favourite.

During the morning we will be having a visit from the Kent Circus School, art & craft activities, baby
corner, etc. Light refreshments will be available.

Pop-in for a few minutes or stay for the morning, this is a good opportunity
to meet friends and make new ones. Their will be an opportunity to look
at the Centre’s spring programme and for you to tell us what you feel
families with under-fives would like to see offered in the future. For further

‘ ' information please telephone Emma (number below). See you there!

Contact us:..
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Weekly
Baby Sign and Rhyme

10am-10.30am

for Children aged 6 months- 2 years
THEN...

NEW!!

Messy Play

10.30am-11.45am

for Children aged 6

months- 2 years

COMING SOON...

From Monday 2 February

For 4 weeks (excluding 16 February)
Bumps and Bruises Course
12.30pm-2.30pm

FREE CRECHE AVAILABLE FOR
PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN

Places are limited &

MUST BE BOOKED!!

First Tuesday of each month

Includes messy play activities,
rhythm time & stories.

+
The Toy library is open during this
session. Parents can borrow a
wide range of toys for a small fee.

Tues Child Health Clinic *
2pm-3.30pm %%
With Diana Barton %
Weekly
Wed
3.30pm-5pm
Weekly COMING SOON...
Thurs | Parent & Toddler Group From 26 February
10am- For 5 weeks
11.45am Time Out for
All Welcome Parents Course

12.30pm-2.30pm

FREE CRECHE AVAILABLE FOR
PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN
Places are limited &

MUST BE BOOKED!

Weekly

3.30pm-5pm




COUNCIL HOUSING SURGERY TIMES - Jo Wickens, ABC

Ashford Borough Council’s housing surgery times have now changed and will be held every two
weeks from 13 January from 3.30pm until 5pm.

A SPECIAL PLEA TO CONTRIBUT ORS.

Given the amount of information we are now getting for the Newsletter (which is absolutely
brilliant!), for future issues we will have to limit contributions to no more than one page, including
space for clipart and logos. If there is a special event or particular information that would make
this difficult, please speak to Chris Twydell. And all contributions should be in Word (not
Publisher, please, which causes all manner of problems!) and in Arial, 12 point, without any
special formatting! Many thanks.

ST MARGARET'S CHURCH NEWS — Sue Patten

www.qg7churches.co.uk

Sunday 1 February The Eucharist 9.30am

Sunday 8 February The Eucharist 1lam

Sunday 15 February Refresh All-Age Service Hothfield Village Hall 11am
Sunday 22 February Holy Communion 9.30am

Charles John Lancaster died on 22 November 2008 aged 81. His funeral took place at the
Charing Crematorium on 4 December 2008. May God enfold Charles in his tender loving
care.

The regular monthly free coffee morning at the Village Hall takes place on Tuesday 3 February from
10.30 and everyone is invited to pop along for a coffee, a slice of cake and a chat.

DEAR READERS - Rev Richard Webb

It's five weeks since Christmas. | wonder, now that the decorations are put away; the
bills paid (?) and the washing up and cleaning done - what do
you reflect upon from all our celebrations of that great event just
five weeks ago?

)

‘ ‘ ‘ Perhaps it was that the first announcement of the Birth of the
Baby Jesus was to the Shepherds. Shepherds were despised by the orthodox 'good'
people of the day because the nature of their job was such that they couldn't keep the
details of the ceremonial law. They could not observe the meticulous hand washings
and many other rules and regulations. Their flocks made far too constant demands on them. Their's
was a 24/7 job!

How wonderful that the message from God about His Son's birth should first come to such ordinary
people. In the Temple, morning and evening, unblemished lambs were offered as sacrifices to God.
How fitting that the keepers of such special animals were the first to see the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world. As we reflect once again on the events of the Birth of our Saviour we
cannot but be amazed at the rough simplicity of the coming of God into the world in human form.



Born of a teenage virgin with no proper home. In very humble surroundings, with the birth
announcement to the humblest of men and growing up in a very ordinary working class family.

Surely we would expect the Son of God, if He was to come as a human, to be born in a

palace, but we can't emphasise too often the simplicity of the events. And the simplicity

of the life that Jesus led as He grew up. In a carpenter's shop helping to look after the

family. There is a story of European Monarch, who often worried his court by
disappearing and walking incognito amongst his people. When asked not to do this, He replied - |
cannot rule my people unless | know how they live.

It is a great truth of our faith, that we have a God who knows the life we live, because He too lived it
— and claimed no special advantage over common men.

Commencing that human life in the most primitive of circumstance. Growing up in the
poorest of families. Ministering whilst not knowing where He would sleep at night. All,
so He could die and offer us the support and comfort of having been there and finally a
place in Heaven with Him.

No wonder we party and celebrate that simple Birth. A Birth that changed the world, because on that
night, so many years ago, God sent His Son that whoever believes might have Hope for the future.
As the partying and extravagances of the Christmas celebrations fade, do not lose sight of the real
meaning leading to all that the next two months brings us. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (25
February), a time of preparation for the great events of Easter (12 April).

May God bless you.

HOTHFIELD CLEANUP

A really big ‘thankyou’ to the small team of hardy local
volunteers who spent part of Sunday clearing rubbish from
the woods alongside Coach Drive. The whole activity was the brainchild of Isobel
and Gavin, supported by Shirley. So special thanks to them and to the local
volunteers who helped make a real difference to Hothfield.

VR
LITTLE CHART CRICKET CLUB QUIZ - Tony Rawlins

Little Chart Cricket Club held a very successful Curry & Quiz Night last Friday in Hothfield Village Hall
and would like to extend their appreciation for an excellent venue and marvellous support from teams
from Hothfield. Bina Patel provided her legendary curries to cater for all tastes and a hugely
enjoyable evening was had by all.

HOTHFIELD NEWS

All contributions, letters, comments etc for the newsletter should be sent to the Editor, Chris Twydell,
at 37 Coach Drive by the 15" of each month or by email to hothfieldnewsletter@gmail.com 01233 635
372. If you would like to receive a copy of the newsletter by e mail, or would like a large print copy,
please let me know. Thanks.

AND FINALLY.......




