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Minute Ref HPC2/23
HOTHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 
on the 8th February 2023 at 7.00pm in Bluebells Centre Hothfield

1.Note of Persons Present: Cllr Lloyd, (Chairman) Cllr Merrion (Vice Chairman), Cllr Pollock, Cllr Sutcliffe, Cllr Brock, ABC Cllr Bell
Mrs M Norris, Clerk to the Council. 
Three members of the public were in attendance.  
2.Apologies for absence                                                                                                             
Apologies were received from Cllr Cox. 
3. Declarations of Cllrs Interest in items on the Agenda:
Cllr Sutcliffe declared an interest in planning application PA/2022/3091.                                                                      Cllr Brock declared an interest in planning application PA/2022/3094.
This was noted by the Chairman and the Clerk and the Register of Interest was recorded.   
  4. Public discussion and Parishioners questions.  
Three members of the public were in attendance to discuss planning application PA/2022/3091 Land at Oaklands Farm.  

5. Acceptance of Last Meeting & Matters arising. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed. The chairman signed the minutes as a true record. 

Proposed: Cllr Merrion  			Seconded: Cllr Sutcliffe  

6. Matters Arising:  
There were no matters arising.  
										 
7. Planning & Enforcement

PA/2022/ 3091	Land at Oaklands Farm, Pluckley Road, Hothfield. 

A representative from Judge Architects had attended the meeting to present to the PC the application above that has been submitted for Planning approval .  Members discussed the application and the decided the following:-
Decision – Object to the application in its current form however the PC accepted that a separate dwelling is required. The PC was concerned that the application to convert existing agricultural land to domestic use so far from the existing property would lend itself to separation of the land from the farm and to further development in the future. Accordingly, the options that were put forward by the architect were closely looked at and the PC felt that 
· Option 2 could be supported by the parish council as this was felt to provide a better siting for the house or, if that was not possible, then a variation on option 2 that sited the house immediately adjacent to its proposed placement in option 2.  
· An Occupancy Condition and/or Agricultural Tie, to prevent the property from being sold on separately from the farm  
· And finally, the HPC would not wish to see additional residential developments built on the site so would request and no-build clause to protect the land from future development. 



PA/2022/3094 Thanet Cottage Bethersden Road, Hothfield

Members of the Parish Council had completed a site visit of the premises prior to this evenings’ discussion. Members were content with the proposed application and voted in support of the application with 1 member abstaining. 

Decision – Support Application. 

8. Borough Councillors Report  

Cllr Bell reported that ABC were currently holding a planning application clearance week. This measure would allow planning officers to concentrate on applications and alleviate any back log. This measure had proved successful previously and it was hoped that this week would work just as well.  

It was reported that the Household Waste contract, currently run by Biffa, had been competed and won by Suez, who will take over the contract in March 2024. The change in operator is expected to have very little impact to residents’ service although a new fleet of environmentally friendly vehicles will be introduced and seen. These vehicles have the separate recycling bin on the side of the vehicle so those viewing will see a separation of food waste and household rubbish and recycling at pick up.  

The Department for Levelling Up Households  & Communities has launched a consultation on a revised NPPF, (planning policy framework) that started on the 22nd December and ends on the 2nd Mach it includes some suggestions on how to strengthen the neighbourhood plan, Hothfield do not have a neighbourhood plan but aside from this the consultation document is worthy of reading as it does provide updates including changes to the planning rules.  Cllr Bell will send a link to the consultation document for information.  

Advertising the need for identification when voting in the May elections has begun. Posters and adverts have been produced and PC have been asked to display in noticeboards and websites.  

The KCC consultation on buildings and Community Assets has begun. Bluebells Childrens Centre is one of the buildings that has been identified for possible closure although no decisions have been made. Unfortunately, the consultation document has the Bluebells centre shown as Ashford and not Hothfield therefore a first glance readers of the document may not realise that the Childrens’ Centre in question is the Hothfield Centre. Cllr Bell is attending a briefing this week with the officers involved and will report back further details at the next meeting however during discussion, it was brought to the attention of Cllr Bell that the old part of the school building was subject to a covenant from Lord Hothfield and previous attempts to look at the possibility of selling or using the building for anything other than educational or children related have been stopped. Cllr Bell agreed to bring it to the attention of those at the briefing.  The closing date of the consultation is 26 March and the PC will highlight the consultation on their website for residents to comment. It was agreed that any comment by the Parish Council would not be put forward at this stage until we had further opportunity to hear from Cllr Bell after her attendance at the meeting with KCC.  

KCC Home to School and Post 16 Transport Policy Consultation. 
A consultation on the transport for children in the borough had been issued to the clerk. The PC were unable to comment on the consultation directly but would highlight the consultation on their website and provide the link to enable residents to submit their comments directly. Whilst on the subject matter of transportation, the clerk advised that the stagecoach website had confirmed that bus service 123 had ceased. This would impact school children travelling from Hothfield to schools in Ashford. A new service 10E would be introduced by Stagecoach on Monday the 20th March. The week with no bus service would be half term. 

										Action: Clerk 



The clerk raised the issue about the new style multi use bin sighted in front of the Muga that had been installed yet nobody had been given a key to access it including the rubbish collecting crew! The clerk had raised this with ABC as an enquiry on the website but was yet to hear back. Cllr Bell agreed to investigate further on our behalf.  
									Action: Clerk/ ABC Cllr Bell 

The chairman asked Cllr Bell about grant funds being available for the Coronation celebration,  possibly via the members grant, however, due to the election and the new budget not yet being allocated, Cllr Bell was unable to assist at this time. 


9. Financial Reports 
Bank Reconciliation as of 13 January 2023
	Business Reserve Account 
	£61 659.88

	Current Account 
	£100.00

	Reserve Account 
	£1036.90

	Total 
	£62,796.78



 The following accounts were approved for payment

	Cheque Number 
	Payee 
	
	Amount 

	01731
	M Norris 
	Salary 
	£357.97

	01730
	K Marden  
	Salary 
	304.59

	01732
	Publicstar 
	Ink Cartridges 
	575.46

	01733
	Publicstar 
	Misc 
	55.00

	01736
	HMRC 
	Tax 
	152.40

	01737
	Hospice 
	Chair Expenses
	50.00

	
	SLCC
	Clerk membership
	101.00

	
	S Flynn
	Litter Pickers 
	3.75

	
	
	
	



A monthly payment via direct debit of £24.00 to EDF was noted. 

10. Solar Proposals  

10.1 Speed Restrictions
KCC highways have suggested that we revisit our Highways Improvement Plan (HIP) to ensure that it is up to date and includes any new areas of concerns that we may have. Previously KCC had suggested some dates for a teams’ meeting but members of HPC were unable to make the dates. The PC also feel that the KCC officer may benefit from a site visit of Hothfield.  Cllr Cox had recently been in contact with the KCC officer and  it was suggested that, before contacting KCC  to  arrange another meeting, the PC speak with Cllr Cox who unfortunately was not present at this evenings meeting. 

10.2 Speed Survey 
Payment for the survey had been made to ABC and HPC were waiting for the survey to commence.  



10.3 CCTV
The clerk had nothing to report on this matter in respect of our village although did comment that CCTV was being installed in Charing as read in their newsletter albeit that due to changes in government legislation the price had increased significantly from the original quotation. 

10.4 Village Greenery
The parish council had agreed to the quotation at the last meeting and plans were in place with a gardener to start the clearance at the beginning of March. 

10.5 Path to Connect East & West Hothfield 
The clerk had contacted the Kent wildlife trust to request a copy of a map showing the pathway in place that could then be re produced for the newsletter. 

11  Annual Parish Meeting 
The village meeting will take place on the 13th May at 10.30 am at the Village Hall. The event will be advertised in the newsletter and it was hoped that, by being held on a Saturday morning, many local residents would be able to attend. The Annual Parish Meeting is an opportunity for residents to raise and discuss any matters that they wish in an informal setting. The chairman suggested that the clerk invite speakers to the meeting and it was hoped that the Borough and County Councillor and the PCSO could attend.
  Action Clerk  


12 Coronation Celebrations 
Following on from the success of the platinum jubilee celebration in Hothfield, where the PC and the village hall committee combined successfully hosted an afternoon tea party for local residents, it was agreed that the PC aim to run a similar event. The coronation of King Charles II will take place in May and HPC propose to host an afternoon tea on Monday 8th May (a bank holiday) from 1.00pm til 3.00pm.  Tickets to the event can be purchased for £2.00 per person and further details will be published in the coming weeks around the village and via the Hothfield Newsletter.  The PC agreed to ask Flossy’s bakes to quote for the afternoon tea on a cost per head basis. Following feedback from the platinum jubilee, the PC agreed that a cut-off date for the tickets also be publicised and that the bouncy castle should be sited outside of the hall.  						
Action Clerk/Chairman/ Cllr Sutcliffe 

13 General Council Business 
 
13.1  Correspondence: The clerk reminded all Councillors that a joint meeting with Westwell PC and KCC highways to discuss the relocation of the bus stop on the A20 is scheduled for 21ST February. All councillors have been invited to attend and the clerk has sent the teams’ invite to all. 
 
13.2  Village Hall: The chairman had attended the village hall meeting and confirmed that a new bookings clerk was now in post. The PC suggested that, in addition to the programme of events that is currently included in the newsletter, details of how to book the hall and who to contact should also be included. The chairman also reported that following sighting of the accounts, the Village Hall finances are in a reasonable position due to an increase in bookings. 
Cllr Merrion confirmed that she had spoken with the contractor about the double doors and he had now sourced the item he needed for the repair and should be coming out to repair these the week beginning the 20th February.  
13.3 Reports from PCSO / KCC Warden The clerk reported that PCSO Joshua Hammond is the new PCSO for Hothfield Village. The PC suggested that we invite him along to the parish council meeting and to the Annual Parish Meeting (13 May).     		Action Clerk 
13.4 Muga: Although there was nothing to report specifically about the Muga, the Clerk suggested that, following the sad news of the death of serving Councillor and Hothfield resident Malcolm Cook, a memorial plaque be purchased and placed on the MUGA in tribute. Malcolm had been a member of Hothfield Parish Council for many years and would be missed by all his colleagues and residents in the village. The MUGA was a particularly good place for the plaque as Malcolm had spent many a spring day painting, weeding and generally tidying the area so it could be a space for all to use. The PC agreed and the clerk will look to purchase this in time for it to be displayed on the newly painted Muga. 
											Action Clerk 
13.5 Hothfield Newsletter: The Chairman confirmed that Hedley had resigned from his role as editor of the newsletter and that Ian himself was currently acting editor. Any items for inclusion should be sent to him via his Hothfield email account. Previously the PC had advertised for a volunteer editor in the newsletter but with no success however, it was agreed that we would re advertise the role and possibly contact local schools or university’s  to see if any 6th form students would like to take on the role as a project. 

14. Forum for Exchange of Information between councillors: 
Cllr Pollock explained that he had been in discussion with Ian Rickards from Kent Wildlife Trust to consider the options available to him at the vineyards in terms of conservation for the 5 acres of land in front of the meadow that previously had only been useable for grazing sheep. KWT have put together a plan whereby some of the land could be used as wetland and the remaining part used for grazing cattle. Cllr Pollock hoped that the project would commence shortly with a quick start and finish time and agreed to update the PC on progress at the next meeting. 

Cllr Simon Brock raised a concern that a number of the parish council standing orders currently on the website maybe out of date as they were dated 2013. The clerk explained that many of documents were adopted by Hothfield Parish Council from the original source which was NALC. This meant that the adopted documents would only updated when NALC re issued the originals. However, she suggested that the Cllr provide a list and she would investigate further. 
										
15. Items for The Next Agenda
· Coronation Celebrations  
		
There being no other business the Chairman thanked all attendees and called the meeting to close at 21:00 hours 
13. Date of the Next Meeting 
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 15th March 2023. This is the 3rd Wednesday in the month a change from the normal 2nd Wednesday due to members attendance commitments.  Cllr Sutcliffe passed on her apologies for next months’ meeting from which she would be absent. 
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