HOTHFIELD

All Hothfield sites rejected
by Local Plan Inspectors
Ashford Borough Council
(ABC) have published online
the Examination of Ashford
Local Plan 2030 Inspectors
Post Hearings Advice with
comments directly affecting
the proposed development
sites in and around Hothfield. This document provides a brief explanation for
the Inspectors preliminary
advice subject to final conclusions. I would encourage
all villagers to familiarise
themselves with this report.
The sites of interest to
Hothfield are identified as
follows:
S34 Hothfield – Land East
of Coach Drive
S44 Westwell – Watery
Lane
S47 Land East of Hothfield
Mill
S48 Land Rear of Holiday
Inn
S49 Land North of Tutt
Hill Westwell

Good
Citizens
of
Hothfield
Tyler Edmed and Dylan
Williams presented Paul with
£193.14 cheque towards the
repairs to the hall and gratefully received a certificate of
achievement ‘Good Citizen
Award’ from Paul Fothergill,
Chairman of the Village Hall
Management Committee.

Excerpts from the Examination of Ashford Local Plan
2030 Inspectors Post Hearings Advice as follows:
36. Sites S47, S48, S49 and
S58 are poorly related to
existing settlements of any
size and have relatively poor
access to services and facilities capable of meeting everyday needs. These sites
would therefore be inconsistent with criterion a) of
Policy SP1 in terms of focussing development in accessible and sustainable locations
and with the provisions
about development in the
rural area in the fourth paragraph of Policy SP2. Tutt
Hill and the communities of
Westwell Lane and
Sandyhurst Lane are also not
listed in Policy HOU3a. Site
S58 is located between High
Halden and Bethersden and
is not close to either. These
locations would not normally
be considered suitable for

residential development
when judged against Policy
HOU5. In principle, these
sites are not consistent with
the Council’s underlying
strategy or approach toward
the sustainable distribution
of housing.
37. The sites are well related to the main road network
and thus can ensure easy
access to Ashford and other
larger villages, particularly by
car. While this might provide some economic benefits
to these settlements, there is
nothing to suggest their vitality is under threat to the
extent that relatively large
scale development in the
open countryside is justified
or necessary.
38. The limited benefits
associated with these sites
for a local employer and due
to the use of a small area of
previously developed land do
not outweigh the negatives
and none are exceptional or

unusual in nature. It was
clear from the hearings that
the main benefit of these
sites is their ability to be
delivered in a reasonable
timescale. Delivery is clearly
an important factor, but we
are satisfied that these sites
will not be needed to meet
the revised housing requirement. As such, development
in these locations would be
unsustainable and unsuitable
and the allocations should be
deleted.
39. Site S34 is visually separated from the strongly defined edge of Hothfield by a
bank of protected trees. In
addition to some concerns
over the safety of the access
shown in the plan, its formation would also result in
the inevitable loss of important trees. The need to
create adequate sightlines is
likely to exacerbate the
… continued on page 3
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Rector: Rev. Canon Sheila Cox 01233 712598 Churchwardens Hedley Grenfell-Banks 01233 421149, Malcolm Wood 01233 623090

Sunday 5 August
Trinity 10
11.00 The Eucharist
A Service of Holy Communion in modern English, with hymns
Sunday 12

Trinity 11
11.00
Matins
Morning Service from the Book of Common Prayer, with hymns
Sunday 19

Trinity 12

No service at Hothfield

Sunday 26 Trinity 8
11.00
H4
An informal service for all the family

Single Parish

At the moment, discussions are being held about
the possibility of uniting the parishes of the G7
Benefice into a single parish for administrative purposes. This, of course, only applies to the Church
parish, and will have no effect on the Civil Parish of
Hothfield or the Parish Council, or indeed anything
apart from the church. Even there, the changes will
have comparatively little effect. Our Parochial
Church Council will become a Local Church Council, but we will still have our own Parish Church
and run its business ourselves. That is, of course, if
the current discussions result in a change.

is edited, printed and published by Hedley Grenfell-Banks, financed by Hothfield Parish Council and
distributed free to every house in the village by a dedicated band of volunteers.
Email hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk telephone 421149
Available on line at http://www.hothfield.org.uk/news_letter.html
The deadline for the September 2018 issue is 20 August. Letters and articles for publication are always
welcome. Advertising is free to businesses working in, or for, the Parish of Hothfield. Email the Editor for
information on advertising prices for outside companies.

On occasion we have had requests for grants that we have not been able to meet because of time pressures, which disappoints both the Foundation and the applicant. To try to prevent this happening again,
we would ask that any requests are submitted at least 3 weeks before the next meeting date to allow
our team to process the request.
Of course, we realise that this may not always be possible and will do our best to respond, but we do
ask for your understanding if time constraints make it impossible to process the application. We will of
course consider a funding request for something that occurred between meetings and for which you
have already paid and may be able to make a contribution in retrospect.
Dates of the Foundation’s Meetings
22nd August 2018
28th November 2018
13th February 2019
22nd May 2019
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… continued from page 1
harm.
Any development
here would also appear visually isolated and disconnected from the main part of the
village.
In these circumstances, it is difficult to see
how development would
address the social cohesion
issues identified by the
Council.
Improved cycle
and pedestrian links into the
site are unlikely to achieve
this and would lead to the
potential for further harm
to trees.
40. An alternative location
for the access was suggested
which would avoid the trees
and be further from the
junctions.
However, this
would be even more remote from the edge of the
village and increase the

sense of disconnection and
isolation. Taking all matters
together, we have significant
doubts as to whether a satisfactory form of development could be achieved on
this site and the scale of
development does not justify the likely harm. The allocation should therefore be
deleted.
We await a formal statement from ABC regarding
the Inspectors comments
and will keep you posted.
Volunteers
I am delighted to confirm
we have enjoyed an excellent response to our request for volunteers and
ideas for next year’s Hothfield Fun Day on Sunday
30th June 2019, we are of

course always looking for
more volunteers and suggestions. If you can help,
please email me on
ian.lloyd@hothfield.org.uk,
any help will be much appreciated.

… and it’s not just the
planners who are feeling
deflated! Xsarah Carrott
snapped this balloon making an emergency landing
in a local field. Only minor injuries, luckily.

.Fun Day 2019
Date for your diary; Hothfield Fun Day 23rd August
from 1pm till 6pm at the
Village Hall, hope to meet
lots of villagers there for
what will clearly be an excellent entertaining day!
Hope you enjoy the summer holidays and the wonderful weather!
Ian Lloyd
Chairman
Hothfield Parish Council

For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield
Parish Council, please either see the noticeboard outside the village shop or visit
www.hothfield.org.uk

Village Hall
Regular Activities
Mondays

Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Country Dancing 7.30 to 10.30pm
Tuesdays Children's Irish dancing 4:30pm to 6pm,
West Coast Swing Dancing 8. to 10.30pm.
Wednesdays Dog Training 5.30-9pm
Thursdays Squad 26 Youth Club 6.30 to 8.30pm.
Fridays
Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Saturday
Rugby Tots 9-11.45am. (outdoors in the
summer; back in the hall on 9 September.
To book the Village Hall for your Parties,
Get-togethers, etc.,
please ring Paul on 07719 227542,
or email hothfieldhall@outlook.com
Or visit www.hothfieldhall.online
Prices: Village £10 per hour,
Outside Village £12.50/hour
All Day Hire – Village £175.00
(£175.00 deposit required).
All Day Hire – Outside Village
(£250.00 deposit)

£250.00

Children's Birthday £35.00 first 4 hours,
then at hourly rate. (£25.00 deposit required).

AUGUST ON HOTHFIELD HEATHLANDS
For the last few years one of the neighbours at Hothfield
Heathlands has been monitoring the activities of the mammals
that live on our boundary. He started using a camera trap in
2014 to get a better idea of who was living in one particularly
active area, and the story that emerged was remarkable.
For several years a family of badgers raised cubs, with occasional visits from curious foxes.
Over winter 2017/18 the population of badgers using the
sett reduced to one animal. During the snow we had in spring
of this year, a one eyed fox (we’ll call her Silver) started settling around the hole, and before too long the lone badger
decided to move out.
With the help of an attentive dog fox supplying her with rabbits, Silver had produced a litter of cubs by the beginning of
April.
The unusual thing happened soon after, when a second vixen
was allowed into the den, along with 2 of her own cubs.
The group seem to live happily together, with the two vixens
and dog fox raising 5 cubs between them. By the 27 th May, the
foxes have all moved on, but it appears that the badger may
take advantage of the vacated home.
For more information about the wildlife on your doorstep
visit the Kent Wildlife Trust website. The Hothfield Heathlands nature reserve is open to everyone. Please keep dogs in
check and clean up. Various trails are signposted and indicated
on the maps at entrances, which also give the location of the
livestock. For email alerts on the location of the livestock on
Hothfield, or to join the volunteers to help maintain the reserve or check the cattle contact the Warden on 01622
662012 or at ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk.

Fox visiting badger sett (2014)

Fox cub practising hunting technique

New vixen with one of her cubs

Silver with a cub
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Hothfield History Society
How did Ralph Emerson shoot himself?
There’s not many residents in Hothfield today who were here in 1941, but
maybe those who moved in after WWII might have been told a tale that could
help solve another mystery.
Mark Emerson contacted the History Society and said: I’m researching my
family history and have come across my second cousin twice removed, Ralph
Waldo Emerson, who died from an accidental gun wound in 1941 and was at
Hothfield Westwell Hospital (where Lakeside is now). I know the military were at
Hothfield but I can find no record of him in the army and don’t know why a Londoner would be in Hothfield messing around with a gun.”
Ralph was a wireless engineer and radio dealer. As he was born in 1914 he
was a few days short of his 27th birthday when he died. Curiously he had not
been conscripted into the army during WWII, so was his profession protected?
Records show that: "Cause of Death - Tetanus resulting from gunshot wound in left
armpit and severe haemorrhage. Injury sustained on 23rd July 1941 in a wood at
Hothfield when the gun he was carrying was discharged due to him stumbling. Inquest
held on 6th August 1941."
Ralph lived at St. John's Terrace NW8 London. Did he come to the Army
camp to repair radios, or supply the army with new ones? Was he training soldiers to fix their own radios when in the battle field? Or who did he know in
Hothfield? Mark asked if any local historians are able to shed some light on this
clumsy chap please? It looks like he was hunting in the woods and accidentally
shot himself.

Dave Beckley to retire

VILLAGE HALL
LOTTERY
July Draw
First Prize
Second Prize
Third Prize

£24
£14.40
£9.60

No.187
No.89
No.64

Cost to enter: only £1 per draw, £12 per
year or £6 for six months.
Collect a form from
HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE
Or telephone Peter on 01233 623568

HOTHFIELD
GARDENERS’
COMPETITION
The results of the competition will
be announced in the next issue of
Hothfield News,
and the prizes will be presented at
a Village Hall event later.

Dave Beckley, our Community Warden, is to retire from KCC Community
Wardens scheme on 23rd August 2018. He will not be directly replaced, as the
village will be covered by another warden on a ‘when required’ basis. We will
miss his cheerful presence in the village, and his constant willingness to help, advise and encourage.

HELP!

Dave Beckley has been delivering Hothfield News to Beech Drive for the last
few years. Now we need someone to take over his round. It takes about half an
hour, once a month. Please, please tell me you can do this by calling me on 01233
421149 or emailing hothfieldnewsletter@tiscalki.co.uk.

Kestrels: Photo © Val Butcher

Another blot on our village
This photo was taken in the bushes behind
Bluebells. I believe it has been reported to
ABC. Also, number plates have been stolen
from at least one car, and a bag, (of it’s believed asbestos waste) dumped at the top of
Bog Lane. Finally, a broken bottle neck was
found on the village green – quite crazy carelessness considering children run across
there.
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SQUAD 26

Thursdays 6.30 to 8.30pm
In the Village Hall

June Draw
1st prize £23.50 no. 181
2nd prize £14.10 no. 184
3rd prize £9.40 no. 23

POST
OFFICE

COST TO ENTER only £1 per draw,
£12 per year or £6 for six months. Collect a
form from

HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE
Or telephone Peter on 01233 623568
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Benenden Hospital appeal for volunteers

Benenden Hospital is appealing for volunteers to help meet and greet patients and visitors to the £54million redeveloped site.
The hospital currently has a small group of volunteers who provide guiding services, reception and patient queries, as
well as a range of other administrative duties within this very busy hospital environment.
But they want to recruit more people who are willing to give their time to help with a range of roles including administration, catering, portering, grounds maintenance and gardening on the estate.
Benenden Hospital Support Services Manager Emma Clements said: “We are enormously grateful and indebted to our
volunteers for the invaluable support they provide our patients and visitors.
“For many people, volunteering offers them the chance to give something back to the community, meet new people,
boost their confidence and gain work experience.
“So if you’re a friendly person who is willing to give the gift of time, however much that may be, we would love to hear
from you.”
Benenden Hospital is a state-of-the-art independent hospital and not-for-profit organisation with charitable status.
All volunteer opportunities are subject to a satisfactory Standard or Enhanced Disclosure from the Disclosure and
Barring Service, evidence of an applicant’s Right to Work in the UK and acceptable reference checks.”
If you would like to volunteer , email volunteering@benenden.org.uk or call Emma Clements on 01580 857406.

Terry Lister, Group Scout Leader, 1st Charing
Scout Group

gsl_charingscoutgroup@hotmail.co.uk

gsl_charingscoutgroup@hotmail.co.uk
We are starting to get excited about finishing the
work on our new headquarters. There is still a lot
to do, but we are working flat out to get the final
major jobs completed. We have a provisional date
for changing over the electricity supply. After that
we are committed to getting the new building finished. We are still fundraising to pay for the final
expenses. The colour run was a huge success with
over £3000 profit. We are so grateful to all those
who helped on the day and all the colourful runners.
We are delighted to say that Nigel Wills, our Cub
Scout Leader, was presented with one of Ashford’s
Civic Awards. This was in recognition of his tireless
work for cubs over the last 30 years and involvement in many village and church activities.

Now that I'm older, here's what I've discovered:
1. I started out with nothing, and I still have most of it.
2. My wild oats are mostly enjoyed with prunes and all-bran.
3. I finally got my head together, and now my body is falling apart.
4. Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded....
5. Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded.
6. If all is not lost, then where the heck is it?
7. It was a whole lot easier to get older, than to get wiser.
8. Some days, you're the top dog, some days you're the lamppost
9. I wish the buck really did stop here, I sure could use a few.
10. Kids in the back seat cause accidents.
11. Accidents in the back seat cause kids.
12. It's hard to make a comeback when you haven't been anywhere.
13. The world only beats a path to your door when you're in the bathroom.
14. If God wanted me to touch my toes, he'd have put them on my knees.
15. When I'm finally holding all the right cards, everyone wants to play chess.
16. It's not hard to meet expenses — they're everywhere.
17. The only difference between a rut and a grave is the depth.
18. These days, I spend a lot of time thinking about the hereafter . . ..I go somewhere to get something, and
then say to myself, ‘What am I here after?’
19. Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded.
20. Have I told you all this before? or did I get it from you?..

HOTHFIELD Manor
Centre
Bethersden Road, Hothfield,
Ashford, Kent tn26 1el

Saturday
1 SEPTEMBER 2018
13.00 TILL 15.00
Come join us for
some fun
ST

