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HOTHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

www.hothfield.org.uk

Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 14"

November 2025 at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall
Present: Penny Sutcliffe; Georgie Fletcher; Martyn Pollock,
In attendance: Clerk Mrs Marie Norris

The Vice Chairman opened meeting at 7.00 pm

25/11/1 Apologies for Absence
Clir C Bell (Ashford Borough Councillor) Clirs lan Lloyd, Graham Cox, Simon Jepheart, Gary Bowker

Approval of Absence
Councillors approved absences.

Declarations of Interest

The Chairman called for Declarations of Interest:-

a) No declarations of changes to the Register of Interests.
b) No Requests for Dispensation.

c) No Declarations of Lobbying

25/11/2 Public Interval

Three members of the public were in attendance and raised the following subject matters for the PC.
Progress of investigation on possible sites for a defibrillator. Dogs fouling in the area and the bikeability
course.

The council confirmed that discussions were underway with the support of the Post Office about the
possibility of a defibrillator installation outside the Post Office.

Concerning the large amount of dogs’ mess in the area, the PC can only ask residents to clean up after
their animals. This will be highlighted in the newsletter. The PC will ask the village hall committee to
remind those who use the hall for dog training that they need to clean up after their animals also.

Bikeability — There was minimal take up from residents interested in their children attending a course.
Therefore, the parish council have decided not to proceed with running a course at this point in time.
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25/11/3 Acceptance of Previous Minutes & Matters for Report
The minutes of the Annual Parish Council September Meeting were agreed and accepted as a true record and
were signed by the chairman.

Matters for Report
The clerk advised the following:

Muga Weeding — A quote has been received for £120 the PC were in favour of proceeding with the work
Memorial Plague — Wording has been issued to all for their comments.

Coronation Orchard. The clerk has once again emailed Aspire concerning the relocation of the trees around
the play area.

Goldwyn School — The clerk has contacted the headteacher to enquire about Christmas activities.

25/11/4 Borough Councillors’ Report

Clir Bell was unable to attend the meeting due to work commitments but requested that any matters
requiring her attention be forwarded to her.

25/11/5 Bank Reconciliation

Balance Per Cash Book Balance at Bank 13/11/2025

Opening Balance £55,869.21 PC Reserve Acc 65,598.82

Add Receipts Precept £7.750.00 PC Reserve Acc (70) | 1074.84

Interest NatWest £ 0.93

Interest NatWest Reserve Acc £57.27 PC Current Account 100.00
PC Youth Acc 1369.86
Less Earmarked 37,565.94
Funds

b) Receipts Received

Natwest Interest - Business Reserve Account £0.93
Natwest Interest - Business Reserve Account (2) £57.27

c) Accounts for Authorisation for November

Payee Description £ Chq No
K Marden Salary 401.61

M Norris Salary 643.39

Play inspection | Insurance 113.94

Publicstar Newsletter Printing 196.76

HMRC Sep/Oct 97.52

HMRC Oct/Nov 114.58

British Bins Grit Bin 261.60

EDF Electricity 55.42 D/D
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Resolution Councilors agreed to pay the above,

d) Councillors noted the clerks increase in accordance with the NALC pay award for 25/26 and the
backdated payment of £101.94 for a 6 month period.

Earmarked Reserves

Opening Balance 01/04/25 - Total £37,565.94

Balance + /- October Balance
MUGA Maintenance 9,057.83 0 9,057.83
Village Projects 2,021.05 0 2,021.05
Solar Funding 25,117.20 0 25,117.20
Youth Project 1,369.86 0 1,369.86

25/11/6 Planning

a) There were no items of planning brought to the attention of the parish council.

25/11/7 Community Projects

All community project proposals have been previously advertised in the parish newsletter to gauge interest.
e Bikeability Course
e Video Doorbell Scheme
e Defibrillator (potential siting on a residential property)

It was decided as there was minimal interest in HPC providing a bikeability safety course for residents, the PC
would not proceed with this further at this point in time.

The video doorbell scheme had received a number of expressions of interest from residents. The parish
council will now look at moving this forward. The clerk will update at the next meeting.

Clir Pollock advised that he has spoken with the owners of the Post Office about the possibility of siting a
defibrillator outside the shop. The owners were in agreement, although a formal agreement will need to be
put together. The clerk will look at options available to move this forward.

25/11/8 Correspondence brought to the attention of the PC for discussion.

The notice of a casual vacancy has been brought to the attention of the Returning Officer at ABC and the
vacancy notice advertised on the notice board.

he
The PC have been approached by the village hall committee to request a donation (via the solar fund) for
recent work at the hall where the bushes around the hall site were cut back. The PC agreed a donation of
£500.00.

A request from St Margarets Church for financial assistance towards the grass cutting had been received. The

foot 3



PC agreed that the request should be made to the solar fund. The clerk will write to the treasurer to advise
how to proceed with the request.

25/11/9 Muga
e Clir Fletcher advised she was in the process of obtaining quotes for the muga lighting.
e The Annual Play Inspection had taken place and a copy of the report had been received and sent to all
Councillors prior to the meeting.

25/11/10 Village Hall

Following the last Village Hall Committee meeting attended by Clir Sutcliffe, it was reported that bookings
for the hall were looking good.

The outcome of the recent inspection by ABC Surveyors, who were asked to assess the hall floor, is still
awaited.

Regarding the draft lease agreement, the Clerk has approached Kingsflower Solicitors and is awaiting a
quotation.

The Clerk will also make a copy of the current lease available to Rod Williams, who has kindly agreed to
review it.

25/11/11 External Meetings

Local Plan

No matters were raised under this agenda item. Clir Lloyd was not in attendance so was unable to advice if
a meeting with Westwell Parish Council had been arranged at this point.

KALC
Minutes of KALC meetings are distributed electronically via the clerk upon receipt from KALC

25/11/12 Christmas Event

The clerk confirmed that she had emailed the head of Goldwyn School regarding a joint Christmas event or
alternatively use of the Bluebells area. A reply had not yet been received the clerk agreed to follow up on
this.

25/11/13 Matters for Information.

It was suggested that, as the Post Office and shop now have new owners, the village newsletter should
show its support for this new business by including an article. Cllr Pollard agreed to mention this to the
editor.

25/11/14 Date of the next meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for 11t December 2025. It was agreed that members of the PC would meet

at 6.30pm to discuss the budget. There being no other business the Chairman thank all for attending and
brought the meeting to a close.

Signature Date

foot 4



