
  

Hothfield News 
January 2009 

 
The Monthly Newsletter by and for the Hothfield Com munity 

 

WELCOME 
‘Another year over…a new one just begun’.  And welcome to 2009!  We are 
starting the year on a very positive note by thanking in advance those who 
so far have not yet  shared their news with the people of Hothfield.  But we 
are confident that our Borough and County Councillors, our MP, our 
Community Warden and our Police Officer will all be putting pen to paper 
(or finger to keyboard!) during 2009.  We hope that will 
be their New Year Resolution.   
 

We’ve heard a lot about what everyone is planning for the future, so hopefully we’ll 
soon be able to read what really is happening.  Congratulations to two local people 
who, with support from Shirley, are taking the initiative in giving the area a clean-
up.  Thank you to them, and let’s give them our support.  Details inside. 
 

HOTHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL - Shirley Whittington 
 

As we move into the New Year the Parish Council will be wanting to talk with as many people as 
possible about the way forward now that they have the results of the village appraisal. From this it 
seems to me that Hothfield’s major concerns are the need for better parking facilities, the lack of 
adequate street lighting, petty vandalism, dogs roaming free and the dumping of rubbish at the 
bottom of Beech Drive and in the woods along Coach Drive. You may think that there is nothing new 
here although others may see things differently and so we all need to try to work together to improve 
life for everyone.  The Parish Council is currently planning to give everyone the chance to have their 
say.  Please look out for further information soon. 

 
The New Year will also see the arrival of some new faces in the village.  We are 
very happy to welcome Ann Parker, the Children’s Centre manager and also 
Emma Spencer Palmer the new receptionist.  We now have a KCC Community 
Warden on a permanent basis. Dave Beckley is anxious to meet as many of you 

as possible and has promised me he will be in Hothfield every Monday and Wednesday. He has also 
said that he would be happy to come to events taking place in the village and is looking to support 
residents in any way he can.  Please talk to him as and when you see him or call him on 
07811271306. 
 
In the week before Christmas, Chris Miller, our community policeman delivered 
notices to residents explaining the regulations about parking, legally and illegally.  
He knows that there is a problem and hopefully will be able to help us resolve this 
issue 
 



The village appraisal has also revealed that everyone is in agreement about the value of our 
Hothfield Newsletter and so on behalf of us all a very big thank you to those of you who have 
contributed but particularly to our editor Chris Twydell and his team of volunteers. You all do a 
fantastic job! 
 
Finally, on behalf of the Parish Council, every goo d wish for a happy and healthy 2009.  
 

CHARLTON ATHLETIC FOOBALL CLUB – Judith Batt 
 
Charlton Athletic Football Club is offering subsidised tickets and travel this season and Westwell 
Parish Council is trying to get a coach together.  They have 12 interested fans and are looking for 
another 8 as the qualifying number is 20. 
  
The start date still has to be confirmed and the cost will be in the region of £16. 
  
Anyone interested should contact Sue Wood, Clerk to Westwell Parish Council on 01233 623902. 

 
 

A VISIT TO SANTA! 
Sure Start at Hothfield went to the Reindeer Centre in Bethersden just 
before Christmas, where they had a wonderful time.  The children met 
real reindeer and had a chat with Santa who gave them some lovely 
presents.  Sounds like a great trip – thanks to the Children’s Centre for 
the info. - Ed 

 
 

HOTHFIELD HISTORY SOCIETY - Chris Rogers 
 
We would like to say thank you to all those who contributed a donation at the History Exhibition on 25 
October.  Alongside sales of teas and cakes we have been able to pay 100 pounds to the Village Hall 
for the use of the venue and to support this vital community facility. 

 
Annual General Meeting  
On 23 May 2009 the Hothfield History Society will be holding its Annual General 
Meeting in the evening.  Everyone is welcome to come along.  We intend to have 
a speaker to talk about an aspect of local history.  We will 
issue more information nearer the time but please make 
sure that you have the evening of Monday 23rd May 
booked in your diary! 
 
The Matthews´ Story 
Just before the exhibition the History Society received an 
email from Timmy Matthews enclosing a few photographs 
from their time in Hothfield in the 1950s:    
 
I would like to share some pictures and memories for the 

Hothfield Exhibition. My name is Tim Matthews and I was born in the Nissen huts in 
Hothfield common in 1950. I lived there for three to four years with my family, Mum 
Vera and Dad Eddie, and us children oldest sister Gweny, sister Lilly, brother Stevie, 
then me Tim, and finally my youngest sister Linda. My oldest sisters have told me 
they were very excited when they moved to the Nissen huts.  

 
Me (Tim) about 3 
years old, in the 
back garden of our 
Nissen Hut. 

 
Sister Gweny & 
Lilly, ready to start 
a new year at 
school. 



We were a travelling family, and had been living in tents in the woods, what was named the Flat Top Woods, 
just outside Hothfield. My oldest sister Gweny use to tell me how lucky we were to have such a luxury 
accommodation, although looking back, the huts were basic yet were very warm 
and cosy when we all sat around the buster stove, where I have fond 
family memories. 
 
In 1954, we were allocated a newly built council house and we moved into 30 
The Street, Hothfield. My mum was so pleased to be allocated the house, we 
could not believe it, having an indoor bathroom and toilet, 3 bedrooms, a kitchen 
with a ray burn, and our first garden.  We lived in a closed knit community, with 
families helping everyone out. Mr Foreman, the shop keeper would always let 
us have tick, Mr Bullen was the village mechanic, Mr Sainsbury Shop would be 
where we would all gather outside as kids of an evening in the shop porch.  
Opposite was the Thanet Arms, with Dick and Eilleen the landlords, they were 
very strict who they served, although round the back there was a small off 
licence, where you could get the Dick and Eilleen's best cheese and tomato roll 
ever and a bottle of vimto! My Dad Eddie, well known as the woodman provided 
a lot of work for the young village boys. 
 
My sister Lilly and her friend Jennifer would organise the village dance at the village hall, which was a popular 
gathering for all the youngsters.  
 
My brother and I were in the Church Lad Brigades and we all attended the local village school. 
  
Kind Regards, Tim Matthews 
 
Crouchers Reunited 
Thanks to the Hothfield Newsletter, Mrs Rolfe (now in Kingsnorth) has been able to contact Mrs 
Carter in London, both of whom are related to the Croucher family from Hothfield.  The Crouchers 
bought Crouchfield Farm in the 1700s (Crouchfield Farm stood near the current Ashford Road).  The 
Croucher name appears more recently in Hothfield Village school registers and the Hothfield History 
books produced by the History Society.   We hope that Mrs Rolfe and Mrs Carter can now fill in a few 
gaps in their family´s story. 
  
We wish you all a happy new year and look forward to receiving your stories at 
hothfieldmemories@hotmail.com  
  

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY! - Isobel Deeley and Gavin Erickson 
 

¨  Need to shed some of those excess pounds 
gained over Christmas? 

 
¨  Tired of looking at dumped rubbish?  
 
¨  Want to help give Hothfield a New Year 

facelift, and make our village a nicer place to 
live?  

 
Then please join our volunteer Coach Drive clean-up day on Sunday 25 January! 
 
Meet at the entrance to the woods opposite Beech Drive at 10.30am. Please wear solid boots and 
bring thick workman's gloves.  Stay for as little or as long as you like the more the merrier!   Tea and 
light refreshments will be provided. Any queries please contact Shirley Whittington on 621495. 

 
Some of the Matthews 
family came to the History 
Exhibition and are pictured 
in the Village Hall holding 
their own photos of 
themselves as children.  
We are very grateful to 
them for taking their time 
to share their personal 
histories with us all. 



KENT WILDLIFE TRUST - Ian Rickards 
 
Many of you will be pleased to see that the excavator that has been working 
on the reserve over the last month has finished its work.  Although it may not 
look it, the work carried out by the excavator is an essential part of the 
reserves well being. 
 
The machine has been continuing Heritage Lottery Funded work that was 
started 2 years ago, the main purpose of which is to weaken dense stands of 
bracken.  A few years ago, these slopes were entirely covered in bracken 
which prevented any other plants from growing.   Bracken depends on 
underground rhizomes to grow each year, so damaging or removing these 
rhizomes prevents the plant growing back. The disturbed soil, without being 
entirely smothered by bracken, creates perfect growing opportunities for heathland vegetation, which 
in turn will attract a host of bees, birds and dragonflies.  Where the ground is particularly sandy, it will 

remain bare for longer, providing basking opportunities for snakes and other 
reptiles, as well as opportunities for burrowing insects. 
 
You may also have spotted what appear to be medieval burial mounds – these 
are in fact hibernating chambers.  Consisting of holes, filled with logs and 
covered with turf they create ideal conditions for reptiles and amphibians to 
hibernate over the winter. 

 
Around the Christmas period, the Kent Wildlife Trust, again with Heritage Lottery Funding, will be 
attempting to uncover some of the beautiful veteran trees that grow along the Foxenhill Toll.   At the 
beginning of the 19th Century, when Hothfield Heathlands were part of Lord Hothfields estate, a 
series of sweet chestnut and oak were planted across the Foxenhill Toll.  These trees are now over 
200 years old, and are of such massive wildlife and cultural significance that it becomes vital to 
protect and promote them. 
 
Over the last 30-40 years, sycamore trees have been gradually smothering 
these magnificent veterans. Sycamore is an introduced species to this 
country, and as such supports very little wildlife. Also, because very few 
things eat it, it is able to reproduce and spread at an alarming rate.   By felling 
the sycamore we hope to give the trees back their breathing space, and give 
people the opportunity to stand back and admire these wonderful specimens.  
 
For any questions about the work of the Kent Wildlife Trust, please contact 
the Ashford Area Warden, Ian Rickards on 01622 662012 or 
ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk 

 
THANKS FOR THE HOTHFIELD QUIZ – Ed  

 
Many thanks to Les and Caroline for another fun quiz in December.  The 
questions were just right and contained both challenging and fun ones!  Caroline 
and Les certainly entered into the spirit of things with their costumes – we have 
to say, Les looked rather fetching in his outfit!   
 
Thanks again to them and to the thirty or so people who supported the quiz – 
much appreciated! 



ST MARGARET’S CHURCH NEWS – Sue Starkings   

www.g7churches.co.uk  
 
Church Services for January  
  
Sunday 4 January:  The Epiphany of Our Lord    9.30 am   The Eucharist 
Sunday 11 January: The Baptism Of Christ    11.00am   The Eucharist 
Sunday 18 January: Second Sunday of Epiphany    11.00 am   Refresh All-Age Service, Hothfield Village Hall 
Sunday 25th January: The Conversion of St Paul  9.30 am  Holy Communion 

  
Early in 2009, Richard and Lindsay will travel round the G7 churches presenting the 2009 Church 
Roadshow.  Come along and find out the What, Why, Where and When of 2009 
  
Sunday 11 January: 9.30 am Westwell Church    11 am   Pluckley Church 
Sunday 18 January: 9.30 am Charing Church     11.00 am   Hothfield Village Hall 
Sunday 25 January: 11.00 am Egerton Church     4.00 pm   Charing Heath Church 
Can't make one? Then simply come along to another. 
  
For more information, visit www.g7churches.co.uk or ring The Rev Canon Lindsay Hammond  
01233 712576 or the Rev Richard Webb 01233 714663 
 

 
The Church Newsletter – Sally Womersley 
 
In the Christian year, January sees the beginning of the short season of Epiphany 

(which comes from Greek, meaning, ('to reveal’). 
 
In the western church, Epiphany begins on 6 January with the arrival 
of the visiting wise men bringing gifts for the child Jesus and 
revealing him as the incarnate Christ. It ends on the fourth Sunday 
with 'The Presentation of Christ in the Temple' (or candlemas as it is 
also known), and Simeon's prophetic blessing that the child would be 
a 'light for revelation to the Gentiles' (Luke 2:32).  
 
Traditionally, Epiphany is observed as a time for focussing on the 
mission of the church in reaching out to others and therefore has a 
particular significance for us at the moment as we begin our G7 2009 
Roadshow, looking at ways of spreading the Good News to those in our communities and further 
afield, reaching out to people in need and those who are spiritually searching, welcoming the 
stranger and those who may feel like the outsider among us.  
 

In entering into the spirit of Epiphany, Simeon’s blessing reminds us-that 
Jesus; 'The light of the world' is for everyone; all nations, cultures and ages. 
God has no outsiders and no person or group is excluded from his love. 
Indeed, it was God's delight to reveal his baby Son to the searching pagan 
foreigners who were welcomed, given hospitality and whose gifts were 
graciously accepted.  As we hear once again the story of these three Gentile 
outsiders travelling hundreds of miles over difficult terrain in order to find for 
themselves the world's enlightenment, we could do well to bear in mind all 
those in our own time who are spiritually awake and searching, many travelling 

over difficult terrain, and make sure that we light the lamps ready to welcome them.  
 
I wish you a very Happy and peaceful New Year. 



 

The Parish Church of St Margaret, Hothfield  
 

Invites you to a 
 

FREE COFFEE MORNING   
At Hothfield Village Hall 

 

Open to ALL ages! 
 

Tuesday 6 January  from 10.30am to11.30am 
 

Why not pop along and join us for a coffee, a chat and 
a slice of cake? 

 

Blue Box Recycling…..and the Parish Council! 
 
With those new calendars, now is the time to make a note of the dates of the Council’s Blue Box 
Recycling collections.  In Hothfield for 2009 these are: 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
10, 24. 7, 21. 6, 20. 3, 17. 1, 15, 29. 12, 26. 10, 24. 7,21. 4, 18. 2, 16, 30. 13, 27. 11, 

 
If you don’t yet have a Blue Box for your newspaper, glass and tin recycling, just contact the Council 
on 01233 331111. 
 
And while you have your calendar handy, why not make a note of 
the dates of Hothfield Parish Council meetings ?  These are open 
to everyone and are a chance to see what our elected local 
representatives are discussing.  There is also an opportunity for 
local people to raise issues at the meetings.  Meetings are usually 
held at the Village Hall in Park Drive (with the occasional one at the 
Children’s Centre) at 7pm on the second Monday of each month 
(apart from August).  Why not go along one month?  Agenda and 
minutes of these meetings are available on the Hothfield Website (see below) or in the Post Office.  
And for those who may not know, the current members of the Parish Council are: 
 

Shirley Whittington (Chair) 
Kay Pender 
Pat Warren 

John Collins 
Peter Howard 
Les Hughes 

Larry Krause 
Peter Patten 
Tony Rawlins 

 

HOTHFIELD NEWS 
 

All contributions, letters, comments etc for the newsletter should be sent to the Editor, Chris Twydell, 
at 37 Coach Drive by the 15th of each month or by email to hothfieldnewsletter@gmail.com  01233 635 
372.  If you would like to receive a copy of the newsletter by e mail, or would like a large print copy, 
please let me know.  Thanks. 
 

AND FINALLY.......   
 

………………. What did two raindrops say to a third?  Two’s company, three’s a cloud! 
   


