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Good news,
Bad news
and a
Question

Tree, poppies, daisies – Val Butcher

Good News: A reduced speed limit of 50mph has been
proposed on the A20 from near the Holiday Inn to the
Hare & Hounds in Westwell, and is under consultation. I
am sure this will be welcomed by many who live near this
stretch of the A20.
Bad News: The Southern Water sewer repair works in
the Village are now planned to start again at the end of
June and will take up to sixteen weeks.
Question: As residents may be aware, Hothfield receives money from the Solar Farm. which has been used
previously for the installation of high speed broadband to
the village. We would welcome suggestions from residents
for other future community projects this could benefit,
please contact parish.clerk@hothfield.org.uk with your
thoughts.
Ian Lloyd
Chairman. Hothfield Parish Council

with Frank McConnell – guitar

Songs for Summer

In Saint Margaret’s Church, Hothfield on 13 July 2019 at 7.30pm.
Inspirational music designed to please all tastes with songs and anthems in a wide range of styles from the
past and present. Some of Britain’s greatest composers are featured such as Edward Elgar, Ralph Vaughan
Williams and the Renaissance genius, Thomas Weelkes. Rarely heard gems from Germany by Fanny HenselMendelssohn (Felix Mendelssohn’s sister) and Clara Schumann (Robert Schumann’s wife) are also included
along with NorthernLights by today’s hugely popular Norwegian, Ola Gjeilo.

Virtuoso guitarist Frank McConnell plays a varied selection of solos to
delightfully complement our evening of magical music.
Tickets at £12.50 (£5 students), including wine and nibbles,
available on the door or in advance from Margery Thomas 07870 829659 margerythomas@f2s.com, Hothfield Post Office
or Virginia Brown 01233 660559 VirginiaAW@aol.com
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Rector: Rev. Canon Sheila Cox 01233 712598
Churchwardens Hedley Grenfell-Banks 01233 421149, Malcolm Wood 01233 623090

Sunday 7 July
Trinity 3
11.00
The Eucharist
A Service of Holy Communion in modern English, with hymns

Sunday 14 Trinity 4
11.00
Matins
Morning Prayer from the Book of Common Prayer, with hymns
Sunday 21 Trinity 5
Easter 5
No service in Hothfield
Sunday 28 Trinity 6 11.00
H4
an informal service for all the family

JOINT
EXHIBITION
The Friends of Saint Margaret’s Church proudly present, in conjunction with
Hothfield History Society, an
exhibition of Hothfield’s History. Keep Saturday 7 and
Sunday 8 September free to
visit our beautiful 13thcentury church to see the
interior and exterior displays
illustrating the past history of
this lovely village. The church
bell tower will be opened
specially for this event.
There will be a children’s
treasure hunt and scavenger
hunts with prizes, and we will
be having one of our fabulous
raffles with super prizes. Our
famous Café will be open on
both days serving light lunches, coffee, tea, glasses of wine
and superb homemade cakes.
Open 10.30 to 4.30 on
both days. Plenty of parking.

is edited, printed and published by Hedley Grenfell-Banks, financed by Hothfield Parish Council and distributed free to
every house in the village by dedicated volunteers. Email: hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk telephone 421149
Available on line at http://www.hothfield.org.uk/news_letter.html
The deadline for the August 2019 issue is 20 July..
Letters and articles for publication are always welcome. Advertising is free to businesses working in, or for, the Parish
of Hothfield. Email the Editor for information on advertising prices for outside companies.
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June prize winners:
First Prize
£25.25
Second Prize £15.15
Third Prize £10.10

No. 2
No. 91
No. 62

Cost to enter: only £1 per draw,
£12 per year or £6 for six months.

Collect a form from
HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE

Or telephone Peter on 01233 623568

We’ve had a very successful AGM in June. We said a sad
farewell to Sue Palmer who has been our Group Secretary
through our fundraising and building. We are delighted to
welcome Marie Norris who is taking over.
Beavers had a brilliant day at Gilwell Park, the home of
scouting. Summer term is always a highlight for us as we can
spend our evenings outside in daylight. Scouts are starting a
big pioneering project and getting ready for camp.
We are delighted that this year three of our young leaders
have had their eighteenth birthday and are now adult leaders.
Terry Lister, Group Scout Leader
1st Charing Scouts
0774 8818660/01233 712981

For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield Parish
Council, please either see the noticeboard outside
the village shop or visit www.hothfield.org.uk

POST
OFFICE

PLEASE NOTE:

The email address for the Parish Council is

parish.clerk@hothfield.org.uk

Village Hall
Regular Activities
Mondays
Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Tuesdays West Coast Swing Dancing 8. to 10.30pm.
Wednesdays Hothfield Play-Days
a soft play session for children
under 5 and their parents

Dog Training 5.30-9pm

Thursdays
Fridays
Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Saturday
Rugby Tots 9-11.45am.
To book the Village Hall for your Parties,
Get-togethers, etc.,
please ring Paul on 07719 227542,
or email hothfieldhall@outlook.com
Or visit www.hothfieldhall.online
Prices: Village £10 per hour,
Outside Village £12.50/hour
All Day Hire – Village £175.00
(£175.00 deposit required).
All Day Hire – Outside Village
(£250.00 deposit)

£250.00

Children's Birthday £35.00 first 4 hours,

JULY ON HOTHFIELD HEATHLANDS

Bog Bean, Hothfield
)Ian Rickards)

The worryin g sprin g
drought broke in early June,
bringing on the Heath and
Southern Marsh orchids at
last, but probably giving some
fledglings a soaking. The bees
nesting in a hollow tree,
caught on camera by Val
Butcher (Hothfield Heathlands on facebookhttps://
www.facebook.com/
groups/360156841000304/)
would be well protected. I
wonder if they had displaced
a woodpecker?
Despite the dry spring,
Warden Ian Rickards was
pleased to see that the very
pretty bog bean (Menyanthes
trifoliata) has spread widely,
with lots of plants now to the
west of the causeway for the
first time ever.
By July early leavers such as
the cuckoo will be heading
south, and there will be less
cheeping and chirruping from
young broods of birds. Any
rain is welcome (except on
volunteer days); Ian Rickards
reported that many of the
(usually) permanent pools in
the main bog had dried up

already in May, but have now
filled up again. The ponies
went off site for a few days in
May to have their hooves
trimmed. The 72 sheep that
arrived on the Extension earlier in the Spring are settling
in nicely with signs at all entrances reminding walkers
that dogs in these fields
should be kept on leads at all
times.
Staff and volunteers, including regular local volunteers,
keen
youngsters
from school and
university students
building up their
CVs for future careers in conservation have been very
busy; three intensive
training
sessions
were given by ecological consultant
Alex Lockton, on
identifying the flora
of the different habitats on the heathland. Botanists from
across the county
came to these as the

habitats are unique in Kent.
The methodical botanical
survey of the whole reserve
got off to a flying start in early
June, covering a large section
of acid heathland and finding a
good selection of the indicator plants including some of
the tiny ground-hugging species with names larger than
the actual plant (Fenugreek,
Bucks Horn Plantain and
Clustered Clover), many of
which can be found on the
old football field. A regular
walker from Westwell commented that we looked ‘very
scientific’ with clipboards and
GPS gizmos, books and identification sheets, as opposed
to the usual heavy brushclearing equipment used by
the Green Team volunteers.
The surveys continue to the
end of July.
The year-round effort of
the Kent Wildlife Trust
Green Team was recognised
in May by outgoing mayor
Jessamy Blandford who
awarded them the Borough’s
Environmental Achievement
Silver Award, saying it is no
exaggeration that the last
bastion of heath in Kent,
Hothfield Heathlands, would
almost certainly have been
lost without them. Congratulations to everyone involved
for well-deserved recognition.
New volunteers are always
welcome!
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Hothfield Heathlands is
open to everyone; trails are
signposted and marked on
entrance maps, along with the
location of livestock. The
noticeboard down the main
slope from the Cades Road
car park gives recent wildlife
sightings. Please keep dogs in
check, especially around children and livestock, and keep
them away from the heather
and undergrowth where they
will disturb sensitive wildlife.
Please remove dog mess,
including in the Triangle compartment. For email alerts on
the location of the livestock
on Hothfield contact Ian Rickards:
ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk
or 01622 662012.
The next volunteer task day
will be on Wednesday 10 July,
starting at 10am – all welcome.
Margery Thomas
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Hothfield History Society
"Step in to
Hothfield's History"
Exhibition
Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th September, St
Margaret's Church
Hothfield History Society
will be holding an exhibition
of Hothfield’s history with a
difference. This free event
will be held over two days
from 10.30am to 4.30pm at
St. Margaret’s church, arguably our biggest, if not oldest,
historic artefact! There will
be displays of past Hothfield
inside and outside the church
to tell the stories of notable
past residents now in the
churchyard and of interesting
features of the church. Further displays in Church Lane
will compare past views of

the country estate with the
current scene. There will
also be a rare opportunity to
visit the bell tower, and children’s competitions with prizes. The Friends of St Margaret’s will be providing light
lunches, delicious home-made
cakes and refreshments at the
church café.
There won’t just be pictures and words at the exhibition but also items from the
Manor and its stables; bell
ropes used at Hothfield that
are thought to have previously been at Canterbury Cathedral, and other glimpses from
the village’s past.
Please keep the weekend of
7 and 8 September free in
your diary to come along. To
find out more information
please visit
www.hothfieldmemories.org.uk

Who’s in the
churchyard?
A small but enthusiast
group of residents from
Church Lane and nearby gave
up a Saturday to tidy up part
of the churchyard at St. Margaret’s. We cleaned ivy off
headstones and removed
bramble and weeds that had
overgrown several graves. A
few headstones were revealed that we didn’t know
were there and small
‘footstones’ were reunited
with their headstones. At the
Exhibition in September we
will have some potted family
histories to accompany a few
of the well-known historic
names from Hothfield and
you will be able to compare
postcards showing the church
over 100 years ago with the
current scene.

On the
corner of
Church
Lane is a
tree that
was hit
by a doodlebug, and you will
see a photo taken soon afterwards when the army, billeted at Hothfield Manor, were
tidying up. The army also had
to repair the roof of the
church and nearby stables
belonging to the Manor, damaged by the blast.
Other unexpected discoveries in the churchyard were
plaques under yew trees, one
stating that the tree was
planted in June 1887 for
Queen Victoria’s jubilee, and
another smaller yew was
planted in 2000 to mark the
start of the third Christian
Millennium.
Chris Rogers
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Hairdressing student

Offers simple cuts, foils, colours etc. in your own
home. Call Shannon on 01233613821.

And from July 2019, Men’s hair and beard trims
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Not your average market
The little town of Cadours, not far from Toulouse, has a magnificent market hall, built of the red brick characteristic of the
region, but in the neo-classical style of the First Empire. It was
under Napoleon, in fact, that the market of Cadours first came
into prominence, though it had already been going for a few
hundred years before that.
No ordinary market, though. In Cadours they're singleminded. This is a garlic market. Not just any old garlic, either;
Cadours specialises in the violet rather than the white.
We arrived in good time, to find the market hall almost deserted. A few stalls selling general produce, but no garlic. We
went back outside and sniffed the air. Not a trace. So we gave
in and asked a stallholder. Tsk tsk, she said, garlic is odour-free;
it has no smell. Well, not until you break it open, anyway. And
the market? In the car park, where else?
And so it was. The grandiose hall has been superseded by
modern practicality.
You see, a garlic market works the opposite way from all the
other markets. There, the produce arrives in bulk and leaves in
small portions. But garlic is a crop that can only be grown in

tiny market gardens, labour-intensive. It needs love, and watching, and tender care. So it grows on patches the size of allotments and arrives at the market in the back of people's cars, is
sold to the wholesalers and leaves in vast trucks.
And there the producers were. The big operators had trailers, but most had simply opened the back of the family car and
filled it with beautiful violet garlic.
Just as well it's odour-free, considering.
HGB

AUNT JEMIMA’S NEW BARBIE DOLLS
FOR THE MORE MATURE GIRL
Bifocals Barbie:
Comes with her own set of blended-lens fashion frames in six wild colours (halt-frames too!], neck chain,
and large-print editions of Vogue.

Facial Hair Barbie:
Available with teensy tweezers and magnifying mirror.

Flabby Arms Barbie:
Hide Barbie's droopy triceps with these new, roomier-sleeved gowns. Two dresses with tummy-support panels included.

Bunion Barbie:
Years of disco dancing in stiletto heels have taken their toll on Barbie's dainty arched feet Soothe her soles with a
pumice stone and plasters, then slip on soft towelling slippers.

No-more-wrinkles Barbie:
Erase those pesky crows-feet and lip lines with a tube of Skin Sparkle~polyfilla, from Barbie's own line of exclusive
age-blasting cosmetics.

Mid-life Crisis Barbie:
it's time to ditch Ken. Barbie needs a change and Alonzo (her personal trainer} is just what the doctor ordered.

Recovery Barbie:
Too many parties have finally caught up with the ultimate party girl. Dressed soberly, she's going to the rehab centre
regularly. Buy five and form a self-help group.

Divorced Barbie:
Sells for £199.99. Comes with Ken's house, Ken's car, and Ken's boat.

