
1 

 

foot 

 

 

 

 

HOTHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
www.hothfield.org.uk 

Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 14 th 
October 2025 at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall 

Present:   Cllrs Ian Lloyd; (Chairman); Penny Sutcliffe; Graham Cox; Georgie Fletcher; Martyn Pollock,  
Simon Jepheart, Gary Bowker Cllr Jeremy Eustace (Kent County Councillor)  
In attendance: Clerk Mrs Marie Norris  
 
The Chairman opened meeting at 7.00 pm 
 
25/07/1 Apologies for Absence 
Cllr C Bell (Ashford Borough Councillor) 
 
25/07/02 Approval of Absence  
Councilors approved absences due to work commitments.  
 
25/07/03 Declarations of Interest  
The Chairman called for Declarations of Interest:-  
a) No declarations of changes to the Register of Interests.  
b) No Requests for Dispensation. 
c) No Declarations of Lobbying 
 

25/07/04 Public Interval  
No Members of the public were in attendance and the no items were raised with the Parish Council.  
 

25/07/05 Acceptance of Previous Minutes                                                                                                                                            
The minutes of the Annual Parish Council September Meeting were agreed and accepted as a true record and 
were signed by the chairman.   

25/07/06 Matters for Report  
There were no matters arising from the previous minutes. 
Obstruction to pavements & footpaths – The item had been highlighted in the newsletter for residents to 
ensure that hedges and bushes do not obstruct footpaths. This item will now be removed from the agenda.  
 

http://www.hothfield.org.uk/
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Bracken- Following advice from Kent Wildlife Trust, no further action was required. This item will also be 
removed from future agendas.  
 
Aspire – The clerk had not yet received a response from Aspire and will continue to follow this up.  
 
Defibrillator – The clerk had written to ABC regarding permissions and was awaiting a response.  
 
25/07/07 Ashford  Borough Councillors’ Report 
 
Cllr Bell was unable to attend the meeting but had sent an update regarding Hoads Wood. The chairman 
will circulate to all.   
 
Kent County Councillors Report 
 
Cllr Eustace reported that the decision regarding the Unitary approach to council authorities is not 
expected until the end of November 2025. He provided an interesting insight to some of the issues that had 
been identified particularly from a financial perspective including the estimated costs of pursuing a Unitary 
agenda and noted significant concern about the level of debt at County Council level, though actions are 
being taken to address this and he highlighted a number of examples where action had been taken to 
reduce expenditure. Of particular interest, it was reported that 80% of Kent County Council’s expenditure is 
on Adult Social Care. 
The Clerk raised ongoing issues of anti-social behaviour involving electric bikes on local roads. The matter 
has been reported to Kent Police, who advised that residents should also report any incidents via 
Crimestoppers 
 

25/07/08 Finance  

 Bank Reconciliation    

   

Balance Per Cash Book   Balance at Bank 09/10/2025 
Opening Balance  £55,869.21  PC Reserve Acc 66,840.00 
Add Receipts Precept  £7.750.00  PC Reserve Acc (70) 1073.91 
Interest NatWest  £ 0.98         
Interest NatWest Reserve Acc £56.97  PC Current Account 100.00 
   PC Youth Acc 1369.86 
     
   Less Earmarked 

Funds  
37,565.94 

 
 
b) Receipts Received  
 
Natwest Interest - Business Reserve Account £0.99 
Natwest Interest - Business Reserve Account (2) £55.30 
ABC Precept - £7,750.00 
 
 
c) Accounts for Authorisation for October    
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Payee Description   £ Chq No 

K Marden  Salary  401.61 1970 

M Norris  Salary  524.46 1969 

Ico  GDPR 52.00 1967 

Publicstar Newsletter Printing  196.76 1966 

ASR  Locksmith  120.00 1965 

EDF  Electric 55.42 D/D 

  1350.45  

 
Resolution Councilors agreed to pay the above.  
 
 
 
Earmarked Reserves  

Opening Balance 01/04/25    -  Total £37,565.94   

 Balance  + /- July  Balance  
 

MUGA Maintenance 9,057.83 0 9,057.83 

Village Projects  2,021.05 0 2,021.05 

Solar Funding  25,117.20 0 25,117.20 

Youth Project  1,369.86 0 1,369.86 

 
Grit Bin  

The Clerk advised that a new grit bin (400L) would cost between £200–£300. Cllr Pollock agreed to take 
delivery and will provide his details to the Clerk. The purchase was approved. Action Cllr Pollock/Clerk  

25/07/09 Planning  
 
a)  There were no items of planning brought to the attention of the parish council.  
 
 
25/07/10 Community Projects    
All community project proposals have been advertised in the parish newsletter, including: 

• Bikeability Course 
• Video Doorbell Scheme 
• Defibrillator (potential siting on a residential property) 

Cllr Pollock will approach the Post Office owners to discuss a possible location for the defibrillator. 
Resolution: It was agreed to wait one further month before making a final decision on whether to proceed 
with the Bikeability and Video Doorbell projects. 
 
   
 
25/07/11 Correspondence brought to the attention of the PC for discussion.   

  
Wildlife Camera. Kent Police had suggested the use of a wildlife camera in Cades Road car park, however the 
area that was suggested is owned by ABC and run by Kent Wildlife therefore the PC would have no authority 
to place a camera there.   
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25/07/12 Village Hall  
Cllr Sutcliffe reported that; 

• No Village Hall Committee meeting had been held during this period; the next meeting is scheduled 
for next week. 

• An inspection of the hall flooring has been completed by Ashford Borough Council’s Estates 
Department. A sample has been taken, and further action will depend on the results. 

• The Village Hall Committee has cut the perimeter hedges and will apply for a grant from the Parish 
Council’s Solar Fund to cover part of the costs. 

• One quote has been received regarding the lease agreement; the Clerk is seeking additional quotes 
from local solicitors.         Action: Clerk 

 
 
25/07/13 Local Plan  
The chairman reported that areas around Hothfield and Westwell could be identified (Cllr Fletcher joined 
the meeting at 20:15HRS) within the local plan following the recent call for sites. Cllr Lloyd suggested that 
representatives from Hothfield PC meet regularly with Westwell Parish Council to agree a joint approach. 
Cllr Cox and Cllr Fletcher will represent Hothfield PC at any meetings arranged.  Action: Cllrs Cox & Fletcher  
 
25/09/15 Forum for Exchange of Information.  

25/07/15 – Forum for Exchange of Information 

• Christmas Preparations: 
Cllr Jepheart raised Christmas event plans. Cllr Cox reported that Goldwyn School would allow 
access to the tree. The Clerk will write to the school to explore joint community celebrations and 
promote a “Best Dressed House” competition. 
Action: Clerk 

• Grass Cutting: 
Cllr Fletcher raised concerns that parts of the common and village green had not been mowed. It 
was noted that Aspire, not KCC, handles mowing. 

• Footpath Width: 
Cllr Fletcher will report narrow pavements between Hothfield and Charing via the Kent Highways 
website. 
Action: Cllr Fletcher 

• MUGA: 
Cllr Fletcher will access the electric box to allow electricians to provide a quote for the MUGA. 
Action: Cllr Fletcher 
The Clerk will obtain a quote from Kenny for weed removal around the MUGA. 
Action: Clerk 

• Goldwyn School Lease: 
The Clerk will contact the Headteacher regarding arrangements following the lease expiry. 
Action: Clerk 

• Memorial Plaque: 
The Clerk will resend the draft wording for Cllr Cook’s memorial plaque. 
Action: Clerk 

• Lakeside Development: 
Cllr Bowker requested access to the Traffic Management Plan prepared by the developers for the 
Lakeside Village. Cllr Eustace confirmed it will be made available on the KCC Planning Portal.  
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25/09/17 Date of the next meeting  
The next meeting is scheduled for 13th November 2025. There being no other business the Chairman thank 
all for attending and brought the meeting to a close at 8:51pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature           Date  
 
 
 
 
 


