HOTHFIELD
Ian Lloyd writes:
This is my first article as
the new Chairman of Hothfield Parish Council, following the Annual Parish Meeting in May where I was elected by my fellow Parish
Councillors. I am delighted
to have the opportunity to
be of service to all Hothfield
residents and will continue
to my best ability to carry on
the excellent work of the
Parish Council. Indeed I have
big shoes to fill following
David Parkers retirement as
Chairman and Richard Libbeter as Deputy Chairman.
David dedicated an enormous amount of effort, hard
work and skill to the role of
Chairman, with Richards
support, along with all the
Parish Councillors, effort
behind the scenes which can

go unremarked. We certainly are fortunate as a village
to have enjoyed such work
on all our behalf’s and continue to do so.
A date for everyone’s diary! The next Hothfield Fun
Day will be Sunday 30th June
2019.
I would like to make an
appeal for any ideas for the
Fun Day, what activities do
you want to see? What stalls
do you suggest? Of course
we are also after volunteers
who can help with the organisation and on the day.
This is a village event for the
village by the village and following on from last year’s
success we want a bigger day
with more fun and excitement. We need your help!
In the March edition of
Hothfield News the Parish

Council outlined in detail the
option for Hothfield to complete a Neighbourhood Plan
with a Feedback Form delivered to every resident. Residents were asked four questions: 1) If they would like
the Parish Council to consider developing a Neighbourhood Plan for Hothfield 2) If
they are Opposed to the
Parish Council developing a
Neighbourhood Plan for
Hothfield 3) If they are willing to make a personal commitment to the production
of a Neighbourhood Plan and
4) The main reasons they
feel Hothfield needs a Neighbourhood Plan. The amount
of Feedback Forms returned
was disappointing with a
clear majority opposed to
the Parish Council developing a Neighbourhood Plan.

We received responses from
7 households to the initial
feedback questionnaire. Eight
residents from 5 households
were opposed to producing
a Neighbourhood Plan, although 2 said they would be
prepared to help if the majority of residents were in
favour and a plan was to be
progressed. Three residents
from 2 households were in
favour of developing a
Neighbourhood Plan, but did
not offer to help in the production, although one offered to give their views and
chat on a one to one basis.
As a result, The Parish
Council has agreed not to
proceed with the production
of a Neighbourhood Plan.
Ian Lloyd
Chairman
Hothfield Parish Council
Foxgloves: Photo Val Butcher
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Rector: Rev. Canon Sheila Cox 01233 712598 Churchwardens Hedley Grenfell-Banks 01233 421149, Malcolm Wood 01233 623090

Sunday 1 July
Trinity 5
10.30 Benefice Communion in EGERTON
To celebrate Rev. Jack Bateson’s ordination to the Priesthood
Sunday 8

Trinity 26
11.00
Matins
Morning Service from the Book of Common Prayer, with hymns
Sunday 17

Trinity 7

No service at Hothfield

Sunday 22 Trinity 8
11.00
H4
An informal service for all the family
Sunday 29 Trinity 9
Benefice Communion Service
All the Churches of the G7 Benefice get togethering Hothfield
for the fifth Sunday of the month

Pilgrims Hospice Ashford Summer Garden Party
Pilgrims Hospices is a charity which helps people facing incurable illness to live well in every moment, offering care and support for people where and when it's needed.
To do so they need to raise £11million per year from voluntary donations.
Pilgrims Hospice Ashford is holding a fabulous Summer Garden Party in the grounds of the hospice on
Saturday 4 August 2018 from 12 noon to 4pm.
There will be cream teas, a BBQ, games, crafts, tombolas and much more. You will be able to explore the
grounds of the hospice and find out more about what we do.
Stagecoach will be providing a free park and ride from Mersham Le Hatch Business Village
For more details visit https://www.pilgrimshospices.org/event/ashford-summer-garden-party/
or call 01233 504111.
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Tyler and Dylan to the rescue!
Tyler and Dylan live in Hothfield. When
they heard that the Village Hall had been
vandalised, they decided to do something
about it. So they set up a fundraising
website which said:
‘ We are children that live in Hothfield
village. Sadly, we heard about the Hothfield village hall being vandalised. Hothfield is our home and we are grateful for
all that it offers us and would like to give
something back to our community. Please
fund, to help repair, amazing community
village hall. We hope to give something
back to something that has brought us so
much happiness and belonging.’
Then they did a sponsored Xbox marathon and raised a magnificent £150 – and
there’s more still coming in.
Well done, boys! Your village thanks
you.

Hothfield summer fun day,
a date for your diary.
23rd August 1pm until 6pm.
Funfair rides, bouncy castles, burgers ,hot dogs, sweet stall,
candy floss, slushies, special guest appearance from superheroes. Free parking in the Hothfield village hall although donations are graciously accepted, all proceeds go to the upgrades and maintenance of Hothfield village hall.
Funfair pay per ride, bring the family it's a great day out for
the kids in the summer holidays

For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield
Parish Council, please either see the noticeboard outside the village shop or visit
www.hothfield.org.uk

Village Hall
Regular Activities

is edited, printed and published by Hedley Grenfell-Banks,
financed by Hothfield Parish Council and distributed free to
every house in the village by a dedicated band of volunteers.
Email hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk telephone 421149
Available on line at
http://www.hothfield.org.uk/news_letter.html
The deadline for the August 2018 issue is 20 July. Letters and
articles for publication are always welcome. Advertising is free
to businesses working in, or for, the Parish of Hothfield. Email
the Editor for information on advertising prices for outside
companies.

Mondays

Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Country Dancing 7.30 to 10.30pm
Tuesdays Children's Irish dancing 4:30pm to 6pm,
Sk8side 6:30pm to 9pm
Wednesdays Dog Training 5.30-9pm
Thursdays Squad 26 Youth Club 6.30 to 8.30pm.
Fridays
Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Saturday
Rugby Tots 9-11.45am. (outdoors in the
summer; back in the hall on 9 September.
To book the Village Hall for your Parties,
Get-togethers, etc.,
please ring Paul on 07719 227542,
or email hothfieldhall@outlook.com
Or visit www.hothfieldhall.online
Prices: Village £7.50 per hour,
Outside Village £10.00/hour
All Day Hire – Village £175.00
(£175.00 deposit required).
All Day Hire – Outside Village
(£250.00 deposit)

£250.00

Children's Birthday £35.00 first 4 hours,
then at hourly rate. (£25.00 deposit required).

JULY ON HOTHFIELD HEATHLANDS
The words Hothfield and heathland both derive from the
Old English word “hath” meaning heather. This heather is a
key component for wildlife across the Hothfield nature reserve, and we have been carrying out surveys to measure its
health.
Last year’s survey carried out over 8 weeks, not only
showed the location of the heather, but assessed the location
of the heather in all phases of growth stages from (seedlings
nested in the grass) through developing to mature and dead
are located. The thousands of tiny heather flowers on the
heath all shed seed and walkers on the open sections may see
young plants with fresh green foliage nestled low in the grass.
Keeping those areas clear of bracken and birch will enable
mature colonies of heather to develop. The presence of
heather at all stages of development add to the richness of the
habitat, serving myriads of birds animals and insects at different
stages.
The sawflies, wasps, bees, and ants, collectively known as
hymenoptera were reported on for the survey by Grant Hazlehurst: “I found the wasp Crabro peltarius (it doesn’t have a
common name) ‐ this was the first Kent record for many
years, It is a heathland specialist. I haven't seen it here before

Pantaloon Bee (Photo: Lucy Carden)

and I suspect it is a recent arrival on the
site. I also found Dysmachus trigonus, the
fan-bristled robber fly more commonly
found on sand dunes ‐ a good indication of
a quality sandy habitat. The site continues
to hold a high diversity of wasps, including
Red Data Book species Crossocerus exiguous (one of the square-headed wasps) and
Cerceris quinquefasciata, (another wasp)
reflecting the open sand and dead wood in
sunlight.”
Grant found two common species of ant
including Lasius niger which is the host of the caterpillar of the
(long disappeared) silver studded blue, so good news for any
introduction attempt.
Now is a good time to look for disturbed sand around holes
where the female pantaloon bee (or hairy-legged mining bee)
using her hairy back legs to clear sand out of her burrow in
the sandy open ground, or as described by Matt Parrott at
Minsmere, “a tiny black and yellow shape moving like an outof-control Scalextric car”.
Margery Thomas
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SQUAD 26

Thursdays 6.30 to 8.30pm
In the Village Hall

June Draw
1st prize £23.50 no. 181
2nd prize £14.10 no. 184
3rd prize £9.40 no. 23

POST
OFFICE

COST TO ENTER only £1 per draw,
£12 per year or £6 for six months. Collect a
form from

HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE
Or telephone Peter on 01233 623568

What is the Big
Conversation?
We at Kent County Council want to find
out if there is a better, more sustainable way
of providing transport to rural communities
not currently served by commercial operators. We want to explore this in conversation with a number of stakeholders.
We are working with transport and technology providers, District/Parish/Town
Councils, stakeholder organisations and communities across Kent to identify potential
ideas to develop new ways of delivering rural
transport.
This is an exciting opportunity for all stakeholders to provide feedback on the ideas
presented as we develop potential alternative
delivery models for rural transport. It is important that we encourage participation
within the county to understand the needs of
our residents.
Once we have explored potential ideas
with the market and completed engagement
with residents, future delivery models will be
further developed.

The Programme
As part of this programme we will be holding Public Meetings throughout the county to
explain the potential ideas and encourage
feedback from residents.

Consultation
Orchids (Val Butcher)

The consultation was launched today and
will be open for 8 weeks concluding on 8th
August 2018. This is an opportunity for all
residents and other stakeholders to have
their say on the Big Conversation. We want
to hear about:
the use of public transport and the journeys taken
the priorities for a sustainable rural
transport service
the thoughts on the 3 initial ideas we have
developed
any additional information that we need to
consider when shaping the services for the
future.
Full details of the consultation and how to
complete the questionnaire (online or hard
copy) can be found at
www.kent.gov.uk/bigconversation.
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Doggy Day for Guide Dogs
Your generous donations have
continued to roll in after the sponsored
doggy walk in May at the historic
Godmersham Park.
Thanks to you, the hairy duo Basil and
Scruff have now raised an amazing £366
(including Gift Aid) in aid of Guide Dogs.
The overall amount raised by the event is
around £6,500.
Any late donations are still being
accepted through the Just Giving website

at
https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/basilswalkies
or alternatively we would be happy
to forward any cash donations to
Guide Dogs for the Blind.
Thank you again for your
generosity and for your kind
messages of support.
Chris & Sheila

Terry Lister
Group Scout Leader;
1st Charing Scout Group
gsl_charingscoutgroup@hotmail.co.uk

Even though we have a long way
to go we managed to hold our
AGM in our new headquarters.
The electric hardware is being
fitted so the inside is getting very
close to looking finished. The disabled access pathways have
been a real challenge but we are
getting there.
gsl_charingscoutgroup@hotmail.co.uk

0774 8818660
01233 712981

Eye Drops off Shelf
War Dims Hope for Peace
Stolen Painting Found by Tree
New Vaccine May Contain Rabies
Lung Cancer in Women Mushrooms
Miners Refuse to Work after Death
Two Soviet Ships Collide, One Dies
Enraged Cow Injures Farmer with Axe
Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot Doctors
Bank Drive-in Window Blocked by Board
Drunk Gets Nine Months in Violin Case
Local Grammar School Dropouts Cut in Half
Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant
Include your Children When Baking Cookies
Old School Pillars are Replaced by Alumni
Government Wins on Budget, But More Lies Ahead
Plane Too Close to Ground, Crash Probe Told
Man Struck by Lightning Faces Battery Charge
Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead
Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert Says
Killer Sentenced to Die for Second Time in 10 Years
If Strike isn’t Settled Quickly, It May Last a While
Safety Experts Say School Bus Passengers Should Be Belted

