HOTHFIELD

NEWS

Hothfield is a great place, and most of us are
proud of our village and wouldn’t want to live
anywhere else. But occasionally there are
outbursts of mindless vandalism which leave a
sour taste in the mouth. In December the lights
on the MUGA were smashed, leaving glass all
over the surface and potentially endangering our
children. Also in December, and again in May,
cars were scratched and damaged on Coach
Drive. And last month the Village Hall was the
latest victim of the local idiots.
Paul Fothergill, Chairman of the Village Hall
Committee, writes:
It’s very rare that I can
think of anything negative to
say about life in our quiet
little village, in fact I usually
can be heard praising our
little hidden gem.
But sadly, last month, we at
the village hall had a rather
disappointing discovery.
It appears someone has
deliberately caused damage
to our lovely community
building, it seems that these
unknown people have been
using the hall as target practice for their air rifle or catapult and have broken three
windows and caused minor
damage to the sign and the
notice board by the main
gates.
Sadly this isn’t the first
instance of damages caused
at the hall. A little time ago a
hot food storage cupboard
was put outside while a decision was being made wheth-

er to repair it or not. It was
found the following morning
on its back with its glass
doors smashed into literally
thousands of pieces across
the path. Obviously this finding forced the decision to
scrap the appliance and
sweep the broken glass into
the bin.
During the recent snowy
spell someone had obviously
climbed onto the roof to
play with the snow, as they
had used our bins to create a
makeshift platform to use to
get up there. Luckily on this
occasion no damage was
done and nobody was hurt,
but one wrong step could
have meant a bit of fun
turned into a trip to the hospital.
We are very disappointed
with the deliberate damage
being done to the building, as
we invest a lot of time and

money into keeping the
building in good condition
for the community to benefit
from, and if money has to be
spent on unnecessary repairs
due to vandalism it diverts
funds away from planned
community events.
The recent damage to the
windows is going to cost
hundreds of pounds to repair, which is money that
would’ve been much better
spent elsewhere.
If you know who caused
this damage, we’d urge you
to try to convince them of
the stupidity of causing this
damages just for fun or to
kill time, as we really prefer
to spend money on things
everyone can enjoy and not
on replacing windows. It’s
also worth noting that sneaking into the hall grounds
when it appears nobody is
around isn’t a good idea ei-

ther, as sometimes the gates
are locked but there are
maintenance contractors
working on the grounds
who wouldn’t be expecting
to see anyone around, which
is obviously dangerous for
both the contractor and the
person who climbed over
the gates.
So if you are the person
(or if you know the person,
pass this message on) who is
sneaking into the grounds,
please take your stroll just a
little further down to the
wonderful recreation ground
we have here in the village,
or we’d be more than welcoming and happy to see you
in the hall at one of the many
planned events that happen
at Hothfield village hall when
there’s no need to climb the
gates – they’ll be wide open
for you.!
Paul
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Sunday 3 June
Trinity1
11.00
The Eucharist
A service of Holy Communion in modern English, with hymns

Rector: Rev. Canon Sheila Cox 01233 712598 Churchwardens Hedley Grenfell-Banks 01233 421149, Malcolm Wood 01233 623090

Sunday 10

Trinity 2
11.00
Matins
Morning Service from the Book of Common Prayer, with hymns
Sunday 17

Trinity 3

No service at Hothfield

Sunday 24

Trinity 4/John Baptist 11.00

H4

GARDEN
SUNDAY
A Service of Thanksgiving
for Gardens and Gardeners
With Nick Sandford (Godinton House)
And Ylva Blyd-Mackenzie (Madrona Nursery)
And the Hothfield Team
Come and celebrate the joy of Summer with us
All Welcome
Tea, coffee, cake
Bring a plant to exchange
Organ
under repair
For the next few weeks, St.
Margaret’s organ will be silent
for a long-awaited major overhaul. Malcolm has kept it going
for a long time, but its occasional squeaks and rumbles
have come more and more
often, so it is currently in the
hands of the organ-builders.
The work will be completed in
time for a wedding in June. In
the meantime, a substitute electronic instrument will have to
suffice.
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May Draw
1st prize
£23-50 no. 171
2nd prize
£14-10 no. 22
3rd prize
£9-40 no. 190
COST TO ENTER only £1 per draw,
£12 per year or £6 for six months. Collect a form from
HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE

SQUAD 26

Is now on Thursdays!

6.30 to 8.30pm

Or telephone Peter on 01233 623568

Hothfield
Gardeners’
Competition
Saturday 30 June
Don't forget to hand in your entry form at the
Post Office by Friday 15 June.
Any queries, please contact Peter Howard on
01233 623568 or Penny Sutcliffe on 01233 634191

is edited, printed and published by Hedley Grenfell-Banks,
financed by Hothfield Parish Council and distributed free to
every house in the village by a dedicated band of volunteers.
Email hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk telephone 421149
Available on line at
http://www.hothfield.org.uk/news_letter.html
The deadline for the July 2018 issue is 20 June. Letters and
articles for publication are always welcome. Advertising is
free to businesses working in, or for, the Parish of Hothfield.
Email the Editor for information on advertising prices for
outside companies.

For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield Parish Council, please
either see the noticeboard outside the village shop or visit
www.hothfield.org.uk

Village Hall
Regular Activities
Mondays

Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Country Dancing 7.30 to 10.30pm
Tuesdays Children's Irish dancing 4:30pm to 6pm,
Sk8side 6:30pm to 9pm
Wednesdays Dog Training 5.30-9pm
Thursdays Squad 26 Youth Club 6.30 to 8.30pm.
Fridays
Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Saturday
Rugby Tots 9-11.45am. (outdoors in the
summer; back in the hall on 9 September.
To book the Village Hall for your Parties,
Get-togethers, etc.,
please ring Paul on 07719 227542,
or email hothfieldhall@outlook.com
Or visit www.hothfieldhall.online
Prices: Village £7.50 per hour,
Outside Village £10.00/hour
All Day Hire – Village £175.00
(£175.00 deposit required).
All Day Hire – Outside Village
(£250.00 deposit)

£250.00

Children's Birthday £35.00 first 4 hours,
then at hourly rate. (£25.00 deposit required).

JUNE ON HOTHFIELD HEATHLANDS
Last summer volunteers gave 1794 hours to KWT assisting
staff on monitoring and evidence work over 9 different types
of landscape in 28 of Kent Wildlife Trust’s 60+ reserves, including Hothfield Heathlands.
For Hothfield Heathlands Warden Ian Rickards, 2017 was
significant, with “the inception of a new Ecology Group within
the Ashford area. The main objective for the group was to
carry out a baseline botanical survey across Hothfield Heathlands. This consisted of determining the presence or absence
of 55 key heathland and bog species of plant and shrub in
around 200 50x50m grid squares. Local KWT staff were fortunate to have the help of a great number of enthusiastic volunteers, with 76 days of volunteer help during the 8 week monitoring season”.
Ian highlighted volunteer James Rowland “who worked harder than anyone on the Hothfield project was with us on all of
the monitoring days – he took one day off for his graduation
ceremony – and spent the next few weeks laboriously entering
the data from all the Kent surveys onto the database at Tyland
Barn HQ. The maps he has created look amazing, and will be
incredibly useful in formulating the on‐going management of
the reserve.” The heat map below shows the number (but not
quantity) of the key heathland species observed in each of the

squares, the darkest squares have the greatest number of species. The habitat condition report also provides positive signs
of heather increase.
Alongside this work, other experts were regularly monitoring insects. As part of her MSc thesis, volunteer Lucy Carden
collected data on butterflies across the grassland habitats on
Hothfield, showing a big increase in small and large skippers,
common blue and marbled white, due, Ian thinks, to the exarable fields becoming more established as permanent grassland. Small copper had a good year on the SSSI heathland areas, where the flowers of the copper’s food plant, the tiny
sheep sorrel, casts a bronze haze over the springy turf.
The report, well-illustrated with photos and heat maps for
each site, is an interesting overview of some of the very varied
KWT sites:
http://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/
kwt_ecology_and_evidence_newsletter_winter_2017_2018.pdf
We will be carrying out the survey work again this summer,
starting on the first Thursday in June. If you would like to get
involved contact Ian on 01622 662012 or at
ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk.
Margery Thomas
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Hothfield History Society
What was Hothfield’s “Church Day”? – Mystery banners found in loft
Phil and Natalie moved to West Street last autumn and
found a couple of hand-sewn cloth banners in the loft of their
garage. The banners were accompanied by newspapers from
the 1950s so the new residents wondered if the two banners
also date from that period.
The banners promote “Church Day” at Hothfield and one
banner invites the bells to ‘ring ring ring’. The cloth is mounted on poles, perhaps to be carried in a parade, with ornate
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finials on the top, or did they span gateways?
Can anyone please tell us what was the ‘Church Day’, what
happened at those events and do you remember seeing these
banners? Natalie and Phil have kindly donated these signs to
the village archive so it would be great to add some information about the history of the banners and their use … and
who made them?
Chris Rogers

Do you tend a grave
in the churchyard?
If so, the Parochial Church Council is grateful to you for
helping to keep the area beautiful.
However, we would respectfully ask you to take your rubbish away with you. The area under the yew trees is intended
to be a compost heap, not a rubbish dump. Recently, all sorts
of non-compostable rubbish has been deposited there, and it’s
becoming an eyesore. Please take your rubbish home – which
will also help to keep the area beautiful!

Hothfield Village Hall Annual Report
Well, twelve months have passed already, and it’s time for the annual report. Doesn’t time fly when you’re having fun? The same
is also said about time flying when you’re busy, and that’s exactly what we’ve been at the village hall.
You may have noticed a few changes to the hall over the last few months, and we hope you agree with us that the hall is improving all the time.
A few of the changes have been to the management committee, with the appointment of Mrs Sue Parker as a committee member, and the appointment of a new chairman, Mr Paul Fothergill.
There have been some more obvious changes happening; there’s been some redecoration work happening in the lobby and toilets, with plans to redecorate the main hall in the near future; the gates have been given a new lease of life with a fresh coat of
hard-wearing paint, a wooden flooring expert made the main hall floor look like new again. That’s just to name a few, I could go on
but it’s far easier to visit the hall and see for yourself. We’re very proud of what’s been achieved in a relatively short time.
We’ve been working closely with the community and discovered that people like to see events for the local people, so we have
duly delivered some for you, with a children’s Christmas party back in December (which was as usual fantastic and very well attended), and our first Easter family fun day not so long ago, which was also a very well attended day. Our thanks go to the volunteers on both days. We have plenty more in the planning stages, and details will be revealed in due course.
We also have a brand new website, making booking the hall and keeping up to date with the goings-on easier – feel free to have
a browse, it’s www.hothfieldhall.online, and we are now on social media.
Although we’ve been very busy, and making plenty of improvements to our wonderful building, we definitely haven’t finished yet,
and urge everyone to attend one of our events during the year to keep an eye on what we’re up to.
I’d like to be able to only say good things about the past year, as you can see there’s plenty of excellent things occurring, but we
have sadly had a few minor setbacks in our improvement work. Unfortunately on a few occasions somebody has been sneaking
into the grounds late at night and causing expensive vandalism to the building, resulting in windows needing replacement and a few
outdoor lights being repaired. Obviously this upsets us, but it also nibbles at our funds, sadly eating away at money that could have
been spent elsewhere.
But even with these setbacks, we at the hall are a cheerful optimistic bunch and are eagerly looking forward to the 12 months
ahead of us, and are very eager to see everyone at some point during the year.
Best wishes
Paul fothergill
Hothfield village hall management committee chairman
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Hothfield residents Basil
and Scruff would like to say
a big thankyou to all their
two-legged friends who
kindly sponsored them on a
two-mile doggy walk around
the beautiful, privately
owned Godmersham Park
on 20th May in aid of Guide
Dogs for the Blind.
Thanks to your generosity,
the canine pals raised an
amazing £230.
The weather was perfect,
and the Paws Around the
Park event was well
attended with over 100 well
-behaved dogs taking part in
the sponsored walk. The
Fun Dog Show also
attracted many different
shapes and sizes, with Basil
and Scruff providing some
stiff competition.

This is the fourth year that
the event has been held at
Godmersham Park, and each
year is bigger and better.
Early indications are that a
record-breaking £6,500 was
made on the day.
All
monies raised will support
the next generation of
Guide Dogs to help those
with sight loss.
Any late donations are still
being accepted through the
Just Giving website at
https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraisin g/basilswalkies
or alternatively we would be
happy to forward any cash
donations to Guide Dogs
for the Blind.
Thank you for
your kind
support.
Chris & Sheila

Terry Lister
Group Scout Leader;
1st Charing Scout Group
Over the May bank holiday weekend
the whole group camped together for the
first time. As I write this we are getting
ready and all feeling very excited.
After camp the next big event is the
2018 Colour Run on July 1st. There is
still time to register to run, walk or
wheel [wheelchairs and buggies]. It
should be great fun.
gsl_charingscoutgroup@hotmail.co.uk

A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds are singing,
and the lawn mower is broken.
Being a child at home alone in the summer is a high risk occupation. If you call your mother at work thirteen
times an hour, she can hurt you.
Ah, the Summer holidays, where you drink triple, see double and act single.
Summer: Hair gets lighter. Skin gets darker. Water gets warmer. Drinks get colder. Music gets louder. Nights
get longer. Life gets better.
I need Summer to be longer, so I have more time to do nothing.
Summer is here. I am moving all my bad habits outdoors.
Some of the best memories are made in flip-flops.
Summer is when parents realise just how underpaid teachers are.
Summer gymnastics; finfing the right position to hold your phone so the sun doesn’t blank out the screen.
At last, it’s hot enough to complain about how hot it is.
Summer heat evaporates people’s common sense about what should stay covered up.
For a couple of months I can blame the heat for my not getting things done on time.
Once again, I didn’t achieve a beach body in time. Maybe next year….
You can't buy happiness, but you can buy ice cream.
A man says a lot of things in summer he doesn’t mean in winter.
May the inherent stress and peril of unfolding a deck-chair not sabotage your plans to relax this summer.
The beach is a great place to relieve the soul-crushing stress you build up in the traffic going to the beach.
I always appreciate my husband warning me about sunburn after I’ve got horribly sunburned.
Deep summer is when laziness finds respectability.

Val Butcher

