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Paula Picks Ponya 

the Panda! 
 

This cuddly Giant Panda proved a big 
hit at the fête, so thank you to all the 
children, mums and dads and grand-
parents for trying to guess his or her 
name. 
The pandaõs name was òPonyaó. This 

is because the word 'panda' is thought 
to come from the Nepalese word 
'ponya' which means bamboo eater. 

Congratulations to Paula Chapman 
from Hothfield who correctly guessed 
the name. 
A big thank you goes to June Penny for 

generously donating this gorgeous panda 

for the competition. The money that 

Ponya helped to raise has gone towards 

the upkeep of your village hall. 

Sheila Flynn 

It has to be said we were a bit 
unlucky this year. We set up our stalls 
in the morning, hoping against hope 
that the weather would stay dry.  

Then, sadly, the rain came down. 
This did effect the number of people 
who stayed.  
Into the Hall!  

Fortunately we were able to use the 
Village Hall, and those who did stay 
enjoyed a performance from The 
Hothfield Singers. They made a collec-
tion which they donated to The Dame 
Vera Lynn Charity 'Children with Cere-
bral Palsy'.  

Rose Perkins and her Ladies gave a 
demonstration of Line Dancing.  

Prizes were then given to the win-
ners of the Village Garden Competi-
tion.  

Wet ð but not a washout! 
Village Hall Fête still attracts despite rain  

The Grand Raffle came next. The 
First-Aider from St John Ambulance 
picked the first ticket, then winning 
ticket holders picked a ticket before 
collecting their prize.  

We were let down by Mr Edwards of 
Tenterden with the Children's Rides. 
He turned up and then decided that he 
did not want to stay, so he left, taking 
his rides with him. 

We did not make as much as we did 
last year, but once all the figures have 
been added up it appears that we will 
have a small profit. We will publish the 
final accounts in the next Newsletter.  

Thank you to all who turned up and 
helped us set up and take down the 
equipment. Without them it would be 
impossible for us to stage the fête.  

Tina Marden 



On Sunday 25th September 2011 

The Hothfield World Cinema Film Club  

proudly presents: 

Based on a true story, SÉRAPHINE centres on the life of little-known but brilliant vi-

sionary French artist Séraphine de Senlis (1864-1942), a middle-aged, profoundly de-

vout housekeeper discovered in 1912 by German art critic and collector Wilhelm Uhde 

(the first Picasso buyer and champion of naïve primitive painter Le Douanier Rous-

seau) while she was working for him as a maid in the house heôd rented in Senlis, near 

Paris. Beautifully shot, quietly paced, and with a sensitive eye for the creative proc-

esses of the artist as well as the harsh reality she inhabited, the film charts her life from 

her discovery by Uhde, her sudden but short-lived rise to fame and affluence, through 

to her final years in a mental institution. Winner of 7 César awards, Séraphine is a 

poignant and moving portrayal of the creativity and resilience of one womanôs spirit. 

(in French and German with English subtitles) 

The Hothfield World Cinema Film Club meets on the 4th Sunday of each month. It 

is a non-profit organisation founded with the aim of providing community entertain-

ment and promoting awareness and appreciation of other countries and cultures, 

and is run entirely by volunteers. Any funds collected go towards the costs for hiring 

and heating the Village Hall, and paying individual film license fees. For more 

about our club, please go to www.hothfieldworldcinema.org.uk 

Charing and District 

Local History Society 
A warm welcome is extended to all 
residents for the new season of 
interesting meetings of the History 
Society, starting on Thursday 8th 
September with: 
Christopher Sparey-Green talking on 
ORIGINS OF CHRISTIANITY IN 
ROMAN BRITAIN, a fascinating 
reflection on the time when 
Paganism and Roman polytheism 
were replaced by Christianity in the 
British Isles.  
We will be welcoming everyone at 
7.30 pm (old members included) 
with a glass of wine and a chance to 
meet other members, and the 
committee. The lecture starts at 
8pm. 
Non-members: £2 per meeting. 
 
Future programme: 
11 October: Peter Ewart: A History 
of  smuggling in Kent from the 
17th Century to the Present Day 
10 November: Prof. Richard Eales: 
The Domesday Book in Kent; 
some Charing Names 
12 January 2012: Douglas Chapman: 
The Pilgrimsô Way in Kent 
9 February: Helen Allinson: Kentish 
Village Life in Victorian Times  
8 March: Louise Baldwin and 
Katharine Harding: A Little Bit of 
Chanting; The Story of Educating 
the Masses 

JUMBLE 
SALE 
Village Hall 
Saturday  
29 October 
12.00 to 3.00pm  

http://www.hothfieldworldcinema.org.uk


It is over three months from the Ash-
ford Borough Council Elections in May, 
and I have spent the time getting to 
grips with my new role as Borough 
Councillor, meeting people in West-
well, Hothfield and Challock, and get-
ting to understand the issues that they 
have. In Hothfield, I have been work-
ing with the Parish Council, and a 
number of other people, who have 
given me invaluable background infor-
mation on all manner of things affect-
ing the village.  

I have had a good look round the 
Bluebell Centre, which I think is very 
impressive, and I have also viewed at 
first hand some of the problems with 
parking.  

On this subject, I am working with 
the Borough Council to come up with a 
scheme for Tufton Road, which will 
involve converting one or both verges 
to hard-standing for vehicles, and I 
will be coming round knocking on 
doors in the not too distant future, to 
seek views on the scheme. If the pro-
posals are acceptable, then I hope that 
we may be able to implement them in 
April/May 2012. Obviously the parking 
issue is a difficult problem, and this 
wonõt solve all of it, but at least it is a 
further step forward that builds on 

previous work, and I think that we just 
have to keep chipping away at it. 

The pedestrian crossing opposite the 
Bluebell Centre has been agreed in 
principle, and I am liaising with Rich-
ard King, our KCC Councillor on it. 
Richardõs Member Budget will fund the 
work, which will be carried out by 
Kent Highway Services, and although 
it is possible that this may take place 
in 2011, it is more likely that it will 

From your Borough Councillor 
happen in the new financial year, be-
ginning in April 2012. 

I am also working with the Borough 
Council on proposals to make some 
improvements to visitor access, park-
ing and other facilities on Hothfield 
Common and Heathlands. We are 
working with Kent Wildlife Trust, and 
we hope to be able to replace the toilet 
with a new Café/Visitor Centre, that 
will be operated on a commercial ba-
sis, and that will provide a high stan-
dard of supervised refreshment and 
toilet facilities, to the benefit of all 
residents and visitors.  

This is also like to have a positive 
effect on the lorry parking issue on the 
A20, and I am hoping that we can in-
volve Kent Highway Service in this, via 
Richard King. All of these discussions 
are at a very early stage, but I am rea-
sonably confident of a successful out-
come, given a bit of time. 

I have enjoyed my first three months 
as a Councillor, and there is certainly a 
lot of work to do, but I think that by 
working with the Parish Council, and 
local people, we will continue to try to 
improve the village, to the benefit of 
all residents. Certainly that is my aim, 
and what I am working towards. 

David Robey 

Coach Drive Renewed 

David Beckley, our Community Warden, really knows how to get things moving. 
Thanks to his reporting of the terrible state of Coach Drive, Kent Highways have 
now completely resurfaced the entire length of the road. 

The work was all done in three days; on Day One, the trees were cut back by a 
man with a chainsaw on a cherry-picker platform, and the debris fed into a chip-
per which chewed up branches up to a foot thick. On Day Two, after the road had 
been thoroughly swept, another machine came along with which the operator 
blew asphalt into all the potholes; and on Day Three,  a third machine spread  a 
layer of micro-asphalt over the whole surface.  Residents are intensely grateful for 
their new, smooth road.                   HGB 
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The Hothfield 
Singers  
 

would like to thank Hothfield 
Village Hall Committee for inviting 
them to sing at the Village Fete.  
   A collection was made and £59 
was collected. This is to be donated 
by the Singers to The Dame Vera 
Lynn Charity. 'Children with 
Cerebral Palsy'.     We would like to 
say thanks to Kay Pender for 
making the collection for us.  
   A big thankyou to all who gave so 
generously, it was very much 
appreciated.   

Mindless Shooting 
 

Dear Editor, 
I was so angry and upset having 

found that our pet Guinea Pig who 
lived in a hutch in our back garden 
had been shot through head with 
an air rifle. I have reported this to 
the Police and they know who has 
been using air rifles.They will be 
making enquiries. I hope that by 
the time the Newsletter comes out 
the yob responsible has been 
caught.  

 

Editor's note: We do not usually pub-
lish anonymous items; however, the 
author of this  letter  prefers to with-

Hothfield History Society update 
Thank you to everyone who came to see us at the village fete. Our dis-

play of photos, maps, letters and local artefacts relating to life in the Nis-
sen Huts on Hothfield Common resulted in many of you sharing more per-
sonal stories and memories with us. If you missed it, the display is now in 
the old school building at Bluebells Childrenõs Centre. 
We now have another supply of our publication òHothfield in the 20th 
Centuryó covering the history of the village from 1900 to 1999. Paperback 
copies are £10 or on CD (Word document) for £5. Transcripts of Reverend 
Russellõs research up to 1900 are available on CD for Ã10. Please contact us 
if you would like to purchase any of these items. 

We need your help!  
A collection of local paintings nearly 100 years old by an artist ôM Hardenõ was recently discovered by the History Society in 

an antique shop in Rye. Painted between 1914 and 1918 they depict local scenes in and around Hothfield. One is of the Walled 
Garden (which formed part of Hothfield Manor Estate) and another is a typical view of Hothfield Common. However, the other 
three are mysteries to us. They have markings on them that refer to ôMr Fentonõs Farmõ, ôCinder Laneõ and a painting of ôThe 
Duck Pondõ with a farm in the background. The latter painting looks a little like Rippers Cross Farm but itõs not quite the same. 
We would like to research more about ôM Hardenõ and who he/she was, as well as find out more about the scenes that were 
painted. Did ôM Hardenõ live in Hothfield, did they visit friends or relatives in Hothfield from time to time? Who was Mr Fen-
ton, and where was Cinder Lane? 
If you can help us with any clues then we would love to hear from you. We hope to show all of these paintings at next yearõs 

History Society exhibition. 
Take your Old Bag shopping!  

Thank you to everyone who placed an order for our new limited edition jute shopping bags exclusively 
branded for Hothfield. They have proved to be very popular and 100 bags have now been ordered, so we 
will be delivering yours soon. If you havenõt already ordered one and would like to buy one, they cost Ã5 
each. We are happy to accept orders for sending by post (including overseas) plus the cost of postage & 
packing. 
They would make an ideal gift for a loved one or why not treat yourself! If youõve moved away from 

Hothfield or have roots in the village, then this would also make an ideal gift for you. 
These strong bags are a practical size for every day shopping. They are made from quality jute which 

is sourced from companies in India which have been audited for both social and ethical responsibility, 
and every bag is fairly traded. 

To discuss this further or to purchase one now, please email hothfieldmemories@hotmail.com stating your name, contact 
details and stating how many bags you would like or telephone Chris Rogers on (01233) 624105. 
Donõt delay, bag yours today!         Chris Rogers, Hothfield History Society 

mailto:hothfieldmemories@hotmail.com


Saint Margaret's Church  
G7 Services for September 
  
SUNDAY 4th ï Trinity 11  
Charing:   The Eucharist 9.30am;   
 Re;fresh ï All Age Worship (Barn) 11am         
Charing Heath: Holy Communion 8am;  
 Open Doors Eucharist 9.30am  
 Evensong 6.00pm 
Egerton:   Morning Worship 9.30am 
Hothfield:   Iona Morning Worship 11am 
Pluckley:   The Eucharist 11am 
Westwell:   Family Worship 11am;  

  
SUNDAY 11th ï Trinity 12  
Charing:   The Eucharist (by Ext) 9.30am;   
 Re:fresh ï All Age Worship (Barn) 11am.,        
Charing Heath: Open Doors Eucharist 9.30am 
Egerton:   The Eucharist 9.30am 
Hothfield:   Holy Communion (said BCP) 11am 
Pluckley:   Holy Communion 8am;  Family Worship 11am 
Wholeness and Healing 6.30pm  
Westwell:   Iona Eucharist 11am   

  
SUNDAY 18th ï Trinity 13  
Charing:   The Eucharist 9.30am;  
 Re;fresh All Age Worship (Barn) 11am 
Charing Heath: Open Doors Eucharist 9.30am 
Egerton:    Holy Communion 8am; Family Service 9.30am 
Hothfield:   The Eucharist 11am 
Pluckley:   The Eucharist 11am 
Westwell:   Holy Communion 8am 

  
SUNDAY 25th ï Trinity 14  
Charing:   Holy Communion (by Ext) 8am;   
 The Eucharist 9.30am;    
 Re;fresh All Age Worship with Communion  
 (Barn) 11am 
Charing Heath: Open Doors Eucharist 9.30am 
Egerton:   The Eucharist 9.30am 
Hothfield:   All Sorts Worship 11am;   
 Messy Church (Bluebells) 3.30pm 
Pluckley:   Iona Eucharist 11am 
Westwell:   The Eucharist 11am  
 
  
EVERY TUESDAY  Charing ï The Eucharist 9.00am 
 
1st WEDNESDAY ( 7th )  
Charing Heath ï The Eucharist 10.30am , followed by 
Coffee in The Red Lion  
 
1st FRIDAY (2nd ) Westwell ï Iona Eucharist followed by 
Coffee in The Wheel Inn 
  
EVENSONG ï Sunday 4th 6pm 
This Month's G7 EVENSONG will be held in  
CHARING HEATH CHURCH 
 
HEALING and WHOLENESS ï Sunday 11

th
 6.30pm 

This Month's HEALING and WHOLENESS SERVICE will 
be held in PLUCKLEY CHURCH  

St Mary Westwell  

Restoration Fundraising.  
As part of the drive to raise funds towards the £150,000 

needed for urgent repairs, the Fundraising Committee is 
organising a number of events.  Make a note of these in your 
diary and come along for a fun time! 

 

28th October:   ABBA Singalong and Dance Evening.  7.30pm 
at Challock Village Hall.  Tickets £10/head (£5 for under 16s).  
Cash bar and raffle.  Tickets available from the Box Office:  
Heather Absalom (01233 714667), Sheila Horton (01233 
712372) or Sue Wood (01233 623902)   Why not dress in the 
style of the time?  Prize for the best costume! 
  
29th November, 7.00pm:  Pudding Party at 83 Sandyhurst 
Lane.   £10 on the door.   Further details to be announced 
  
20th December:   Christmas Music and readings at Godinton 
House, with mulled wine and mince pies.  £10 per head, early 
booking advisable as numbers are limited.   More details to 
follow 

Advance warning: It won't be long before we at 
St. Margaret's will be raising funds for the church fabric. Our 
Quinquennial Inspection has confirmed that the South Aisle 
roof needs to be re-tiled, the stone of the tower is starting to 
flake, and the porch is in need of considerable repair and 
renovation, quite apart from the myriad small jobs which 
need to be done to keep the church in good repair.  


