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2021 Best Decrated Hous Comptition

CALLI NG ON THE RESI DENTS OI

TOHELP MAKE CHRI STMAS MAGI CAL
SMALLEST RESI DENTS,
THE 2021 HOTHFI ELD DECORATED HO

With last year's lockdowns making it a dreary Christmas Hothfield Parish Council would like to add some Christmas
sparkle to the village this year. You can apply yourself or someone can nominate you.
The aim is to just have fun decorating your house, it can be lights, decorated windows, bunting, living nativity, Narni
it doesndt matter just be as cr eatdcoratedldossey ou | i

Application Form Can be found on the Hoth

RULES
1. Participation is open to all residents within the boundaries of Hothfield Village
2. Entry is free; no cost or fees apply.
3. Officers and Councillors of Hothfield Parish Council are not eligible to participate.
4. Entry Applications must be received no later than 5pm on Wednesday 15 December 2021
5. Contest is for exterior decorations only, including window decorations that are visible from the exterior.
Judging will be done from outside the residence only.
6. Judging will be based on okerb appeal 6 as viewed
the road side of the property will be judged (corner gardens will be judged from both roads).
Judges will not enter the property to view back or side gardens.
7. Participants agree to have one or more photos of their decorated home exterior posted on the Hothfield Parish
Council website and Hothfield News. Participant agrees there will be no compensation of any kind for said posting a
publication.
8. Judging will consider: [a] Unique design and creative use of lights and decorations;
[b] Storyline or theme; [c] Overall presentation.
%. Judging will take place by members of the parish council. judging will be completed no later than &G
; on Fridayl7 December. .
10. Winners will be announced on Monday 20 December at 6pm.
11. Be creative, be festive, have fun!
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For weddings, baptisms, etc. Contact the Parish Office calehillpcc@gmail.com 07395910317

Rector: Rev. Sandra Marsh The Vicarage Pett Lane Charing Kent TN27 0DL Phone: 01233 713996 emalil: revsandramarsh@btinternet.com

THE BENEFICE OF CALEHILL WITH WESTWELL

CHARING WITH LlTTLE CHART, CHARING HEATH, EGERTON, HOTHFIELD, PLUCKLEY AND WESTWELL

Services In December

Sunday 5 at 1100:The Eucharist

Sunday 12 at 1100: Matins

Sunday 19 at 1500: Carols, Crib and Christingle
Saturday 25 at 1030 Christmas Day Family Eucharist
Sunday 26 at 1000: Benefice Communion in CHARING
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° Hothfleld PanSh CounCII For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield Parish Council,

please either see the noticeboard outside the village shop
or visit www.hothfield.org.uk
_PLEASE NOTE: The email address for the Parish Council is
parish.clerk@hothfield.org.uk

It was wonderful to see so many residents at our Villa
Meeting on Saturday 13 November at the Village Hall to di
cuss the solar farm spending ideas.

We now have a short list of suggestions as follows;
” Dear All,
1.0utdoor Gym Area. As the local PCSO for the Upper Weald Wards in ASHFORD
2 Speed restrictions through the Village. fPluckley
3.Path to connect East & West Hothfield. fiCharing
4 History Society website & cabinet. fCharing Heath
S.Village Christmas Tree. fHothfield
6.Flower planters. flLittle Chart
7 CCTV. I will now be using my community voice tshare information
8Queends Jubilee Cel ebr at i oinregardtothe areayou live or work in through community
9village green fence. voice. To receive my messages, please sign up to My Communi-
ty Voice, which is free to use by going on lineHome Page
The short list will be examined in detail for costs and all My Community VoiceKent and i f that |ink

other considerations. Some or none of these may ultimately 90 t0 Www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uiwhere you can sign
proceed, and before any final decision is made we will be conUP to receive alerts. Please share My Community Voice with
sulting with everyone. We suggest that another Village Meet-Other people who live in your area, and get them to sign up so
ing in the spring would be a good idea for final decisions. they can also receive the messages and information | send out.

We also had the opportunity to discuss on site the possibil-

ity of a fence on the Village Green to stop vehicle damage. Of My Community VOiCG

course, the views of the locals directly affected will be taken . . . .

into account, and the meeting allowed HPC to see various My Communlty'V0|ce IS'a messaging service th.at helps Kent

suggested options. It is important to note that any decision and Medway regldents_, busmess_e_s and community groups to

taken will be in full consultation with residents. keep in touch with their local pohcmg teams. The service sends
On an unfortunate note, as previously reported, HPC have updates about your local area directly from the police officers

been made aware of ardbcial behaviour in the village. We themselves. . L _ . L

My Community Voice is more than just a messaging service; it

have been in close consultation with the Village Warden and I ¢ v 1o the alert d hare inf i
the Police. This is a very unfortunate situation, and ViIIagersa OWS you to reply 1o the alerts we send you, share information

can rest assured we will be pursuing this matter fully. ar\]ls tell us abou_tttthggssues affectlntg]hyou. ties to i
Anyone who is the victim of, or witness to anti social be- € are committed to engaging with communiies 1o Increase

haviour or any other crime is strongly encouraged to contact trugt and confidence and to h_elp pro_tect people from hqrm. .
the Police. Police, partners and the public working together can build resili-

Lastly, in the spirit of the season, HPC will be running aent and safe communities, and both reduce and prevent crime.

6Best Dressed Housed compet ti;{oﬁj v&?llrpe %&l?tp Rlay@;]{a?ti\éeé)%r'ginlpoéicae&qp%algr:sh/v%ll

Christmas. Good luck, everyone! s keeping updated on what is happening in your local area.

i . Kind Regards
| wish you all a wonderful and peaceful Christmas, and hope .
you can spend it with all those you love. PCSO Joe Bishop
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e September Draw Results

what a wonderful weald 1st prize £3.50 no. 116

help us keep it that way 2nd prize £2.10 no. 206
3rd prize £1.40 no. 122

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

The aim of our decicated team of voluntesrs is o
probect our unique Wealden fowns, villages and
couniryside from the effects of damaging and
st abis fe P iry s FiT

et et e srtom s e This will be the last draw for the
'We welcome aciive members o help us with

2 range of achiies, tom scriinsig saing  fOFESEEADIE future: no doubt the
applications i organsing events_ i, ke s, you care = .
secutthe West pesss pet e ettt [QttEr'Y Wll return in a new form

wKkps | T ot mare g5 1o after a year or two!

wma i o ket prehecsan society secretary@whps.org.uk 07919 871543
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HOTHFIELD HEATHLANDSHANGES WiTH TIME

This is a story common
across most of our nature
reserves. Every week the
stalwart volunteers come out
on task, slog away all day cut-
ting bracken, pulling birch
trees, chopping back vegeta-
tion. Although it is certainly
easy to see what they have
achieved at the end of each
day, it is hard to demonstrate
the long term benefit when
that birch will regrow and
that bracken seems to spring
back to life.

Over the years we have
collected pictures to monitor
changes across the reserve;
some of these pictures go
back a long time. | feel these
two pictures particularly tell a
story. The first one was taken
in 1992, at a time when we
had just taken on our first full
-time warden for Hothfield
Heathlands. The site at the
time was thick with bracken
and a young birch forest in
the making. The bracken and
birch were so dominant, al-
most nothing else was grow-
ing, with many of the heath-
land species on the brink of
extinction.

Fast forward to the same
view in August 2021. The
volunteers are still tackling
bracken and pulling birch, but

every year the site gets better reserves and the wildlife that

and better. The heather is
spreading rapidly across the
reserve, heatkspotted or-
chids and southern marsh
orchid pop up in huge num-
bers, the bees and wasps rid-
dle the ground with their
burrowing, while dragonflies
pick the unwary out of the
sky.

It can sometimes feel as if
we are running at a standstill,
but each of our volunteers

has an essential impact on our

lives there.
Footnote: some of you

may remember the previous
warden and his red tractor.
The tractor was still running
in 2019, and was sold on as ¢
working machine for a tidy
sum.

Everyone is welcome
to visit Hothfield
Heathlands, but please
remember that this is
first and foremost a
haven for wildlife.
Please keep dogs close
to you at all times; do
not let your dog run
and play off the paths
and through the areas
of heather and gorse.
Make sure that
anything you bring
with you leaves the
reserve with you.
Remove litter and dog
mess, and place all dog
bags in the bins.

Hothfield Heathlands
is one of the best
spots of wildlife in the
county; with your help
we can keep it that
way.

For more
information, visit our
website
wwww kentwildlifetrust.org.uk

lan Rickards,
Area Manager,
Kent Wildlife Trust



