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HOTHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL – Shirley Whittington 
 
Becoming a Parish Councillor 
 
As we have had several resignations over the past few months I felt 
I had to write about why we needed people in our community to 
think about joining the Parish Council. We have just filled two of our 
vacancies and have been joined by Penny Sutcliffe from West 
Street and David Parker from Waterfall Road. This leaves us with 
one more vacancy to fill. 
 
We do need Parish Councillors from right across the whole of the 
community. No special skills are required. All you need to be is 18 
years or more, on the Hothfield electoral roll of voters but most 
importantly have a desire to help your local community. The work is 
not paid although some expenses may be claimed. 
 
The Parish Council meets at the Bluebells Children’s Centre just once a month except for 
August and December on the second Monday of the month. Meetings start at 7pm and are 
open to local people. 
 
These meetings give councillors an opportunity to raise issues which affect you as it is important 
for them to know what you think about the village, what you like, what worries you and where it 
is felt changes need to be made. The recently completed appraisal forms have helped to 
identify many issues and so it is the job of every Parish Councillor to help bring about the 
changes which you say the community needs and wants. For example two really concerning 

issues arising from your responses are firstly that 43% of you indicate 
that you do not know how the money, called the precept and  provided 
for the Parish Council, is spent and secondly 30% of you are unhappy 
with the way the Parish Council communicates with you.  
 
Statistics are only helpful if they result in change. I feel that what most of 
us want is to live in a community where we feel safe and where we 
respect each other and each other’s views. Simply by becoming a 
Parish Councillor it is possible to help improve communications, to 
speak on behalf of residents and to work towards making Hothfield a 
good place in which to live. 
 
If you think you have a contribution to make and feel you have some 
ideas about what is needed why don’t you come along to the next 

Parish Council meeting on 12 April at 7pm at the Bluebells Children’s Centre.  



You will see how we work and discover that each one of us may express an 
opinion. You will also see that we do not profess to have all the answers to 
problems and issues but that we have help from many different sources. 
 
If you want to know more why not talk to me, Shirley Whittington, on 621495 or 
alternatively leave a message for me with your name, address and telephone 
number at the Bluebells Children’s Centre.   
 
 

ST MARGARET’S CHURCH NEWS – Sue Patten  
 
Church Services in April  
Thursday 1 April Maundy Thursday   7.30pm  The Eucharist of the Last Supper 
Friday 2 April Good Friday      2 pm    Good Friday Service 
Sunday 4 April Easter            9.30am   Hothfield Family Eucharist 
Sunday 11 April Second Sunday of Easter   11am   The Eucharist 
Sunday 18 April Third Sunday of Easter       11am   Re:Fresh All Age Worship 
Sunday 25 April Fourth Sunday of Easter     9.30am  Holy Communion 
  

Easter Services . Easter is approaching. If you are housebound and 
you would like Holy Communion at home, then please contact Lindsay 
Hammond 01233 712576 
  
Annual Parochial Church Meeting Hothfield . St Margaret’s 
Church, Sunday 11 April at 11am. 
  
Coffee Morning .  The monthly free coffee and cake coffee morning will 
next take place at the Village Hall on Tuesday 6 April between 
10.30am and 11.30am. Why not pop along you will receive a very 
warm welcome. 

  
G7 Evensong .  The April G7 Evensong will be held in Charing Church on Sunday 11 April at 6 
pm. All Welcome. 
  
Confirmation . Would you like to be confirmed? If so get in touch with Lindsay Hammond  
712576 It is hoped to begin confirmation preparation shortly after Easter. The Confirmation 
Service will be in Charing Church on Monday 18 October at 7.30 pm. 
  
G7 Teen. is the name of our new Christian-based youth group for 11 - 14 year olds. G7 meets 
every Sunday in term time 6.30 - 8 pm in Charing Barn. For more information contact Lindsay 
Hammond 01233 712576 
  
Gift  is the name for our ladies-only Christian Group. We meet on the first Tuesday of each 

month, a friendlier bunch it would be hard to find.  For further 
information contact Dawn Stamper 756109 
  
On 8 May at 2.15pm The Marsh Warblers  will be performing at a 
short informal Concert at St Margaret’s Church. They are doing a tour 
of churches along the Stour Valley and have asked to come to our 
church. Please come along and enjoy their repertoire of 
country church choirs, of the period 1750 - 1850, accompanied by a 
variety of wind and stringed instruments. They will be in costume 
appropriate to the period. There will be no charge but a donation to the 

church fund would be appreciated.  
  



Funerals 
 

Sean (Fred) Bullen died on 7 January 2010 aged 43. His Funeral took place at Charing 
Crematorium on Wednesday 20 January 2010. 
 
Michael Flood died on Sunday 24 January aged 74. His Funeral took place at St 
Margaret’s Church Hothfield on Tuesday 9 February 2010. 

 
May God enfold Michael and Sean in his tender loving care. 
 

TRIP TO BLACKBUSHE MARKET! - Ken and Tina 
 
On Sunday 27 June we are organising a 
coach trip to Blackbushe Market (in Surrey, 
between Basingstoke and Camberley), 
leaving Hothfield at 8am and getting back at 
5pm.  The cost will be £13 for adults and £10 
for those aged between 10 and 15.  Under 
fives free. 
 
 
Blackbushe is Europe’s largest outdoor Sunday market with over 1,000 stalls offering a wide 
range of goods - something on offer for all the family.  If you're in the market for plants, fashions, 
fruit and vegetables, footwear, DVDs, electrical goods, cosmetics, duvets, rugs, sofas, bikes, 
meat and poultry, mobile phones, tools, outdoor clothing, books or household items, 

Blackbushe Market probably has got it! 
 
And when you fancy a bite to eat there’s plenty of choice with over 60 food 
outlets serving a wide variety of food from around the world.   
 
The purpose built outdoor market site has a tarmac surface and 
supervised free onsite parking for over 10,000 vehicles and the market 
itself covers an area the size of 20 football pitches 
 
To book a place (deposit of £6.50 per adult or £5 per child), or for further 

information, contact Ken or Tina on 01233 627 887 or 07773 191 050.  
 

ASHFORD BEST PLACED IN BRITAIN! 
 
What makes you smile about the Ashford area? Can you sum it up in one photograph? 
 
The Ashford Best Placed in Britain Photography Competition 
is back for 2010, and this year we want to know your reason 
to smile  about Ashford.  Show us what makes you smile 
about living, working and playing in the borough in a single 
photograph and you could win some fantastic prizes! 
 
Visit www.ashfordbestplaced.co.uk/photo   for more 
information 
 
Spread the word, get the family involved, or enter the competition yourself! It is open to all ages 
and we need lots of lovely snaps from our younger Ashford residents!  The closing date is 12 
May 2010. 
 



Last year, there were more than 90 entries, and winners of each age group (18 & Over, 12 to 17 
and Under 12s) walked away with a handful of prizes, and many of the shortlisted photos have 
been featured on local and national marketing material for Ashford’s Future and Ashford 
Borough Council.  All entries will also appear in a commemorative book and feature at a town 
centre exhibition in June. 
   

HOTHFIELD WORLD CINEMA FILM CLUB – Isobel Deeley 
 

On Sunday 25 April 2010 we proudly present.�
�

The Cave of the Yellow Dog �
 �
A moving, gently paced Mongolian film that deals with the issues of 
family, loyalty, the ancient bond between man and dog, and 
reincarnation. When a young girl from a nomad family returns home 
with a small dog she’s found in a cave, she’s unaware of the impact 
this seemingly helpless creature will have upon her family. Delightful 
performances, set in a stunning landscape (in Mongolian with English 
subtitles). 

                                            
Hothfield Village Hall. 6.30pm for 7.00pm start, ends approx. 9.00pm 
 

HOTHFIELD HISTORY SOCIETY – Denny Hemming 
 
The story begins in the summer of 1450 when the men of Kent and Sussex, led by Jack Cade, 
marched on London as a protest against increased taxation levied by the King and corruption 
amongst local landowners.  The rebels engaged the Royalist forces near Sevenoaks, defeated 
them and stormed London, only just failing to take the Tower of London.  The Lord Treasurer 
and the Archbishop of Canterbury were beheaded by the rebels, but the Royalist forces 
regrouped and fought the rebels until both sides were exhausted.  A truce was called, Royalist 
leaders promised that Cade's demands would be met and that the rebels would be pardoned, 
so they all went back to their fields where the harvest was waiting. 

 
Cade's demands were not ratified by Parliament and the King demanded 
Cade's arrest, offering a reward to anyone who captured him.  Cade fled to 
the Weald.  He was hunted down by Alexander Iden, who was a Hothfield 
land-owner, supposedly at a hamlet now called Cade Street near Heathfield.  
Cade was injured in the altercation and died on the way to London, his body 
was hung, drawn and quartered, and his head fixed on a pole on London 
Bridge. 
 
The village near Heathfield reputedly existed in Anglo-Saxon times and was 
known for generations as Catte Street.  Could there have been some 
mistake? Was Cade in fact apprehended at Hothfield, hence Cade Road? 

 
The Reverend Russell, while he was vicar of Hothfield, researched our history 
and also pondered this very issue.  His conclusion, having read many 
accounts, was that Cade had been captured in Heathfield by Alexander Iden.  
(The capture was in Heathfield, but the captor came from Hothfield).  What is 
clear from the Rev.Russell’s accounts is that Cade had many friends among 
the land-owners and Squires of this area.  Several influential landlords around 
Hothfield had joined Cade in his campaigns, and were later pardoned for their 
attempt to overthrow the Government.  
 



Regardless of where Cade lived, he was a legend and it looks like his friends here remembered 
his action by naming a field after him.  The location of Jack Cade’s Field is described by Hasted 
as being adjacent to Hothfield Place, but it is now lost in history; and subsequently we have a 
lane named after him.  Iden, for his part in arresting Cade, was given a Knighthood and the job 
of Sherrif of Kent (it is not clear whether he was already Sherrif when he 
arrested Cade). 
 
This story will be retold as part of our History Walk on 26 May.  Please join 
us at 7pm at the Village Hall for our brief AGM and then a guided tour of 
some of the historical sights of Hothfield.  Copies of the Rev Russell’s 
extensive research can also be purchased from the History Society.  
 

HOTHFIELD VILLAGE HALL – John Collins 
 

We are now delighted to report that we have received nearly all of the 
funding that we have requested for the refurbishment of the Hall’s toilets 
and for replacement of the flat roof (including insulation).  A big ‘Thank 
You’ to those organisations that have provided the money.  Our sincere 
gratitude is extended to: 
 

·  Ashford Borough Council who have pledged £7,500 
·  Kent Community Foundation Grassroots Grants who have paid £5,000 
·  Colyer-Fergusson Charitable Trust and Action with Communities in Rural Kent who have 

paid £15,000 
 
 In addition to £500 pledged by Hothfield Parish Council. 

                           

 
It is hoped that we can get a contractor to start work very soon on the toilets and the roof.  We 
apologise in advance for any inconvenience that this might cause for visitors to the Hall and 
nearby houses while this work is going on. 
 
By the time you read this the painting of the inside of the Hall will nearly be complete and we 
hope that you agree that the Hall now looks brighter, cleaner and a more welcoming place for 
you to use.  If you’d like to hire the Hall for parties, a wedding reception, or any event then 
please contact Sharon on (01233) 661237   Our thanks again to Community Payback.  
 
Events at your Hall 
 

·  Saturday 3 April:  Jumble Sale  and Easter Bazaar with a competition 
for the best Easter Bonnet.  Make up your own decorative bonnet and 
wear it to the fayre.  Doors open 12.30, free entry.  Hot refreshments 
available and lots of bargains.  We still have a solid pine door and a 
large table/desk.  

 

 



·  Friday 9 April :  Village Hall Management Committee meeting, at the Hall at 7pm.  
Everyone invited.  Agenda will be displayed in the Post Office. 

 
·  Friday 16 April:  Hothfield’s Got Talent  competition for all ages 

and abilities.  Collect an entry form from the Post Office or 
Children’s Centre and entertain us.  Free Entries for Competition; 
audience entry £2 adults/£1 child. Doors open 6:30pm with the 
children’s performances followed by the adult entertainers. Hot 
drinks available. (bring your own drinks and snacks). 

 
·  Dancing every Monday  evening at 8pm, except Bank Holidays. 

Easter Monday 5 April - no dance. 
 

·  Saturday 17 April:  Country dancing : 1.45 to 5.15pm dance classes, 7:30 to 8pm 
classes followed by Country Dancing until 11pm with Chesapeake with caller Henry 
Morgenstein from Michigan USA.  Come to either session or both.  Don’t worry if you 
haven’t been before.  Fun, social and good exercise. 

 
·  Sunday 25 April , 6.30pm World Cinema Film Club (film starts 7pm) 

 
The Village Hall Management Committee’s Annual General Meeting will be in May.  Everyone 
invited.  The date will be confirmed in the Newsletter and our agenda will be displayed in the 
Post Office and on the Hothfield Parish Council website:  election of Committee, reports from 
the Chairman, Treasurer and Booking Clerk. 
 
 

AND FINALLY ……. 
….after thirty issues, the time has come for me to hand over the reigns of the Newsletter to a 
new Editor.  I said in an earlier Newsletter that at some point I would want to step aside and that 
point I have now reached.  I do hope that in the 
May issue – which will be my last – I will be able 
to announce the name of the new Editor – but 
only if someone comes forward!   

 
Editing the Newsletter 
itself is great fun and I 
certainly have enjoyed 
myself – despite a few 
niggles etc.  It is an 
opportunity to support 
the community in a 
very flexible way and 

an opportunity that I hope someone will want to 
grab.  Do, please, contact me if you would like 
to know more – Chris. 
 

HOTHFIELD NEWS 
All contributions, letters, comments etc for the 
newsletter should be sent to the Editor, Chris 
Twydell, at 37 Coach Drive by the 15th of each 
month or by email to hothfieldnewsletter@gmail.com  
01233 635 372.  If you would like to receive a 
copy of the newsletter by e mail, or would like a 
large print copy, please let me know.  Thanks.  


