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IƻǘƘŬŜƭŘ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ aŜŜǝƴƎ  
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ у hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлнн 
We look forward to meeting residents on Saturday 8 October at 10.30am in the Village Hall to discuss 

and agree what projects to spend the solar money on. 

The short list is as follows;  

¶Outdoor Gym Area 

¶Speed Restrictions in the village 

¶Path to connect East & West Hothfield 

¶Flower Planters 

¶CCTV 
  

We still have some Hothfield Platinum Jubilee Mugs available,  

and residents can collect these at the Village Meeting. 

{ŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ DƻŘƛƴǘƻƴ IƻǳǎŜ 
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For weddings, baptisms, etc. contact the Parish Office calehillpcc@gmail.com 07395 910317 
Rector: Rev. Sandra Marsh The Vicarage Pett Lane Charing Kent TN27 0DL Phone: 01233 713996 email: revsandramarsh@btinternet.com  
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Services in October 
Sunday 2 1100   The Eucharist 

Sunday 9 1100  Harvest 

Followed by a Ploughmanõs Lunch in church; see Page 3 
Sunday 16   No service in Hothfield 

For services in our other churches, see www.calehill-westwell.uk 

Sunday 23: 1100: COME AND PRAISE 

http://www.calehill-westwell.uk


For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield Parish Council, please either see the noticeboard outside  

the village shop, or visit www.hothfield.org.uk  
PLEASE NOTE: The email address for the Parish Council is parish.clerk@hothfield.org.uk 

о 

Hothfield Parish Council 

 Hothfield  
Village Hall 

wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 

Mondays @ 4:30pm  

Target Shooting School  

https://www.targetshootingschool.co.uk/ashford 

Tuesdays @ 7:00pm  

Bowls Club  

Contact: John 07492862974 

Wednesdays @ 5:30pm  

Koba Dog Training  

Contact: justine@kobadogtraining.co.uk 

Thursdays @ 6:30pm  

Rock Fit  

Contact Lisa Dicker 07518009905 

Fridays @ 6:30pm  

Bowls Club  

Contact: John 07492862974 

Saint Margaretõs  

Harvest Lunch  
 

²Ŝ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀŘ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ vǳŜŜƴ ƻƴ у {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлннΣ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΤ 
ǎƘŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƛŘ ƘŜǊ Řǳǘȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΦ  

²ƘƛƭŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ vǳŜŜƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ ƳŜŜǘ ƘŜǊΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ŀǊŜ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ 
ǿŀǊƳ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ wLt vǳŜŜƴ 
9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ LLΦ hǳǊ ŘŜŜǇ ŎƻƴŘƻƭŜƴŎŜǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǝƳŜΦ DƻŘ 
{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΗ  

Hothfield Educational  

Foundation  

A reminder that the Trustees of 

the Foundation have two further 

meetings arranged for which they 

would appreciate applications 

beforehand.  These will be on 5 

November 2022 and 7 February 

2023.  Please contact the Secretary 

on hothfieldeducation@gmail.com 

or 07973119462 

Come for a 

Ploughmanõs 

Lunch in the 

church  

to follow the 

11am Harvest 

Service on  

9 October  

All welcome.  

Suggested  

donation of 

£5.00. Telephone  

01233 623568  

if you have any 

questions.  

http://www.hothfield.org.uk
mailto:Parish.clerk@hothfield.org.uk
mailto:hothfieldeducation@gmail.com


HOTHFIELD HEATHLANDS IN OCTOBER 

/ƻǾŜǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōȅ 5ƻǘǘƛŜ DΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǳƴƴŜƭΣ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΗ 

Bluebells  

п 

Lots of work planned for the next few months. 

 

Scrub Removal  
With our Precious Peatland project, we will be 

carrying out lots of scrub removal from across the 

reserve. The most vigorous scrub species are birch and 

alder; adapted to grow very quickly from seed, they 

are the pioneer species that would pave the way for 

the site becoming a woodland. 

Woodland is a very important habitat, and Kent 

Wildlife Trust manages thousands of acres of 

woodland across Kent. However, quality heathland and 

bog, the main habitats at Hothfield, are not found 

anywhere else in Kent. Losing this area to woodland 

would wipe out hundreds of species that would not 

survive under a canopy of trees. 

The trees also have a further detrimental effect on 

the bogs, sucking up thousands of gallons of water, 

drying out the peatland. Once the bogs lose their 

moisture the peat dries up and the carbon stored for 

hundreds of years gets released back into the atmosphere. 

If you have any questions about this work, please contact the 

Area Manager on ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk 

There will be large excavators carrying out this work, so 

please keep a safe distance and follow the instructions on any 

signage. 

Path Improvements  
Hopefully some of you are already enjoying our new 

Triangle Trail: 

https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/hothfield-heathlands/

triangle-trail 

We will also be carrying out path improvements on the 

rest of the reserve, using sand to raise some of the 

muddier paths and making them easier to navigate over 

the winter. We will also be having a new boardwalk 

installed, but depending on ground conditions, that may 

wait until next year ð watch this space. 

 

Fencing works  
We will be replacing some of the more dilapidated fences, 

making sure our cattle, ponies and sheep are safe and 

secure. 

 

Volunteer Work  
At the same time, our wonderful volunteers will be 

carrying on with the winter work across the reserve. Tree

-popping birch from the heathland, repairing fences, 

building up dead hedges, fixing paths, looking after the 

livestock and all the other work that this tireless gang 

carry out.  

We always welcome new volunteers ð you can find out 

more here: 

https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/node/2889 

The volunteers are out every Tuesday and Thursday, and 

also the first Sunday of every month. The next Sunday 

session will be 9 October; if you would like to get 

involved, please register through our website. 

All best, Ian Rickards 
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IƻǘƘŬŜƭŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 

Nine Oaks Vineyard  

October 2022 
This month in the vineyard is all about harvest! We 

have been monitoring the sugar levels in the grapes, 

and we are ready to go. Just in case, we have been 

busily attempting to protect the grapes from pesky 

visiting birds with nets and kites.  

We will be conducting our first harvest day on 

Sunday 25 September, with more due to take place 

most likely on Sunday 2 and Sunday 9 October. We 

would still love to hear from volunteers, so do email 

us on info@nine-oaks.co.uk if youõd like to join in.  

We are anticipating harvesting around 4 tonnes of 

grapes, both chardonnay and pinot noir, which will go 

to make a traditional-method sparkling wine, a still 

chardonnay and a pinot noir rosé ð the latter two 

hopefully being available from Spring 2023.  

As always, we are very grateful to the members of 

the community who have supported us on our 

vineyard journey so far, and look forward to sharing 

the excitement of harvest with you.  

Helen Matheson-Pollock 

Nine Oaks Vineyard 

 

Photographs are of our 2021 chardonnay harvest. 

The future King in Hothfield  
Only a few months ago we were celebrating the Platinum Jubilee of our long-reigning Queen with a party in the Village Hall and 

various events at home and in the streets. Sadly, last month we witnessed the pomp and ceremony of her lying-in-state and funeral. 

Did you know that the King visited Hothfield in the summer of 1993? Of course, then he was Prince Charles and he was visiting 

the Heathland nature reserve with the Warden at that time. The Prince showed a keen interest in the good work that was under 

way to conserve and improve nature. Park Drive resident Ray Knight also presented the Prince with a sprig of pink geranium that 

the Prince popped into his buttonhole and wore for the rest of the visit. 

More Vietnamese refugees have made contact  

You might recall from previous Newsletters that we were contacted by Syd Doyle who helped to look after Vietnamese refugees 

in and around Hothfield in late 1979, and late last year one of the refugees made contact who thought that she could identify 

herself from one of the newspaper photos of that time. 

Recently another refugee, Tommy, sent an email: òI think I'm one of the children who stayed in Hothfield with my family, but I don't 

have many photos of the place and just bits of childhood memories. Do you have any photos of the hospital building and surrounding area 

from that period? This should help confirm if I actually did stay there, as I do recall the building was next to a lake and a field with horses. 

Also, were you one of the team members who helped at the centre or know of anyone who was?ó 

I sent Tommy some images of the former Hothfield Hospital and also let him know that I wasnõt a helper but I let him have the 

email addresses of a few that had contacted me (with their permission). He then provided more recollections of his time in our 

village: ò I just about recognise the first one with the round water fountain as I remember there was a round pond somewhere near the main 

building, but my family did not stay in the main building. There was another shared single storey building which was more modest and not 

quite as grand where we and a few other families were housed, which was located at the far side just beside the large lake. I think they called 

our building Lakeside. I recall it take a good few minutes to walk from our building to the main building via a small path. Between the path on 

one side is a large field where they kept horses and on the other side is a dense woodland. I love the morning stroll along the path (which was 

filled with beautiful countryside wildlife), to the main building where we catch the school bus to take us to Hothfield School I think. My first 

school ever and it was such a wonderful experience even though I knew no English at the time. I think our building has been long 

demolished.  

I have very fond memory of my short stay at Hothfield. It was one of the happiest childhood period of my life and I remain forever grateful 

to the team who have supported us during that time. They made huge effort to include us in the community as I have fun memories of the 

various events I've attended. I'm currently living in London with my wife and children. Actually I'm now intrigue and thinking of making a visit 

to Hothfield. After all these years and from looking at google earth, the whole place looks like it has been redeveloped and looks nothing like 

my childhood memory which is a shame. Anyhow it would be nice to be there and see it in person.ó 

Iõm grateful to Tommy for sharing his story, and I hope that he has been making contact with other refugees and some of 

the English helpers that supported them at Hothfield. Please visit www.hothfieldmemories.org.uk to read stories from past 

residents, and to add your own story, or to add a comment to our website. 

Chris Rogers 

http://www.hothfieldmemories.org.uk


HOTHFIELD NEWS  
is edited by Hedley Grenfell-Banks and financed and published by Hothfield Parish Council. 
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the Parish of Hothfield. Email the Editor for information on advertising prices for outside companies. 
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Term has started as hectic as we 
expected. We held our AGM which was 
very well attended. I suspect that this 
was largely because we were treated to 
a presentation by the two explorers on 
their trip to South Africa. They had an 
amazing time enjoying the reserve but 
also working with the anti-poaching 
services.  
Obviously, a very worthwhile trip.  
At the beginning of October we are 
helping to raise money and awareness 
for the homeless charity Porchlight. We 
are spending the night sleeping out in 
cardboard boxes. Keep fingers crossed 
that itôs not too cold or wet.  

Terry  

Group Scout Leader 

07748818660 


