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Sunday 6

Easter 6 (Rogation Sunday)
11.00
The Eucharist
A service of Holy Communion in modern English, with hymns

Rector: Rev. Canon Sheila Cox 01233 712598 Churchwardens Hedley Grenfell-Banks 01233 421149, Malcolm Wood 01233 623090

Sunday 13

Easter 7 (Sunday after Ascension) 11.00
Matins
Morning Service from the Book of Common Prayer, with hymns
Sunday 20

Pentecost

No service at Hothfield

Sunday 27 Trinity 11.00
H4
Informal Praise service for all the family. A good introduction to Church.

The church was well filled on Saturday 21 April for a delightful concert by the Snowdown Colliery MVC.
They sang many a rousing chorus and many a good Welsh hymn. Notable, too, was a solo performance of
The Lost Chord, Sullivan’s most famous non-operatic song, certainly played by the composer, and reputedly
composed, on St. Margaret’s church organ in the days when it was still installed in Hothfield Manor.
Perhaps equally notable was the refreshment interval, when the Friends of St. Margaret’s produced their
habitually sumptuous spread of wine and nibbles. Our deepest thanks are due to this untiring band of willing workers – and truly excellent cooks.

Organ under repair
For the next few weeks, St. Margaret’s organ will be silent for a long-awaited major overhaul. Malcolm
has kept it going for a long time, but its occasional squeaks and rumbles have come more and more often,
so it is currently in the hands of the organ-builders. The work will be completed in time for a wedding in
June. In the meantime, a substitute electronic instrument will have to suffice.
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March Draw
1st £23-50 no. 122
2nd £14-10 no. 22
3rd £9-40 no. 25
COST TO ENTER only £1 per draw,
£12 per year or £6 for six months. Collect a form from
HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE

SQUAD 26
Is now on Thursdays!

6.30 to 8.30pm

Or telephone Peter on 01233 623568

CORRECTION
There was an inaccuracy in last month’s supplement
regarding the numbers of children from Hothfield
Parish attending the Bluebells Centre. A member of
staff at the centre checked the data and confirmed
that 15 different children have attended the centre
from the Parish, not just one as was stated.

For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield Parish Council, please
either see the noticeboard outside the village shop or visit
www.hothfield.org.uk

is edited, printed and published by Hedley Grenfell-Banks for
HGB Services, financed by Hothfield Parish Council and
distributed free to every house in the village
by dedicated band of volunteers.
Email hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk telephone 421149
Available on line at www.hothfield.org.uk.
The deadline for the June 2018 issue is 20 May. Letters and
articles for publication are always welcome. Advertising is
free to businesses working in, or for, the Parish of Hothfield.
Email the Editor for information on advertising prices for
outside companies.

Village Hall
Regular Activities
Mondays
Tuesdays

Country Dancing 7.30 to 10.30pm
Creation Station 9.30 to 11.30am
Irish Dancing 4.30 to 7.30pm
Wednesdays Dog Training 5.30-9pm
Thursdays Squad 26 Youth Club 6.30 to 8.30pm.
Fridays
Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Saturday
Rugby Tots 9-11.45am. (outdoors in the
summer; back in the hall on 9 September.
To book the Village Hall for your Parties,
Get-togethers, etc.,
please ring Paul on 07719 227542,
or email hothfieldhall@outlook.com
Or visit www.hothfieldhall.online
Prices: Village £7.50 per hour,
Outside Village £10.00/hour
All Day Hire – Village £175.00
(£175.00 deposit required).
All Day Hire – Outside Village
(£250.00 deposit)

£250.00

Children's Birthday £35.00 first 4 hours,

MAY ON HOTHFIELD HEATHLANDS
Birds and Bees

Comma on leaves (Val Butcher)

Spring is in the air at last, and so are the heathland birds, bees and insects. Butterflies too, we
hope, after the recent report from the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme that last year was the
seventh worst year on record for butterflies.
There was also good news, with two species enjoying long-term increases: the red admiral was
up 78% and the comma up 91% on 2016. Val
Butcher’s photo of a comma butterfly (right) was
taken in early April. It will have hibernated camouflaged as a dead leaf.
On a ‘very cool windy night’ in late March volunteer moth recorders Terry Dunk and David
Rayner listed over 50 moths. The list, available on
the Moths UK Flying Tonight Facebook group,
includes a yellow horned moth, not recorded on
Hothfield since 1976. Named for its yellowish
antennae, it emerges in early spring from a pupa
that overwintered among leaf litter
on the ground. Speckled grey, so perfectly camouflaged on birch trunks, it
flies at night but also sometimes on
sunny afternoons, in woods and on
heathland containing birch. The caterpillars munch on birch leaves at night
and rest through the day between
two leaves spun together.
In May Ian expects many songsters to have arrived. NightinAlso at ground level, the volunteers have been pulling birch
gales from Africa are usually invisible apart from, briefly, their
trees, repairing winter damage to fences before the main nestchestnut tail, but until late June they can be heard singing by
ing season, and are “looking forward” to bracken bashing.
day as well as at night. Whitethroats, in the warbler family,
Check the KWT website for 2018 talks, walks, family events
migrate from south of the Sahara, building several nests before
and courses. The Wild About Gardens Scheme has tips on
choosing one. Willow warblers are expected from tropical and
encouraging more wildlife into gardens, the garden awards and
southern Africa, and inhabit any open-canopied trees and
volunteer advisers. Hothfield Heathlands is open to everyone.
shrubs, not just willow. Numbers are in decline, so they are on
Please keep dogs in check and clean up. Various trails are signthe UK conservation amber list. Ian reports good numbers of
posted and indicated on the maps at entrances, which also
singing yellowhammers already; resident all year on the open
give the location of the livestock. The noticeboard down the
heathland, their tumbling courtship flight can be seen in May,
main slope from the Cades Road car park gives recent wildlife
before nests are built low down in protective gorse bushes.
sightings. For email alerts on the location of the livestock in
Chiffchaffs have also been heard; they arrive early from Africa
Hothfield, or to join the volunteers to help maintain the rebut may have overwintered here. By late May the cuckoo will
serve or check the cattle contact the Warden on 01622
be searching out up to a dozen ready-made nests in which to
662012 or at ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk.
lay a single egg. All these birds feed themselves and their
Margery Thomas
young, including unnoticed fosterlings, on insects
and caterpillars. Gardeners can help preserve the
wild food chain by going easy on sprays and slug
pellets and leaving leaf litter and wild corners.
The RSPB website has video clips of all British
birds and their song.
There is much activity at ground level now,
with bees and hoverflies foraging among the flowers. David Rayner’s beautiful photo (right) of the
metallic green tiger beetle, one of the fastest
British insects, which emerges in April and,
armed with ferocious jaws, is a fast hunter of
spiders, caterpillars and ants in heathland and
sandy grassland. Look out for solitary mining
bees building mini-volcanoes of soil around the
mouth of their burrows. These tiny holes are
often seen on the paths across the heath. The
bees seek the nectar and pollen of fruit trees.
Green Tiger Beetle
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Hothfield History Society News
Does anything really change?
Part 1: Rebecca e-mailed us from Phoenix, Arizona, as she’s a
descendant of a James Russell born here in Hothfield in 1832,
but who moved to the United States in the 1850s. She is interested in buying a copy of the extensive research by the Reverend Russell (no relation as far as we know), which I shall
send to her on CD as a Word document.
I also looked into the church’s records of Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, and discovered that there were numerous Russells here in the early 1800s – her James had lots of brothers
and sisters, although a few, sadly, appeared in the burial records in the early 1840s soon after their baptisms. Rebecca is
aware that some of James’ relatives went to Australia, while
others went to America. The last Russel (spelled with one ‘l’)
entry was in 1846, after which this large family seems to have
disappeared from Hothfield.
The same can be said of the huge Bourne and Wood families
who owned or rented many farms and buildings across Hothfield (and neighbouring parishes) in the early 1800s, but who
seem to have left no trace after moving to the US. Their descendants often contact us, and there are also branches of the
family in Australia.
Rebecca therefore asked, “What was going on in Hothfield at
the time, or maybe their leaving was just a family issue? Were
there no opportunities, or was there poverty in the 1850's in
Hothfield? I was just wondering why a family would spread
out across the world like this. Family seemed very important
to them, I know through the generations the importance of
family has been ingrained. Maybe there was family strife? Anyway, I thought I would ask, such a drastic move for such a
large family! I of course understand that you would not know
if the issue was family-related, I was just wondering what was
going on in Hothfield in the 1850s.”

POST
OFFICE

This is a great question, and a search of the internet revealed
that this wasn’t just a Hothfield issue. While many English
emigrated to the new worlds of the Americas and Australia to
settle colonies and to establish new lives in the 1700s, this was
still the case in the 1800s.
One website says: “History of English Immigration to America in the 1800's: ‘The 'Pursuit of Happiness'
English Immigration to America continued, and over 2 million
English immigrants moved to America in the 1800s. They
were inspired by the stories of the United States and the ideals
of ‘Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness’. They wanted to
escape poverty and the class system, seeking equality. Travel
was easier. The sailing ships which had taken anything from
one to three months to reach the US had been replaced by
steamships, and the voyage was reduced to ten days. The
1800s heralded the First Industrial Revolution, the age of iron,
steam and the railroads. English migrants had no problems
with moving to the United States – they had so much in common with the English-Americans.”
At the same time there were lots of immigrants into England
from Europe, such as the Germans, Prussians etc., who sought
a better life than in their own countries, as they are still doing
now from eastern Europe, Syria, and neighbouring regions. So,
has anything really changed? It looks as if the grass is always
greener on the other side of the fence!
Part 2: On a lighter note, the past Parish Council records
reveal many similarities among the issues that bothered residents in the 1900s compared to today. In 1973, as well as
there being a ‘Best Kept Garden’ competition, the Minutes
also included: “Heavy Lorries Parking: It was decided to inform
the West Ashford Rural District Council who the owners of
those heavy vehicles are so that the Council can proceed to
deal with the owners”.
… and on that subject, little has
changed.
Part 3: Previously, in 1959 the Minutes referred to dumping
of rubbish, Housing Development and, most importantly, the
removal of a dung heap! “Mr E Coles replied to this saying
that he did* wish to cause any of his fellow parishioners ill-will,
but had this site made this year on the most convenient dry
spot, but had now used most of it, and no doubt would find a
fresh site in future.”
Chris Rogers
*I assume that the word ‘not’ had been intended here!

Hothfield Educational Foundation Annual Report 2017
Hothfield Educational Foundation (HEF) was established over a hundred years ago, when it was part of Hothfield School.
Originally the Foundation awarded grants to individuals who lived in the village, were under 25 years of age and who had attended
the village school.
Nearly ten years ago HEF’s constitution was amended and the previous qualifications were simplified. Now applicants can be of
any age and should live in Hothfield or in exceptional circumstances are resident immediately outside Hothfield. The amendment
of the constitution has resulted in a considerable change to HEF’s activities. However, the main aim of the Foundation continues to
be the support of individuals (irrespective of age or gender) and organisations based in Hothfield that have projects majoring on
education.
In 2010 19 grants were awarded, and the number has gradually increased in each subsequent year, reaching just under 80 grants
in 2017. The range of grants is wide-ranging, from £50 for swimming lessons to £1,500
for university students.
The Foundation continues to support schoolchildren attending PGL’s (Parents Get
Lost) residential school trips. Letters and photographs received from the children we
have supported show how much these events mean to them, and the associated
educational benefits. HEF has made several grants to children for out-of-school tuition
fees for a wide range of activities.
If you know anyone in our village whom HEF might be able to help further their
education or improve their employment skills, please have them contact Sue Pitt (our
new secretary) by email HothfieldEducation@gmail.com or by phone 01233 628420.
Sadly, our previous secretary, Marianne Highwood, has retired after many years of
wonderful service. Peter Patten has also resigned as Chairman, and Simon Brock has
succeeded him and can be contacted (sgbrock@gmail.com) for information on how to
apply for a grant.

Litter Picking Report
The Hothfield Litter Picking team has had another busy year collecting and disposing of litter around the village. Our volunteer
numbers currently stand at six and we hope you will agree that our efforts are worthwhile, particularly as some of the areas that
we cover are litter 'hot spots'. We believe that our volunteer efforts are helping to create a tidier village and a more pleasant
environment for us all. The Parish Council makes a donation
to the Pilgrim's Hospice in recognition of what the six
volunteers continue to achieve and in lieu of their wages, and
this continues to be a significant incentive in carrying out this
often unpleasant task. We welcomed the news that the Parish
Council donated £250 to the Hospice in 2017/18 and have
generously budgeted a further donation of £250 in 2018/19. I
would like to take this opportunity to thank all the members
of the Hothfield Litter Picking team for all their hard work
over the year and for their continuing support for the scheme,
and thanks also to other local residents who pick up litter near
their homes for the benefit of all. My thanks also go to Bob
Fletcher, who initiated this worthwhile scheme in 2004, for his
tireless enthusiasm. Bob has decided to stand down as the
scheme co-ordinator for health reasons, but he continues to
be a member of the team.
Sheila Flynn
on behalf of all the Volunteer Litter Pickers

Parish Report - Thanet Charities
Thanet Charities continue to pay out voluntary contributions to several elderly, longserving members of our community.
They also help with some emergency projects if requested.
The Trustees purchased an electric riser chair to help infirm/recuperating people together
with a seated walker. Anyone requiring this equipment or any other help should apply to Pat
Guy on 01233 6l2449.
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Hothfield History Society Annual Report
As in previous recent years new pictures and stories have continued to be
e-mailed from around the world from former residents and relatives of past
Hothfield people. Where possible we’ve also tried to assist with family history
enquiries by searching the Church’s records of baptisms, marriages and burials,
and also delving into the extensive research carried out by the former vicar of
Hothfield, Reverend Russell, prior to his death in 1904. We’ve sold a few copies
of the transcripts of his works during the last year.
We’re grateful to residents past and present for sharing their family memories
and photos for us to record in the village archive and share with you on the village’s history website: www.hothfieldmemories.org.uk . Messages and comments have been posted on the website. and a few former residents have also
been put in touch with each other after contacting the History Society. We’ve
supplied photos and information to the Hothfield Manor Brain Injury Centre, as
well as newer residents, about their homes and local history.
As always I’m grateful to Hothfield News for printing our news, and to the
volunteers and Committee for their continuing hard work and for giving up their
personal time.
Looking forward, the website will need to be adapted and modernised to suit the growing use of hand-held devices to view the
content, as well as to bring it more up to date. At five years old the site has served a great purpose and will hopefully continue to
do so in a newer format. The History Society will need to bid for funds to pay for the site to be upgraded.
Chris Rogers,
Chairman Hothfield History Society

SQUAD 26
It is almost a year since we welcomed
the first small group of children to our
new youth club (Squad 26).
Over this time we have seen the numbers grow, and we now average between 10 and 20 children per session.
Our activities are very varied and we
aim to plan from the children’s indicated
interests. Alongside the weekly provision of resources to extend their physical skills, we have braved numerous
‘messy’ activities within the schedule;
blindfold feeding, experiments making
such things as elephant toothpaste and
copious amounts of homemade slime,
with the latest being multi--coloured
unicorn variety…need I say more?
We have noted that, over the year, children have been progressively receptive
to the boundaries established within our
‘Golden Rules’ and have enjoyed the
golden tokens earned to spend in the
tuck shop! From time to time, the
‘golden eagle’ character emerges to highlight individual acts of kindness, fairness and sharing along with helping to clear and tidy
without being asked.
A continuing favourite with the children is taking part in competitive team games of all kinds, from rag hockey to wacky races, ‘be
the best’ and mini-Olympics, to name a few. Then there are the popular individual opportunities to beat each other, within the
‘minute to win it’ challenges….too many to include here!
I hope this gives you a flavour of what happens at our weekly club …if anyone feels they would like to join our team of volunteer
leaders, we would love to have you come on board!
As from last month, we are meeting on Thursday evenings instead of Fridays and anticipate even more fun times together as we
head towards Summer
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Saint Margaret’s Church annual report

Objectives & Activities
Saint Margaret’s Mission "To bring people to Jesus through our
worship and example".
The PCC is committed to enabling as many people as possible to
worship at our church and
become part of the parish community.

Worship, Prayer, Pastoral Care, and Review of the Year
The PCC is keen to offer a range of worship options throughout the year that the local
community may find both beneficial and spiritually fulfilling.
We have been obliged to modify the pattern of services, with a Eucharist on the first Sunday of every month,
a lay-led Book of Common Prayer Matins on the second Sunday, and a Family Service on the fourth. Owing
to clergy shortages, we currently have no service on the third Sunday. All services are at 11am. The fourth
Sunday Service, known as H4, has continued to be run by a lay team consisting of Ylva Blyd-Mackenzie, Nick
Sandford, Malcolm Wood and Hedley Grenfell-Banks. It is an informal Act of Worship, with plenty of singing,
the words of the hymns and readings along with illustrations projected onto a screen, and discussion as well
as instruction in the Faith. We hope this may attract new members, but the existing congregation is already
enjoying the new format and attendance at this service is usually the best of the month. As Ylva is currently
training for ordination, she is often unable to take part; we are actively looking for another member for the
team.
When there is a fifth Sunday in a month, G7 combined services are held in each parish of the benefice
in rotation.
The Christmas Carol Service this year was again a combination of Carols, Christingle and Crib service,
and was well attended.
In the course of 2017 we had no baptisms, three weddings and one funeral in church.
Our thanks are due to Martin Luffman and his team who ring the bells on the first Sunday of the month.

Electoral Roll
In March 2017, there were 22 on the Roll.
Congregations have been about the same as last year in number, and certainly no less in enthusiasm.
The Electoral Roll at 15 April 2018 comprises 27 names.

Churchwardens’ Report – Fabric, Goods and Ornaments
The building generally remains in a satisfactory state. Visitors constantly comment on how well-kept it is.
Further work on the stone of the ivy-encrusted south-east buttress is yet to be done, as is the
re-plastering of the baptistery, along with necessary plasterwork in the rest of the church.
The Friends of St. Margaret’s have been working on obtaining faculties, and hope soon to be able to lay a
path from the church gate to the south porch. This will save a lot of feet from the mud and make the church
wheelchair-accessible in all seasons. They are also planning the installation of kitchen facilities in the NorthWest corner, and examining the possibility of replacing the existing composting lavatory with one connected
to the main sewer.
Work is about to commence on a major overhaul of the church organ. This will take a great deal of work
between late April and early June, during which time the organ will not be available for services. Alternative
music will, however, be provided.
Churchyard maintenance has been in the capable hands of David Wiggins, a local resident and former member of the congregation, whose work is much praised and much appreciated.
There is now a plaque on the fence announcing the presence of war graves in the cemetery, and a notice
board with details of the church and its history will soon be installed as part of a project based at Pluckley
church and affecting all the G7 churches.
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Hothfield News
We have had more 12-page issues (like this one) during the past year,
mainly because of Planning matters. Nevertheless, the cost to the Parish
Council has not increased year on year.
The Editor’s deepest thanks, as always, go to our distributors, who deliver your village news to every address in the village. Their work is deeply
appreciated. We are always in need of new distributors; volunteers are
most welcome to email hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk. The work involved takes about an hour each month; the longest round has 54 addresses and is taken care of by our Community Warden in the course of his
rounds; the second-longest has 37 addresses, and the current distributor
would very much like to hand the task on to somebody younger. There are
also, of course, occasions when distributors go on holiday, and it would be
good to have someone who could fill in on these occasions.
Thanks are also due to our regular contributors; Chris Rogers almost always comes up with a page for the History Society, and Margery Thomas never misses an article about Hothfield Heathlands.
David Parker was also a very regular contributor during his time a
Parish Council Chairman. Finally, many of our best illustrations
come from the busy camera of Val Butcher, Hothfield’s very own
nature photographer.
On a warning note, your Editor is not as young as he used to be. It
would be pleasant to have a volunteer apprentice to be learning the
job against the time when I have to hang up my green eyeshade and
retire to a comfy chair. Any takers?
HGB
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Leaving
Hothfield

The village chippy,
will no longer be
serving
fish and chips
from the car park
at Hothfield Village Hall on Saturday evenings.
Early editions of
this paper mistakenly carried an
advert for this
service, so please
tell your friends
they’ve missed
their chance.
The Open Gardens weekend in Canterbury Cathedral close is 27-28 May this year. Don’t miss it!
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When my kids become wild and unruly, I use a nice safe playpen. When they’re finished, I climb out.
Raising kids is part joy and part guerilla warfare
You can learn many things from children. How much patience you have, for instance.
Having one child makes you a parent; having two, you are a referee.
I used to believe my father about everything but then I had children myself, and now I see how much stuff you make up just to
keep yourself from going crazy.
Everybody knows how to raise children, except the people who have them.
Before I had kids, I always found it funny how people would talk about their children like they were the cutest things on the
planet and how every little thing they did was endlessly fascinating. Now that I’ve had kids, I can say with certainty that my
children are the cutest things on this planet and every little thing they do is endlessly fascinating.
All of us have moments in our lives that test our courage. Taking children into a house with a white carpet is one of them.
Always be nice to your children, because they are the ones who will choose your retirement home.
Having a child is liking getting a tattoo … on your face. You’d better be committed.
My son when he was six: “Mum, can we get a cat?” Me: “Your Dad is allergic to cats, so no.” My Son: “When Dad dies, can
we get a cat?” Me: “Sure.”
My daughter’s response to “I love you,” was “I love me too”
I was on the phone discussing dinner plans when my seven-year-old informed me that “salad is ruining my life.”
“I don’t ever want to see you do that again.” “Okay, close your eyes.”
Grown-ups never understand anything by themselves, and it is tiresome for children to be always explaining things to them.
It's never too late to have a happy childhood.
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Hothfield Gardeners' Competition
Judging will take place on Saturday 30th June 2018
We have now agreed the categories for the competition, which this year are;
Best Small Garden

Best Large Garden

Best Kitchen Garden

Best Young Gardener

Best Container Garden

Best Border Design

Please complete the application form below and return it to the Post Office by Friday 15 June.
For further information or queries, please phone Peter Howard on 01233 623568 or Penny Sutcliffe on 01233 634191

Hothfield Gardeners’ Competition
Saturday 30 June 2018
Prizes will be given for;

Best Large Garden
Best Small Garden
Best Kitchen Garden
Best Young Gardener
Best Border Design
Best Container Garden

Name
Address
Postcode

Telephone
Category
Please return this entry form to Hothfield Post Office by Friday 15 June.
For any further information or queries, please phone
Peter Howard on 01233 623568 or Penny Sutcliffe on 01233 634191

