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WELCOME 
 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this issue with positive 
reports on what has been happening – and what is planned for the coming 
weeks!  You will see we have taken the plunge and included a few photos 
which will (we hope) make the newsletter more appealing.   
 
As we approach the Christmas period with so much happening, perhaps all 
those involved in activities in and around Hothfield could make a special 
effort to send in reports on those activities – so don’t be shy, tell us what you have been doing! 
 
Meanwhile, best wishes for Christmas to all our readers and to all our contributors from the whole 
Newsletter Team! 
 

HOTHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL – Shirley Whittington 
 

It has been a very busy time for everyone in Hothfield since the publication of the November 
Newsletter. First there was the amazing History Day which attracted so many people not only 
from our village but also from surrounding areas. As an onlooker it was a real thrill for me to 
see so many people renewing old friendships and recollecting how life used to be when they 
were young in Hothfield. The exhibitions which were mounted gave a very real insight into life 
and times in our village. On behalf of us all I should like to all those, especially Sheila Flynn 
and Chris Rogers, who worked so hard for so many weeks to make the day such a success.  

 
Then came the Halloween party for our youngsters, organised by the Children’s Centre in conjunction with our 
Community Warden, Aaron Kaye. Judging the fancy dress was no easy task as everyone had put so much 
effort into their costumes. Once again a big thank you to all the volunteers and parents who came along to 
make the event so much fun for the children in our community. 
 
Next to a piece of good news for motorists. Kent Highways will be 
undertaking work to prevent heavy goods vehicles from parking in the 
lay-by adjacent to the junction with Station Road on the Maidstone 
bound carriageway of the A20. Work will be carried out using temporary 
traffic signals during off peak periods. 
Finally the Parish Council would like to thank all of you who took the trouble to fill in the appraisal form. The 
statistics are currently being analysed and your priorities listed. These will be presented to the Parish Council 
at an extraordinary meeting on Monday, 8 December.  Later, in the New Year, we shall all have the chance to 
set our priorities for the village plan and to influence how the Parish Council should proceed.  
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HOTHFIELD CHILDREN’S CENTRE – Jan Hammond 
 
The Halloween Party was a great success with lots of positive feedback from 
everybody.  150 parents/carers and children came.  The Pumpkin Soup and 

Decorating a Pumpkin event - another positive 
feedback from everyone.  At this event there were 51 
adults and children. 
 
There is an afterschool club here at the Centre on Tuesday afternoons 3.30 - 
5.00pm. These will run on Tuesdays until 16 December.  Christmas Activities 

coming up soon include Carol Singing, Decorating the Children's Centre and Christingle Making.  If 
anybody would like to help or become a volunteer please ring 01233 622296.  The Centre will be 
closing for Christmas on 24 Dec & opening again on 5 Jan 09. 
 

KENT WILDLIFE TRUST - Ian Rickards, Ashford Area Warden 
 
From talking to people on the reserve over the last couple of weeks, it would appear 
that many of you are missing our cattle and ponies!!  Unfortunately all the animals 
were taken off the main part of the reserve at the beginning of November. The Kent 
Wildlife Trust manage over 50 nature reserves, so when our animals have finished 
grazing one site, they can be moved to another. The Highland cattle have gone to a 
big grassland site called Queendown Warren, not far from Rainham. As soon as the 
grasses start growing in the Spring we can bring them back.  
 

The Konik ponies haven’t travelled as far – they have been in another part of 
the Hothfield Heathlands along Watery Lane.  As you might expect, the land 
adjacent to Watery Lane has created similar marshy conditions to our other 
bogs, and we have been managing these for wildlife with money from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. We will be carrying out regular grazing to prevent the 
handful of vigorous plant species that smother everything else.  It hasn’t taken 
them long to do their job on that particular site, so they have since been 
moved onto the ‘Triangle’, where they are currently browsing off this year’s re-
growth.  
 
Although not as open as it would have been 50 years ago, over the next few years the triangle will 
develop into a wonderful mix of big mature trees with a whole range of flowering plants growing 
underneath. This should be a great area to look for woodpeckers, nut hatch and tree creepers, birds 
which search for food and places to nest on big gnarly trees. 
 

As I write this piece, contractors, paid for by Ashford Borough Council, are 
preparing to improve the surface of the track leading to the Football field. 
When this work is done, please drive with due consideration.  Keeping your 
speed to 5mph will greatly increase the longevity of the surface, and make 
a more pleasant experience for visitors and residents alike.  
 
Ashford Borough Council are mindful of the cost implications of regular 
repairs to this track, or the excessive cost of resurfacing with tarmac.  If the 

track continues to be worn away, the most cost effective option could be to restrict access to this car 
park. Please bear this in mind, and drive carefully!!   Contact 01622 662012 or 
Ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk 
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HOTHFIELD HISTORY SOCIETY – Chris Rogers 
 
The Hothfield History Society would like to thank the residents 
of our village, past and present, for making the History 
Exhibition the great success that it was.  Everyone who came 
will have found that the day was extremely busy and lots of 
you caught up with neighbours and friends who you hadn’t 
seen for years.  Without the interest of the villagers the Village 
Hall would have simply been pictures and words without any 
meaning.  We estimate that approximately 500 people turned up on the day! 
 

We are all very grateful for the stories, photographs and memories that 
you shared with us before the Exhibition, and on the day.  Please do keep 
sending us any stories or pictures that you come across – just because 
the Exhibition has passed it doesn’t mean that we’ve stopped being 
interested!  There are always new details 
to record and stories for our archives, so 
please keep them coming. 
 
On the day we had visitors from as far 
away as the west country and Wales; 

many of you brought photographs for us to scan in and family 
mementoes to show us.  Your feedback was very positive but you 
also let us know a few areas where we could improve if we hold a 
similar event again. 
 
We continue to receive stories and e-mails at:  hothfieldmemories@hotmail.com and I’m sure that the 
Newsletter would be pleased to receive your stories too.  If you left your name and contact details 
with us then we will get around to contacting you soon. 
 
Personally, I would like to thank everyone who helped to set up the 
event and run it on the day – there are too many to name but you 
know who you are.  We are particularly grateful to the Coles family 
for lending us their field and for running the refreshments on the 
day, and to the Holloway family for their support and assistance 
with publicity and more.  We are also grateful to the Parish Council, 
the Village Hall Committee for running the barbeque, and the 
Summer Fair Team for lending us fencing, signs ropes and bunting, 
and much more! 
 

Just before the Exhibition a letter was received by the 
Editor from a former soldier who was stationed at 
Hothfield in 1944 – with the kind permission of the 
Editor I shall publish extracts from his letter, and other 
messages that we’ve received, over forthcoming 
editions of the Newsletter.  Also John Wilkinson, who 
was also based in Hothfield during part of WWII has 
donated his wartime helmet that he wore when 

building railways on the south coast.  We are very grateful to John for his kind donation and for 
sharing his memories with us. 
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CROUCHER FAMILY 
Are you researching the Croucher name?  Mr and Mrs Carter came to our event from London hoping 
to look up Mrs Carter’s family, named Croucher.  Later in the day another person spoke to the Kent 
Family History Society who was also interested in the Crouchers.  If that was you then please contact 
the History Society or the Editor and we will put you in contact with Mr and Mrs Carter as you may 
have information to share and you could be related! 

 
SALES AND OF HISTORY BOOKS AND POSTCARDS 
The History Society has copies of its publications available.  The 
‘Hothfield in the 20th Century’ book is £10 and was produced in 2000 to 
record village life through the 1900s.  
 
We also have copies of our more recent book which transcribes the work 

of the Reverend Russell.  Rev. Russell was the vicar in Hothfield in the 1890s and he researched 
everything that he could up to the time of his death.  His extensive research covers 454 pages and 
goes back as far as the 7th Century and includes lots of family trees, accounts and details of all 
aspects of Hothfield.  Prices of this excellent work will depend upon the number of copies to be 
printed.  Present indications are that the price for hard bound copies will be £80- £85, comb-bound 
copies with a stiff acetate cover can be obtained for £30 - £35,  or it’s available on CD suitable for 
viewing on a computer for £8. 
 
Please contact Bob Rivers on (01233) 631565 by Thursday, 4 December to 
look at these books and to order your copy.  If we get lots of interest in the Rev 
Russell’s book then we may be able to save a few pounds on the printing costs. 

 
There are also a few antique postcards for sale showing the waterfall and the 
bridge over it from around 100 years ago.  Some have been postally used.  
These are available for £5 each from Chris Rogers (tel 01233 624105). You can 
of course look at them first before deciding whether you would like to buy any. 
 
HOTHFIELD MYSTERIES 
A resident posed a question at the Exhibition that we had difficulty answering:  
Why is Plantation Close  called that name?  When the new housing was built in 

the 1950s that area was entirely part of the Common and was a woodland.  It was also very boggy 
and the path that ran across from corner to corner from the Thanet Arms to the junction of Cades 
Road was often very wet.  The area could not therefore really be considered as a plantation.  
Sackville and Tufton were the local names of the Lords of Hothfield, and Beech Drive may well have 
had a few beeches left from the Common, but ‘Plantation’ seems more 
difficult to explain. 
 
It is also thought that Plantation Close was supposed to have been 
continuous right through to join up with Beech Drive and the whole road 
would have been one long ‘Plantation Road’.  Stories suggest that the 
roads were misaligned and did not connect, or that the garage block was 
built instead on the route. 
 
Any suggestions, or if anyone knows then we’d be pleased to hear from you. 
 
 

On behalf of everyone in Hothfield, can we pass on our thanks to Chris Rogers, Sheila 
Flynn and their team of volunteers who gave us a da y to remember.  So much work 
went into the day and that effort really was apprec iated.  Thanks again – Editor 
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LETTERS – Ed 
 
Last month we published a letter from Isobel and Gavin about rubbish and 
flytipping in Hothfield.  I had hoped we would have had lots of responses from 
the Parish Council, the Borough Council, the County Council, the Warden, the 
Police and other agencies, all of whom are involved in various ways in 
Hothfield (is it just me or are there more agencies than people?).  Alas, the 
Newsletter has had nothing from anyone! 
 

CHARING CHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL   - Ruth Burns 
Mobile Phones Wanted! 
If you are hoping that Father Christmas, or someone else, is going to give you a new mobile 
phone this Christmas then pleased drop your old one into Charing School. We are recycling 
old mobiles to raise funds for school and helping reduce waste too. 
 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM CHARING SCHOOL PTA 
 

FUTURE CHANGES TO STATE PENSIONS – Christine Twydell 
 
If you are a woman, born on or after 6 April 1950, are you aware of the imminent changes to the 
State Pension age for women?  The following information is taken from the Department of Work and 
Pensions website:� �������������	�	
��

�	����	��
���� �

�
‘Currently, the State Pension age is 65 for men born before 6 April 1959.  For women 
born on or before 5 April 1950, State Pension age is 60. The State Pension age for 
women born on or after 6 April 1950 will increase gradually to 65 between 2010 and 
2020.  From 6 April 2020 the State Pension age will be 65 for both men and women.’ 
 

In addition, the State Pension age for both men and women is to increase from 65 to 68 between 
2024 and 2046, with each change phased in over two consecutive years in each decade. The first 
increase, from 65 to 66, will be phased in between April 2024 and April 2026; the second, from 66 to 
67, will be phased in between April 2034 and April 2036; and the third, from 67 to 68, between April 
2044 and April 2046. 
 
To get a State Pension Forecast call the Future Pension Centre on 0845 300 0168 and they will fill in 
the form with you over the phone.  Lines are open from 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 
1pm on Saturday.  Calls are charged at local rates although calls from mobile phones or cable 
networks may differ. If you have hearing or speech difficulties and have a textphone, call textphone 
0845 3000 169.  You can also get an online forecast at the Pension Service website (see above. 
 

ST MARGARET’S CHURCH NEWS – Sue Patten  
www.g7churches.co.uk  

 
BAPTISMS 
Richie Kevin Andy Horace Hallett (Hothfield) .   
Richie was baptised on Saturday 18 October 2008 at St. Margaret, Hothfield. 
 

Alice Georgina Rimmer (Hothfield).   
Alice was baptised on Sunday 26 October 2008 at St. Margaret, Hothfield. 
 

May God make their homes Christian and loving. 
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 
  
Sunday 7 December 9.30 am  The Eucharist Service 
Sunday 14 December 11 am      The Eucharist Service 
Sunday 21 December 11 am      The Christmas Carol Service 
Monday 22 December  3.00 pm   Christmas Christingle Service 
Thursday 25 December  10 am     Christmas Family Service 
Sunday 28 December   9.30 am   G7 Eucharist Service Little Chart 
  
For more information, visit www.g7churches.co.uk or ring The Rev. Canon Lindsay Hammond  01233 
712576 or The Rev. Richard Webb 01233 714663 

 
 FREE COFFEE MORNING 

Hothfield village Hall Open to ALL ages! 

 

             

 

Tuesday 2 December from 10.30am to 11.30 am. 
Why not pop along and join us for a coffee, tea, a 

slice of cake and a chat?  
 
HOTHFIELD VILLAGE HALL – Phil Holloway 
 
Well another month is over and we are now closer to Christmas. The hall has 
had a few busy weeks now and fingers crossed it will carry on in to the New 
Year.  We have bookings for next year already so things are looking good so 
far. The events that have been held recently seem to have gone very well. The 
Halloween party went very well and we hope to do more like this.  The race 
night was also a good event all there had a good time.  Thankyou all for those 
who have supported the hall.  
 

Well it is just a short note this month but remember we have the quiz nite and the New Year’s eve 
party.  Quiz night is fancy dress on 13 December all welcome.  And New Year’s Eve tickets on sale 
soon from the shop £10 each and they are limited to 150 for the event. 
 

 

HOTHFIELD NEWS 
 

 
All contributions, letters, comments etc for the newsletter should be sent to the Editor, Chris Twydell, 
at 37 Coach Drive (01233 635 372) by the 15th of each month or by email to 
hothfieldnewsletter@gmail.com. If you would like to receive a copy of the newsletter by e mail, or 
would like a large print copy, please let me know.  Thanks. 
 

AND FINALLY….    
……….is a bargain something you can't use at a price  you can't resist?  


