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DROP-IN EXHIBITION
IN RESPECT OF
LANDOWNER’S AGENTS’
PROPOSALS
FOR ABC LOCAL PLAN
COACH DRIVE SITE
PLEASE NOTE
THE DROP-IN EXHIBITION
WILL NOT BE TAKING PLACE ON
SATURDAY 6 JANUARY
AS ORIGINALLY ADVISED,
BUT INSTEAD WILL NOW TAKE
PLACE FROM 2PM to 5PM
IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON

SATURDAY 20 JANUARY
2018
This edition includes a three-page
supplement giving full details of
proposals for Hothfield under the
Ashford Local Plan

Services at Saint Margaret’s
Sunday 14
Epiphany 2
11.00
Matins
Service from the Book of Common Prayer, with hymns
Rector: Rev. Canon Sheila Cox 01233 712598 Churchwardens Hedley Grenfell-Banks 01233 421149, Malcolm Wood 01233 623090

Saint Margaret’s Church

Sunday 7
Epiphany
11.00
The Eucharist
A service of Holy Communion in modern English, with hymns

Sunday 21
Epiphany 3
No Service in Hothfield.
CHARING
EGERTON

16.00

09.30 The Eucharist : CHARING HEATH
09.30 Informal Morning Praise
09.30 Matins (BCP):
LITTLE CHART 11.00 Cornerstone All-Age Worship
PLUCKLEY
08.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 11.00 The Eucharist
WESTWELL
11.00 Family Service

Sunday 28 Epiphany 4
11.00
H4
Informal Praise service for all the family. A good introduction to Church

Dear Newsletter Readers,
We only walked 400 metres, but a trip advisory five star rating for the all-ages Christmas
Wassail at Hothfield church held on Dec 16th.
Thanks to the volunteers serving the mulled
wine and mince pies (courtesy of the village
shop). The carols and Christmas songs mixed
with beautiful performance from local musicians and Hedley’s talented daughter, and
were leavened by his own sparkling monologues; see picture, with Hedley next to Rector Sheila Cox. Don’t miss it and the Christmas Tree event next year.
Julius (10), Snooky and Graham

The Editor wishes to state that the letter on the
left and the picture above were published only
under strong compulsion from certain parties.
However, it has to be admitted that we all had a
very good time at the Wassail on 16 December.
My thanks to Rev. Sheila for taking time out of her
insanely busy Christmas schedule; to Nikki Bolton
for bringing her violin and lots of jingling bells; to
Bina for supplying the mince pies; to Minnie for
dashing hither and thither collecting last-minute
ingredients; to Malcolm for some virtuoso twiddles on the organ; and most of all to the audience,
who sang most lustily and even condescended to
laugh at some of my jokes.
HGB
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Free Conflict Resolution Help Service

Ashford Mediation Service
offers a free mediation service by professionally
trained mediators to anyone in the Ashford Area.
Mediation is confidential and highly effective in resolving
both long and short term conflict situations.

We offer help with:
Neighbourhood Disputes
e.g. Noise, Parking, and Anti-Social Behaviour

Family Disputes
(including young people between 7yrs and 18yrs)

Workplace Disputes
Contact us for more information or an appointment on:

01233896237 or 07775398907;
info@ashfordmediation.co.uk
or visit our website
www.ashfordmediation.co.uk

Every Thursday
at 6.30pm
in the Village Hall

Village Hall
Regular Activities
Mondays
Tuesdays

Country Dancing 7.30 to 10.30pm
Creation Station 9.30 to 11.30am
Irish Dancing 4.30 to 7.30pm
Wednesdays Dog Training 5.30-9pm
Thursdays Bingo 6.30-8.30pm
Fridays
Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Squad 26 Youth Club 6.30 to 8.30pm.
Saturday
Rugby Tots 9-11.45am. (outdoors in the
summer; back in the hall on 9 September.
To book the Village Hall for your Parties,
Get-togethers, etc., please ring Minnie on
01233 421149,or email hothfieldhall@gmx.co.uk
Prices: Village £7.50 per hour,
Outside Village £10.00/hour
All Day Hire – Village £175.00
(£175.00 deposit required).
All Day Hire – Outside Village
(£250.00 deposit)

£250.00

Children's Birthday £35.00 first 4 hours,
then at hourly rate. (£25.00 deposit required).

JANUARY ON HOTHFIELD HEATHLANDS
Humans first dipped fingers
into tree sap, tasted it and
found uses for it centuries
ago. Raw sap doesn’t keep,
so the first fermented or
concentrated products may
well have been natural accidents, and tasting mistakes
along the way horrible or
fatal. Ash, birch and elm sap
are useful, each with their
distinctive flavour – someone described birch wine as
having the faint piquancy of
wet paper bag (so don’t nibble paper bags). The raw sap
of some maples, principally
Acer saccharum, actually
tastes mildly saccharine.
Sugar content is very low, 1
litre of maple syrup takes 40
litres of raw sap. In all cases
the window of opportunity
for tapping sap is short, a
few weeks as it starts to
pump back into the tree
crown to support spring
growth; after that it is too

bitter to use.
Tree felling on the heathland is a carefully considered
conservation measure. A
large tree can take over 200
litres of water from the soil
in a day in summer, and the
peak sap flow in springtime
can be 70kg/hour.
So self-seeded trees on the
slopes above the lower bog
will quickly stop water draining into the bog and create
very dry shade; trees in the
bog will suck it dry, alter the
nature of the site, and deprive all weaker specialised
plants, animals, birds and
insects of this rare habitat.
If weather, wine, paper
bags or maple syrup waffles
keep you from exploring the
heathland, look at the regular postings of photos and
comments by Val Butcher
and others on the Hothfield
Heathlands flora and fauna
facebook page.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/360156841000304/
Happy New Wildlife
Year! Aren’t we lucky to
have this fragile SSSI
close by, cared for and
protected by Kent Wildlife Trust staff and so
many loyal volunteers?
Walkers in late winter last
year may have seen birch
and sycamore tree stumps
weeping copious quantities
of slightly sticky sap which
soaked back into the ground.
In places the tree stumps
looked like candles, as the
sap dried into a waxy layer.
This astonishing sight is
slightly disturbing to humans
associating the sap with our
finite blood supply. But the
roots of the cut trees had
continued to make new sap
drawing water and minerals
from the soil by osmosis,
ready to feed the surge of
springtime growth, and the
resulting physical root pressure pumped the sap upwards and out of the cut
trunk. So far trees of a similar size cut by the volunteers

with Ian Rickards in autumn
2017 haven’t oozed as much.
It will be interesting to see if
temperature changes as
spring approaches trigger
the same phenomenon.
The sap is the concentrate
of nutrients which, with
shortening days and lower
temperatures, has been
withdrawn from twigs and
thin branches and pulled
down into the trunk and
roots. This is the trees’ defence against winter extremes; sap freezing in thinly
protected cells will expand,
burst through cell walls and
kill them. Pulled into the
roots and tree trunk by the
tree’s circulation system the
sap, source of next year’s
energy for spring growth, is
protected by a thick layer of
bark. In a similar way, biennial root vegetables such as
parsnips and carrots store
and protect the nutrients
needed to power the flowering and seed production of
the second year of their lifecycle.

Heather (Ling) won’t grow under trees
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It all makes sense when
you know the details
Look, it wasn't as if I planned the thing. It
wasn't even supposed to be a partridge in the
first place. And the pear tree, that just, sort of,
happened.
All right, let's start at the beginning. The Lady
Arabella. Black hair, blue eyes, darkish complexion. soulful expression. Utterly delicious.
Black frock, in mourning for her brother who
had a nasty lapse of concentration while jousting. So what does she want for Christmas?
Anything you want, I said, just ask. Oh, something to eat would be nice, she says. Languorously, like they do.
Well, for a dish like that, you can't just have
the kitchen knock up a few cakes, can you?
You need something a bit special. So I thought,
well, there's pheasants around at this time of
year, how about a nice pheasant?
We keep a fowler. Not the world's most
expert fowler, nothing in this castle is exactly
world class, but you have to have a fowler.
Pheasants? he said, pheasants? No, they were
all released for hunting, weeks ago, and we
haven't seen any of them since. The outlaws in
the forest had a big feast recently, maybe that
was them. I think we might have a partridge,
though. Sort of tame, lives in the orchard,
would that do?
Well, I thought, pheasant, partridge, not
much difference. Lives in the orchard? How do
we catch it?
Birdlime, says the fowler. Sticky stuff. make a
heap of twigs, slop the birdlime all over it, pop
something partridges like on top, bird comes
along, grabs bait, feet stick to birdlime, snatch,
easy. Have I got some birdlime? Well, no, not
your actual birdlime. Do I know how to make
it? Ah. Well, you take some. er, and some,
er ... No. not really.
See what I mean? Useless. But I can't sack
him, he comes with the property. Still, he'd
given me an idea. So I went round to the carpenter's shop and asked for some glue. Tricky
stuff, glue. Made from horses' hooves, apparently. You have to boil it up in a can, and it
smells awful. Still, I boiled it up, then I took the
can into the orchard, got a twig, painted it with
glue, sprinkled some corn on it, and blow me,
the partridge flies right in, lands on the twig,
pecks up some corn, and flies off again. Glue, it
appears. isn't really sticky until it cools.
The partridge didn't fly far, thought. Just as
far as the pear tree, in fact, where it settled
down on a branch and started to digest its
corn. I sent for the fowler again. You're the
expert, I said, get that partridge down from
that tree.
Well, he tried, I'll give him that. But by the
time he got a pole to knock the bird out of the

tree, the glue on its feet had cooled and the
partridge had become a fixture. So I had the
gardeners uproot the tree and stick it in a tub,
and sent it off to the Lady Arabella with a loving
note. Hell of a way to spend Christmas morning.
In the afternoon, my page, Will, came back
from the Lady Arabella, with a little reply. I
opened it with trembling hands. How sweet. she
said, whatever will you think of next?
So far, so good. But how do you follow a partridge in a pear tree? I worried about it most of
the night. But in the morning, I looked into the
orchard from my tower window, and would you
believe it, the twig with the corn and the glue
had caught a couple of turtle-doves. Which, as
everybody knows (except, possibly, my fowler)
are a symbol of unending love. Off went Will
again to the Castle Quichenotte, and back in the
afternoon with a note. Not quite so pleasant this
time. Turtle doves, she said, cute, get the message, but how about some proper food? I've got
a dinner party for ten tomorrow and the local
shops are out of fresh meat after Christmas.
So was my poulterer. Sorry, my lord, says he, I
have nothing in the way of ordinary food, but
you're in luck because nobody has been able to
afford my prize hens. He showed me the hens.
Enormous, they were, with yellow legs of all
things. He explained that they were Poulets de
Bresse, all the way from France, and reputedly
the finest-tasting chickens in the whole wide
world. I'll take them, I said. They're five shillings
each, the poulterer said. No, I said, I'll take
them. I'm the Lord of the Manor and I'll take
them. So I took them. And then Will took them
– to the Lady Arabella. With a message. Actually, a pretty hot message, though I say so myself.
When Will came back, there was no message
from the Lady Arabella. She took the birds, he
said, and would not stay for an answer. He talks
pretty fancy, my page Will; but he reads a lot.
He's fond of some writer called Bacon, apparently, so he probably got that phrase from him.
But the next day, there was a message. What
the hell, it said, is the use of four calling birds? I
said to Will, Will, I said, how did the Lady Arabella get hold of four calling birds? Heaven alone
knows, he said, and looked so innocent that I
wondered what was going on between him and
her. The message went on, If you were a proper
suitor, you'd send me a proper present.
And what, I enquired of Will, do you think she
thinks is a proper present> Well, he said, maybe
jewellery? Just a thought. And what a thought.
Jewellery costs a King's ransom. And then I remembered that I'm expecting a King's ransom. I
got lucky in a little battle some time ago, and
captured me a real live King. Not much of a

5 King, admittedly, I think his kingdom's about
the size of a small market town, but a King's a
King and I'll get a ransom for him. Some day.
Meanwhile, he's eating me out of house and
home. But I remembered what I took off his
fingers when I caught him. Five gold rings! That,
I said to Will, ought to please her more than a
few roast chickens.
Would you believe it? All her reply said was,
could I possibly spare a few eggs? Eggs? I said,
eggs? Did she say nothing about the rings? Oh,
she was very pleased with them, my Lord, says
Will, and he had that innocent expression
again. So I said, eggs, eh? I'll give her eggs. Big
eggs and lots of them. And I went down to
Home Farm and rounded up half a dozen
geese, guaranteed good layers, and sent them
off with a message which trusted that these
would satisfy her Ladyship's needs. I may also
have suggested that I could do a bit of satisfying
myself if called upon, but she doesn't seem to
have got that message because her next billetdoux said she was desperate because her
cousin, a Duke no less, was coming to stay and
what could she feed him with? Him, that is, and
the seventeen gentlemen of his retinue.
Well, what do you feed a Duke? Desperate
times, desperate measures. Will, I said, can you
swim? Sort of, he says. Good enough, I said,
the moat's only five feet deep. How tall are
you? Five foot six, he says. Right, I told him, get
in the moat and grab some swans. But they'll
attack me, he says, dangerous birds, swans. So
take your little poniard, I said, and when a
swan attacks you, stab it. Apparently, he's
never actually used his poniard and it was a
nice one and he didn't want to get it wet. Listen, sunshine, I said, Will may not be willing,
but he might not want me to shake a spear at
him. Clever, that, I thought, and a pun on his
name always pleases him, so he said he'd get
his friend Mercutio, who's good with a dagger,
and off he went to the moat. He and Mercutio
found seven swans a-swimming in the moat,
which Mercutio said was enough and would
serve, and soon they were on their way to
Castle Quichenotte.
The next note from Lady Arabella was a bit
confusing. Thanks for the swans, she said, the
Duke is partial to a nice swan, but he and his
retinue like milk, too, and she has some cows
but not enough, and if she had enough she
couldn’t get them milked fast enough. I understand, she wrote, that you are very fond of
milkmaids. Perhaps you could spare a few. And
a few cows, too, of course. She'd be ever so
grateful, she said.
I do like gratitude in a woman. But I like milkmaids, too, they have such creamy skin and
they giggle sweetly. And anyway, where was
she getting all this information about my personal predilections?. I chose eight of the least
saucy milkmaids and sent them off with a small
herd of cattle from the Upper Farm.
Your milkmaids, said that evening's letter, are
most efficient, but half of them appear to be
pregnant, and they are all flirting with the
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Duke's retinue. These gentlemen are starting to
quarrel among themselves, and eight milkmaids
are not enough for seventeen gentlemen. However, I understand (from whom? I asked myself)
that you have some dancing-girls. Could you
send them over, please? Pretty please.
Will, I said with a sigh, this lady is beginning to
strike me as rather high-maintenance. Go on,
take the girls, what the hell, am I to be left with
no delights to while away the time? Oo, says
Will, great phrase, hang on while I make a note
of that. It could come in handy.
The boy baffles me.
However, the next day’s letter was more
pleasing, at least to start with. The dancing-girls
are lovely, she said, and so graceful we've promoted them to dancing-ladies. Seven of the
lords are still fighting over the non-pregnant
milkmaids, but the other ten are simply leaping
about for joy. We have decided to hold a fancy
dress ball for our visitors. You wouldn’t, by any
chance, have a few musicians you could spare
us?
When Will came back from escorting the
eleven pipers, he brought the last letter I ever
received from the Lady Arabella. Thank you for
the pipers, it said. Just as lovely as all your other
presents. My cousin the Duke and his men have
now moved on, but the girls feel very much at
home here, so I've asked them all to stay. Oh,
and the pipers will stay, too, to provide sweet
music for me and my new boyfriend.
New boyfriend, I screamed at Will, What new
boyfriend? And who's been feeding her all this
information about my love-life? And why are you
wearing that innocent expression again?
Innocent? he asked, Me, innocent? I have, as it
happens, been invited to move to Castle
Quichenotte. I am sure my presence there will
afford her Ladyship much, er, satisfaction.
It figures, I sighed. What with you being young,
and not bad-looking, and noble yourself and all.
Me, noble, says Will, whatever gave you that
idea? I said, well, when you applied for the job of
page, you said your father was on the Council.
The King's Council includes the highest nobles in
the land. No, says he, I never said the King's
council; my dad's on the Parish Council, back
home in Stratford. Ah well, never mind, he said,
all's well that ends well. And the lady, well, I’ve
been sending her sonnets for the last week. I call
her my Dark Lady. Oh, and while the calling
birds were a bit of a frost, she loved the five
gold rings I gave her.
I threw my boots at him, but they both missed.
And now I'm out one lady-love, eight buxom
milkmaids, nine dancing-girls, all the fresh meat
on the estate and a pair of boots. The King's
ransom his subjects have drummed up works
out at two pounds six shillings, and I've had a
letter to say that the Royal Swan-keeper will be
round next week to inspect Her Majesty's birds
on the moat.
On the other hand, twelve drummers ought to
keep her awake and spoil her appetite for crafty
young pages, at least for a while.
HGB

A Really Complex Scam
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New way to report crime
We wanted to make you and your parish aware of two updates made to the Kent Police website recently.
The public can now report crimes and incidents as well as
non-injury road traffic collisions ONLINE directly to us
through our website (www.kent.police.uk). Once a report is
made to us online, the user will receive a unique reference
number and a return email confirming receipt.
We are promoting both as a test/pilot at this stage. At the
end of each form is the opportunity for the public making a
report to give us feedback on using the forms.
The overall aim is to provide another choice for how the
public can report crime or incidents as well as try to reduce
the number of people calling 101 on non-urgent issues that
could easily be dealt with through digital contact (which increasingly a lot of people prefer and have asked us to provide).
Please feel free to promote this new option of contacting
Kent Police with your wider parish.
Kind regards
Helen Marshall

A telephone call was received on a landline (late November
2017) from scammers advising that they were calling from
a bank – they did not specify which bank and this was not
questioned. The caller stated he was conducting an internal
investigation into bank staff and that the victim was to tell no
one that they were assisting with the investigation. He stated
that counterfeit money had been put into accounts and that
the victim was to withdraw 2 separate sums on consecutive
days, and that once withdrawn he would ring them and check
random numbers on some of the bank notes to determine if
they were the ones that they had introduced and were circulating in the system. The victim was told that a courier from
the bank would collect the money and then the bank account
would be re-credited with genuine notes. The victim was to
leave their phone off the hook when they were communicating
so that they would not be contacted by anyone and they were
to tell no one why they was withdrawing the money, including
the bank staff. Money was withdrawn and the courier, described as male in his 20s and Mediterranean appearance, collected the money the same day. Needless to say the money
was not re-credited.
Please be aware of any such attempts to obtain cash in circumstances as above, not just for yourselves but for any of
your family, friends or neighbours who may be vulnerable to
such scams.
Stay vigilant
PSE 59727 Andrew Judd
Volunteer & Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer,
for South East Kent Police.

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY
December Draw
1st prize £23-75
2nd prize £14-25
3rd prize £9-50

no. 151
no. 86
no. 3

COST TO ENTER only £1 per draw,
£12 per year or £6 for six months. Collect a form from
HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE
Or telephone Peter on 01233 623568

1st Charing Scouts meet on Wednesdays in
term time at The Scout Hut, Pett Lane,
Charing
Tel. 07795 694673
gsl_charingscoutgroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/1stcharingscouts

is edited, printed and published by Hedley Grenfell-Banks for
HGB Services, financed by Hothfield Parish Council and
distributed free to every house in the village
by a dedicated band of volunteers.
Email hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk telephone 421149
Available on line at www.hothfield.org.uk.
The deadline for the February 2018 issue is 20 January.
Letters and articles for publication are always welcome.
Advertising is free to businesses working in, or for, the
Parish of Hothfield. Email the Editor for information on
advertising prices for outside companies.

Aunt Jemima’s NEW YEAR GRIPES
Don’t expect any New Year Resolutions from me. I intend to remain the same awkward,
sarcastic, foul-mouthed delight you’ve all come to know and love.

Things that bug me:
Looking forward to the last brownie only to find that someone else ate it first
Those five pounds that sneak up behind me and attach themselves to my hips when I’m not looking
Losing at Scrabble
Buying something and finding it for less somewhere else
Finding out there’s no toilet paper too late
Nights when you wake up fifteen times for no reason
Thinking of a good retort – a day too late
People who had more fun on holiday than I did
People who are wrong when I am obviously right
The little bit of milk that’s always left at the end of the carton
People who think their stories are more interesting than mine
How there are absolutely no clothes that look good, feel good and come in my size
Trying to find the end of a roll of sticky tape
Ditto toilet paper
Hot weather when you’re not on holiday
Hot weather at home when you are on holiday
When you go to the shop to buy eggs but return with everything except eggs
When you leave your phone charging and come back after three hours to find that the switch was off
Putting eight socks into the dryer, but only having only seven socks come out

POST
OFFICE

HOTHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield Parish Council, please either see the
noticeboard outside the village shop or visit www.hothfield.org.uk

At long last, the new ABC Local Plan was finally signed off by the ABC Cabinet and Council last month and has been sent to the
Planning Inspectorate for public examination during 2018. I will let you know once I have the dates for the public examination and
details of where it is taking place.
As we anticipated, there was virtually no difference in the submissions for Hothfield’s two Local Plan sites, compared with the
texts contained within the previous drafts; and I am now reproducing the final signed-off details in respect of the policies pertaining
to the Coach Drive and A20 Corridor sites, so you can refresh your memories as to what is involved.

Policy S34 - Hothfield - Land East of Coach Drive
(Arrow shows single entry / egress point near current bus shelter)

4.338 Hothfield is a relatively compact village with a central
residential core and clearly defined edges to open countryside
along its eastern and southern boundaries. It lies to the west
of the A20 and is well screened by a combination of the local
topography and the wooded areas that form part of the Hothfield Common SSSI.
4.339 This site is located on the north eastern edge of Hothfield at the main entrance point to the village when approached from the A20. The site adjoins Coach Drive which,
on its eastern side, has a substantial tree belt that is the subject of a Tree Preservation Order and hence the site is relatively well screened from the existing built part of the village.
4.340 Hothfield has been designated as a Neighbourhood
Area with the intention that there will be a Neighbourhood
Plan prepared for the parish. This site has been identified in
this Local Plan as the most appropriate location for additional
residential development in the village but it may be possible for
an emerging Neighbourhood Plan to identify alternative locations for development.
4.341 The site provides an opportunity to create a modest
expansion to the village that can help to sustain and support
local services but it is important that the development is limited to an area that would not be visible from the northern
approach to the village, particularly from the A20, and hence
the site is proposed for 40 units. This may necessitate the pro-

vision of single storey accommodation on the eastern and
northern edges of the built footprint of the development with
a suitable buffer of mature landscaping provided to screen mid
to long range views. The Site Access central residential core of
the village contains relatively high density residential development so some relatively low density development is appropriate on part of the site.
4.342 The site should be accessed by vehicles via a single
access point from the junction of Coach Drive and Station
Road. Suitable traffic management arrangements will need to
be implemented to ensure a satisfactory junction arrangement
at this point.
4.343 The existing tree belt along Coach Drive is a significant
local feature that will be a barrier between the existing built
part of the village and the new development. However, it is
important that the proposed development is integrated into
the rest of the village whilst retaining the large majority of the
tree belt and hence it is proposed that provision should be
made for a pedestrian and cycleway link through the tree belt
on Coach Drive to provide direct links and connectivity to the
main part of the village.
4.344 Hothfield Common SSSI lies to the north of the village
and is also designated as a Local Nature Reserve. This is a site
of national importance that is already under considerable pressure from recreational use. Any development proposal needs

to give careful consideration through a detailed assessment to potential additional recreational use of the common, and contributions towards appropriate mitigation measures will be required, which should include on-site provision of open space which acts as
informal recreation, meeting additional recreation pressures such as dog walking. Development proposals must ensure that any
mitigation or enhancement as a result of development reflects the local habitats and species, as outlined in the Biodiversity Opportunity Area (BOA) guidelines for the BOA of Mid Kent Greensand and Gault. Liaison with the Council and Kent Wildlife Trust will
be necessary to ensure that appropriate measures are defined and delivered as part of the wider programme for the management
of the SSSI.
Policy S34 - Hothfield - Land East of Coach Drive Land to the east of Coach Drive, Hothfield is proposed for residential development for an indicative capacity of 40 units.
Development proposals for this site shall:
a) be designed and laid out with particular attention given to the topography of the site and dwellings should be orientated to
limit the impact of the development on the landscape to the north and east of the site;
b) Provide vehicular access from the junction of Station Road and Coach Drive as shown on the policies map;
c) Provide a new pedestrian and cycle route from the development to Coach Drive;
d) With the exception of meeting clauses b and c above, retain the existing trees along the boundary to Coach Drive that are
subject to a Tree Preservation Order;
e) Provide a financial contribution towards the provision, management and maintenance of existing community facilities, open
space and play equipment in the village;
f) Ensure that any direct or indirect impacts on the Hothfield Common SSSI is suitably mitigated, including provision of on-site
recreation space. Mitigation measures must reflect BOA guidelines and be addressed in consultation with Kent Wildlife Trust.

Policy S48 - Land to the rear of the Holiday Inn, Hothfield (A20)
Heavier shading represents development area within site area – arrow shows entry / egress point

4.442 The site is part of the wider conglomeration of development in the Tutt Hill, Hothfield area that is divided by the
A20. There are two hotels and a pub/ restaurant, a petrol filling station and small businesses in this vicinity which serve the
local population. The site is approximately 1.5 miles distance
from the village of Charing which has a range of local facilities
and is one the most sustainable larger rural settlements in the
Borough.
4.443 The site is located on land that lies to the rear of the
Holiday Inn hotel at Hothfield. It is bounded by the A20 and

the Holiday Inn hotel to the east and the M20 to the north.
There is an unused area of land on the frontage to the A20
and the remainder of the site is in use as a landscape gardening/plant nursery with related commercial buildings. The site
currently has a frontage onto a lay-by off the A20 that provides an existing access to the current commercial use that
occupies part of the site as well as linking directly to Ram
Lane.
4.444 The whole site divides into three distinct sections that
are developable that form part of the wider area of open land

that lies to the rear of the Holiday Inn. The land adjoining the
immediate frontage to the A20 lies in a dip and is lower lying
that the wider area to the west and is considered to be suitable for development incorporating the access onto the A20.
The area of land that adjoins existing development and Ram
Lane is relatively well hidden from existing development and
adjoins a central woodland area and is also considered to be
suitable for development. The area immediately to the rear of
the Holiday Inn hotel is part of the much wider area of open
land to the west that rises up to adjoin the M20 motorway
along its northern edge. The part of this site that lies to the
rear of the Holiday Inn is considered to be suitable for development with the area to the west kept free from development
to include significant landscape screening.
4.445 The site is 12 hectares in area and is suitable for 150
dwellings. Development of the site should be limited in terms
of its western extent and impact on the more sensitive landscape and wider views from the west. The central woodland
area should be retained and enhanced and improved where
possible. Due to the close proximity of the site to the M20,
the noise impact must be taken into consideration in design
and layout with suitable landscaped buffers and acoustic protection.
4.446 The existing access arrangement into the site is unusual as the current access to the market garden/nursery business is from a lay-by off the A20. The lay by also gives direct
access to Ram Lane which is a rural lane that runs along the
southern edge of the site. The development of this site is the
opportunity to resolve the access arrangements and it is proposed that access to the site will be directly from the A20.
4.447 The site includes the buildings of the current commercial operation of the landscape gardening/plant nursery and as
part of the redevelopment of this area these will need to be
relocated on a suitable alternative site.
4.448 The development should provide effective pedestrian
and cycle routes within the development that link in to the
wider network of routes adjoining the site and due to the location of the site, there is no nearby provision of public open
space or recreation, and therefore the site should provide an
area of designated space within the proposal.
4.449 Hothfield Common SSSI is situated within close proximity to this site and is already under considerable pressure
from recreational use. Any development proposals in this location need to give careful consideration to potential additional
recreational use of the common, and contributions towards
appropriate mitigation measures will be required. These
should include on-site provision of informal open space which
meets additional recreation pressures such as dog walking.

Development proposals must ensure that any mitigation or
enhancement as a result of development reflects the local habitats and species, as outlined in the Biodiversity Opportunity
Area (BOA) guidelines for the BOA of Mid Kent Greensand
and Gault. Liaison with the Council and Kent Wildlife Trust
will be necessary to ensure that appropriate measures are
defined and delivered as part of the wider programme for the
management of the SSSI.
4.450 Southern Water’s assessment has revealed that additional sewerage infrastructure would be required to serve the
proposed development. The development will therefore be
required to make a connection to the nearest point of adequate capacity in the sewerage network. Early liaison should
take place with the service provider in this regard.
Policy S48 – Land rear of Holiday Inn, A20 The site to
the rear of the Holiday Inn at Hothfield is proposed for
residential development with an indicative capacity of
150 dwellings. Development proposals for the site
shall:
a) Be designed and laid out to take account of the surrounding uses in particular the existing hotel and the M20 motorway;
b) Provide a primary vehicular access directly from the A20
Ashford Road, to eliminate the current lay by access arrangement whilst maintaining access to Ram Lane and the other
commercial uses; c) Provide significant landscaping screening
on the north western edge of the site to limit the impact on
the wider landscape and acoustic protection around the site
boundaries;
d) Retain the central tree belt;
e) Provide new pedestrian and cycle routes throughout the
development with linkages into the wider network where possible;
f) Provide on site public open space and contributions to
community facilities in accordance with guidance contained
within Policy and SPD;
g) Ensure that any indirect impact on the Hothfield Common
SSSI is suitably mitigated, including provision of on-site recreation space. Mitigation measures must reflect BOA guidelines
and be addressed in consultation with Kent Wildlife Trust;
h) Provide a connection to the nearest point of adequate
capacity in the sewerage network, in collaboration with the
service provider;
i) Re-locate the current commercial buildings on the site to a
suitable alternative location;
j) Provide future access to the existing sewerage infrastructure for maintenance and upsizing purposes

As you may recall from the December 2017 edition of Hothfield News, it does seem as though we are likely to see a full planning
application emerge in the near future in respect of the Coach Drive site and at the request of the landowner’ agents, we originally
arranged for a Drop-In exhibition for residents at the village hall from 2pm to 5pm on Saturday 6 January 2018, to let you see the
outline proposals for this development and to comment. Unfortunately, the landowner’s agents have since advised that they are
now unable to attend on 6 January after all, so instead, we have had to rearrange the drop-in exhibition at the village hall for Saturday 20 January 2018 from 2pm to 5pm.
For those of you who plan on attending the drop-in exhibition on 20 January (and I urge as many of you as possible to do so),
you might wish to bring with you this copy of Hothfield News, so you can compare and contrast what the ABC Local Plan is suggesting for the Coach Drive site and what the landowner’s agents are proposing. Two areas you may wish to consider are the
number of housing units being proposed (ABC’s 40 compared with the agents’ 60) and the single point of entry/egress into and out
of the development. In the latter case, ABC is suggesting a point which appears to be in close proximity to where the bus stop is
currently at the junctions of Station Road and Coach Drive (including traffic calming measures) whereas the landowner’s agents
seem to be suggesting a point approximately 75 yards further up Station Road, but not as far as the metal gate.
You will be able to express your views on these and other issues on the day.
Once again, I hope many of you will attend the drop-in exhibition on 20 January, as it is vital that our community engages with
the landowner’s agents over their proposals for the Coach Drive site, and it is better to do this prior to any formal planning application being made, rather than afterwards. I look forward to seeing you there.
David Parker, Chairman, Hothfield Parish Council
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THE YELLOW
FISHERMAN
Open Mon-Sat 11am to
11pm
Sundays 1pm to 11pm
Open Bank Holidays except Christmas Day &
Boxing Day

Menus available
from the Post Office
Telephone orders welcome.
01233 712309

07399 227039

HGB Services
For Design, Printing and Copying
Just Ring 01233 421149
Or email
hedleygb@tiscali.co.uk

Have your invitations, greetings cards,
programmes etc. printed at cost price by the
printer of Hothfield News.

Computer
poorly?

Call
01233
421149.

