Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hothfield Parish Council

Thursday 10" April 2025 at Hothfield Village Hall

01.04.25 Present Cllr Lloyd, Cllr Hook, Cllr Fletcher, Clir Jepheart, Clir Bowker
Borough Clir C Bell, Mrs M Norris (Clerk)

02.04.25 Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr Sutcliffe, Clir Pollock

03.04.25 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest

04.04.25 Approval of Previous Minutes
The minutes of the meeting 13" March 2025 were accepted by all, and were signed as a true record
by Clir Lloyd

Nominated: Cllr Hook Seconded: CllIr Jepheart

05.04.25 Public Session

Representatives from DHA Planning, acting on behalf of the applicants for the Lakeside Development
planning application, attended the meeting to engage with residents. Their attendance was arranged
by Borough Councillor Clair Bell following significant public interest raised at the March Parish
Council meeting regarding the proposed works at the Lakeside Nursing Home and concerns about
potential impacts on residents of Chapel Road and Chapel Row—particularly regarding traffic.

The representatives outlined the full planning application currently under consideration by Ashford
Borough Council. The proposal involves the demolition of two existing wings of the nursing home
and the construction of a new building containing seven extra care apartments, along with
associated parking and loading provisions.

The session was informal, with members of the public invited to ask questions and raise concerns.
The developers confirmed they would maintain communication with the Parish Council throughout
the process, particularly once the outcome of the planning application is known and when the
Construction Management Plan is being developed. It was noted that no parking restrictions are
currently proposed.

DHA Planning also agreed to provide their contact details to the Parish Clerk for any follow-up
queries, particularly during the construction planning phase. The Chairman thanked the

representatives for their attendance and engagement with the community.

06.04.25 Borough Councillors Report

Borough ClIr Clair Bell was in attendance to support and facilitate the presentation by the Lakeside
Development planning representatives, which she had organised in response to resident concerns.
Due to work commitments, she departed following the presentation and had no further matters to
raise at the meeting.

Prior to the meeting, Clir Bell had informed the Parish Council that Ashford Borough Council had
completed resurfacing works on the two pull-in areas along Chapel Road.
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She also confirmed that she had looked into the 2023 survey conducted at the Village Hall and had
requested that the Village Hall Committee be given access to the surveyor’s report—this matter is
currently being addressed. In addition, Cllr Bell had obtained a copy of the original Village Hall lease

agreement between Ashford Borough Council and Hothfield Parish Council.

07.04.25 Items for Planning

Case Reference
Location

Proposal

Parish Council
Comments

Case Reference:
Location:
Proposal:

Parish Council
Comments

PA/2025/0450

37 Park Drive, Hothfield TN26 1EG

Replacement porch to the front, two storey side extension with associated
alterations and landscaping following the demolition of existing garage and

porch.

No comment

PA/2025/0503

7 Thanet Terrace, The Street, Hothfield, Ashford, TN26 1EH

Proposed vehicular crossover and dropped kerb

No comment

08.04.25 Financial Report

The clerk reported that the balance at the bank as of 13* March:

Natwest Business Reserve Account £1066.88
Current Account £100.00
HPC Business Account £54668.58
Total £ 55835.46

Receipts received since the last meeting:
Natwest Business Reserve Account £1.02
HPC Business Account £53.19

Total £54.21

Authorisation of Payments for April 2025

Payee Chqg No Amount
M Norris Salary 001930 524.46
K Marden Salary 001929 366.95
HMRC Contributions 001932 113.95
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Publicstar Newsletter Print 001931 196.76

£1,202.12

The listed payments were authorised and the PC noted the direct debit of £18 to EDF energy. The PC
agreed to make the upcoming payment to LCN of £33.99 for the website address for 2 years.

09.04.25 CCTV

Discussion deferred until a future meeting when Clir Cox is present and can update the PC.

In addition, Clir Hook advised that she had spoken to Kent Police regarding the crime statistics in the
village and confirmed that there were a number of reports of voyeurism at the car park which goes
to explain in part, why the numbers appeared unusually high.

10.04.25 Hothfield PC Strategy Paper

Cllr Hook presented the updated version of the Parish Council Strategy Paper to members. No
comments had been submitted in response to the original draft. The Clerk will provide revised
financial figures to be incorporated into the final version.

During the discussion, it was agreed that the note regarding ineligible costs related to political or
religious activities would be removed by Clir Hook. Additionally, it was confirmed that the Clerk will
no longer contact the parochial church diocese regarding the historic funding of grass cutting.

The Council further agreed that, in the event of a tied vote on funding matters, the Chairman will
have the casting vote.

Clirs Pollock and Hook plan to present the finalised Strategy Paper to residents at the Annual Parish
Meeting in May.

11.04.25 Muga
ClIr Fletcher reported that the light at the MUGA is currently not working. The Clerk had already

informed ClIr Pollock, who had previously agreed to source a suitable contractor to carry out the
repair.

Clir Hook agreed to identify an appropriate Health and Safety Risk Assessment to ensure safe access
to the lighting in the MUGA area.

Additionally, ClIr Fletcher suggested exploring the possibility of approaching a mobile phone
provider to install a mast near the MUGA to help improve mobile signal coverage in the area. ClIr
Fletcher will investigate this further and liaise with both Clir Hook and Borough ClIr Bell regarding
feasibility and next steps.

12.04.25 Coronation Orchard
Discussion deferred until a future meeting when ClIr Cox is present and can update the PC

13.04.25 Hothfield Newsletter
A resident had requested a bullet-point summary of each month’s Parish Council meeting. Following

discussion among members, it was agreed that Clir Lloyd will prepare a brief statement summarising
the key points from each meeting to be included in the Hothfield newsletter.

14.04.25 Report from Hothfield Village Hall Meeting & Village Hall Agreement
Although ClIr Sutcliffe was unable to attend the meeting, she reported via email that she will be

meeting with the Village Hall Secretary to review documentation held at the hall relating to the
lease. This review may provide helpful information to assist the Parish Council in progressing with
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related matters. The Council also confirmed that it is now in receipt of the original lease agreement
between Ashford Borough Council and Hothfield Parish Council.

15.04.25 VE Celebrations Hothfield
After discussion it was decided that the PC will not be hosting an event for VE day. However, of note,
the Friends of St Margarets will be hosting a tea and cake sale.

17.04.25 Vegetation Issues
Cases of private hedges impeding the pavement and roads and Ivy on the trees. This item was raised
by Cllr Cox and will be deferred to the next meeting.

18.04.25 Triangle of Land

Following the cut-back and tidy of the triangle of land in late summer 2024, the Clerk raised the
guestion of whether the Parish Council wished to repeat the work this year. After consideration, the
Council agreed that no further action was needed by the contractor at this time. ClIr Lloyd and Clir
Fletcher will look to tidy the area in the meantime.

19.04.25 Annual Parish Meeting

ClIr Lloyd informed the Council that a quote of £30.00 had been received for the production of a
banner to advertise the upcoming Annual Parish Meeting. The Council agreed to proceed with the
purchase. ClIr Lloyd also confirmed that local MP Katie Lam will be attending the meeting.

20.04.25 Correspondence Received

The Parish Council received a response from Egerton Parish Council regarding their approach to
pothole repairs. As a result, the Hothfield Clerk has now responded in writing to the resident who
had raised concerns about the comparatively slow progress in addressing potholes in Hothfield.

21.05.25 Forum for Information

ClIr Fletcher raised a concern regarding a hole left near the play area following the removal of one of
the Coronation trees. She requested that, if the tree had been removed by the Parish Council, the
hole be filled in. If not, the matter will be reported to Ashford Borough Council, who own the land.

Clir Fletcher also noted an ongoing issue of dog fouling along Common Way. ClIr Lloyd agreed to
include a reminder in the newsletter urging residents to clean up after their pets.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the
meeting at 8:45pm.
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