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Services  in January 
Sunday 2    No service in Hothfield: for services in our sister   

    churches, see www.calehill-westwell.uk  

Sunday 9    1100: Matins 

Sunday 16    No service in Hothfield 

Saturday 23   1100: Family Worship 

On Saturday 27 November, for the first time 

in history, we had the amazing  

Ashford 

Rock Choir  
perform in our magnificent church.  

The weather wasnõt that good, but the Choir came 

at 5.00 to practice, the doors opened at 6.45 and 

the pews were filled.  

All I can say on behalf of the Friends of St. 

Margaretõs Church is that the Rock Choir ôdid us 

proudõ. They sang beautifully and were 

complemented by the amazing acoustics of our 

church , so it was a pleasure to behold. Lots of 

people actually said they wanted to dance in the 

aisles! 

We had a 30-minute interval with drinks and home

-made canapés made by our amazing team of the 

ôFriends of St. Margaretõs Church.õ Nothing 

remained. Empty plates! 

Well, we hope to have the Ashford Rock Choir 

back next year and yes, we will look forward to 

dancing  in the aisles next time. 

Lesley Miles 

 



For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield Parish Council, 

please either see the noticeboard outside the village shop  

or visit www.hothfield.org.uk   

PLEASE NOTE: The email address for the Parish Council is  

parish.clerk@hothfield.org.uk  

о 

 

Hothfield Parish Council 
¢ƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘπ
ƳŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ 
ƛƴǘƻ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎ 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŜ ŎƘŜŜǊ ƛƴ 
IƻǘƘŦƛŜƭŘΦ  

!ǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ψ.Ŝǎǘ 5ǊŜǎǎŜŘ 
IƻǳǎŜΩ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ ƘƛƎƘΦ  

 !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎΤ 

 мǎǘ tǊƛȊŜ όwŜƛƴŘŜŜǊ /ŀƪŜύ  
aǊ ϧ aǊǎ ²ŀƎǎǘŀƭƭ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 

 нƴŘ tǊƛȊŜ ό/ƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ .ǊƻǿƴƛŜǎύ   
aǊ ϧ aǊǎ .ŀƭƭŀƴǘƛƴ ƻŦ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ /ƭƻǎŜ 

 оǊŘ tǊƛȊŜ ϝaƛƴŎŜ tƛŜǎύ  
aǊ ϧ aǊǎ IƻƎƎ ƻŦ .ŜŜŎƘ 5ǊƛǾŜ  

 !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀƪŜŘ ōȅ CƭƻǎǎȅΩǎ Cǳǎǎȅ .ŀƪŜǎΣ  
ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ  

 [ŜǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΦ  

 Lŀƴ [ƭƻȅŘ  
/ƘŀƛǊΣ IƻǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

NOTICES 
  

Hothfield Parish Council would like to draw your attention to 

the following: 

  

1)  Common Way car park  
Planning application 21/02120 (https://planning.ashford.gov.uk/

Planning/details.aspx?systemkey=120390&pageindex=0) 

This has implications, for the residents of Common Way who 

use the car park. 
  

2)  The Kent   and Medway Biological Records Centre would 

like to help local volunteers collect observations on flora and 

fauna through the year in locations around the village.  

Such a record may be very useful in future planning applications 

according to the Council for the Protection of Rural Eng-

land  Kent Office in Charing. 

Those interested in being wildlife recording volunteers can  vol-

unteer to  graham.cox@hothfield.org.uk  
  

3)  New Facebook site  

There is now a public Facebook site, 'Hothfield Village' for the 

village (https://www.facebook.com/groups/256975373008002), 

which will  be used by the parish  council to update resi-

dents  with  very time-sensitive information or requests, and for 

residents to post and discuss local issues or items of inter-

est;  effectively alongside Nextdoor when Nextdoor posts are 

limited to Hothfield residents.  

The  public FB group site will replace the  private FB site 

'Hothfield' (https://www.facebook.com/

groups/420316465529797), the contents  and members of which 

will be transferred by 1/1/22 to the new group site, once contrib-

utors of content  agree to the transfer.   

Contributions  for the new group site will be checked to  keep 

out advertisers and  content  entirely unrelated to the village. 

Local people are encouraged to put their name forward to be 

admins.   
  

4) Speed Survey  

Results of the recent Speed Survey can be found at: 

http://www.hothfield.org.uk/community/hothfield-parish-council-

17945/hothfield-projects/ 

  

Thank you. 

 Cllr. Graham Cox 

 645520 
All our sections had a fantastic term. Our young 

people were challenged, learned new skills and facts 

and had a huge amount of fun. In December we 

made decorations and made the hall look very 

festive. Sadly, the upsurge in numbers of Covid 

cases meant that beavers and cubs had to cancel 

their Christmas parties.  

 

At the moment we are unsure what will happen in 

the new year. All sections are keen to get back 

together, and our fabulous leadership teams are 

planning programmes that will keep them on their 

toes and guarantee lots of fun.  

Happy New Year to everyone from  

1st Charing beavers, cubs, scouts and explorers  

 

Terry 

http://www.hothfield.org.uk
mailto:Parish.clerk@hothfield.org.uk
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/256975373008002
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[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭŘǎ ƻŦ 
ƎǊŜŜƴǎŀƴŘ ǊƛŘƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
!нл ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
bƻǊǘƘ 5ƻǿƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
Ŧƭŀƴƪǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ōƻƎǎ ƻŦ 
IƻǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ IŜŀǘƘƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƛŎŀƭ ǘƛǇǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊƎǊŜŜƴ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ǊŜŘπ
ǿƻƻŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƛŜǊŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
ǘǊŜŜ ŎŀƴƻǇȅΦ Lƴ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
{ŜǉǳƛŀŘŜƴŘǊƻƴ ƎƛƎŀƴǘŜǳƳΣ ƻǊ 
²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴƛŀǎΣ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ 
ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŦŀǊΣ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ 
ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ όǘƻƭƭǎύ ƻŦ 
ōŀǊŜ ƻŀƪǎΣ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŎƘŜǎǘƴǳǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ōŜŜŎƘŜǎ ƴŜŀǊ /ŀŘŜǎ 
wƻŀŘΦ hƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘΣ 
ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀǎŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΣ 
ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎƛǊǘƘ ƛǎ ƻōǾƛπ
ƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǘǊŜŜ ƘǳƎ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ /ƭƻǎŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇπ
ƭȅ ŦǳǊǊƻǿŜŘ ōŀǊƪΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀǇ ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴ ŎŀƳōƛǳƳ 
ƭŀȅŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎπ
ǘƛǾŜ ōŀǊƪΣ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜΣ Ǝŀƭπ
ƭƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƛǊŀπ
ǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ¸ƻǳ 
Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
Ŏƻǳǎƛƴǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳπ
ƳŜǊ ōȅ ŦƛǊŜ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ¦{!Φ  

¢ƘŜ ǊŜŘǿƻƻŘǎ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ƴŀǘƛǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭπ
ƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
¦Y ƛƴ муроΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛπ
ƳŜƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ 
ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳŦǘƻƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 
hǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ 
ōȅ Ŧƻƭƪ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻǊ ŎŀƳǇŜŘ 
ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ²²LLΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ 
ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ŘŀŦŦƻŘƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿπ
ŘǊƻǇǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀŘŜǎ wƻŀŘ 
ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜ 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƎƭƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘƘƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 
ƎƻǊǎŜΣ ¦ƭŜȄ ŜǳǊƻǇŀŜǳǎΣ Ŏƻƴπ
ǘƛƴǳŜǎ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ōƭƻƻƳΦ DƻǊǎŜ 
ƎǊƻǿǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳ Ƴƻƛǎǘ Ŏƭƛπ
ƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƻŎŜŀƴƛŎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ 9ǳπ
ǊƻǇŜΦ /ŀǊƭ [ƛƴƴŀŜǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ {ǿŜπ

ŘƛǎƘ ōƻǘŀƴƛǎǘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ōƛƴƻƳƛŀƭ 
όǘǿƻ-ǿƻǊŘύ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦȅπ
ƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭƭȅΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ¦ƭŜȄ ŜǳǊƻπ
ǇŀŜǳǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳπ
Ƴƻƴ ƎƻǊǎŜΣ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƎƻƴŜ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƪƴŜŜǎ 
ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ŀ ƎƻǊǎŜ ōǳǎƘ ƛƴ 
ōƭƻƻƳ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ .Ǌƛǘπ
ŀƛƴΣ ǎƻ ƴƻǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘΦ 

!ǎ ǿŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ нлннΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǎ 
ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǳƴƛƴǘŜǊπ
ǊǳǇǘŜŘ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ǿƻǊƪΦ /Ǌƛǎǘƛƴŀ 
WǳŀƴΣ YŜƴǘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘǎ 
!ǊŜŀ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΣ ǘƘŀƴƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ΨŦƻǊ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŜŀǊǘ-ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ƭŀǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŘŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŜŀǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ǝǳȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƭŜƴǘƭŜǎǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ 
ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ !ǎƘŦƻǊŘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦΩ [ŀǎǘ 
ƳƻƴǘƘΣ LŀƴΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
мффн ŀƴŘ нлнм ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜŘ 
Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ 
ƛǎΦ .ŀŎƪ ƛƴ мфтр ƻƴŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳπ
ǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YŜƴǘ CƛŜƭŘ /ƭǳō 
ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ƻƴ IƻǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ 
IŜŀǘƘƭŀƴŘǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
άŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǾƛƎƛƭŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜπ
ǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳŎƘ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǿƻǊƪ 
ōȅ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 

¢ƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ 
ΨIŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΗΩΦ  

 
aŀǊƎŜǊȅ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 

 

п HOTHFIELD HEATHLANDS IN JANUARY 
Tolls and Sequoias  

 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ IƻǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ IŜŀǘƘƭŀƴŘǎ ōǳǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ŀ ƘŀǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦ .ƛǊŘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ŘƻƎǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŘƻƎ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ƎƻǊǎŜΦ 
aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ōǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ wŜƳƻǾŜ ƭƛǘǘŜǊΣ ŘƻƎ ƳŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƎ ōŀƎǎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ōƛƴǎΦ 
IƻǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ IŜŀǘƘƭŀƴŘǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎǇƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦ  

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
ǿǿǿΦƪŜƴǘǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜǘǊǳǎǘΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

Lŀƴ wƛŎƪŀǊŘǎΣ  
!ǊŜŀ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ  YŜƴǘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ 

DƻǊǎŜ 

http://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk


р IƻǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
Do you remember the Vietnam-

ese children?  Please get in touch  

In November 1979 a number of refu-

gees arrived in the area from Vietnam.  

These were nicknamed ôboat peopleõ at 

the time.  The local paper wrote a 

short article and showed some of the 

refugee children at Hothfield school.  It 

seems that they were housed tempo-

rarily in the hospital (part of which is 

now the Lakeside retirement complex).  

A former volunteer, Syd Doyle, wrote 

to us in 2019 about his memories of the 

refugees, and I published his e-mail on 

the website. 

Now one of those refugees has con-

tacted the History Society.  Mrs. Hoang 

thinks that she may be in the photos 

that were in the newspaper.  She is 

keen to thank the volunteers who 

looked after her and the other children, 

and to contact any other refugees or 

children from Hothfield school at that 

time. 

Mrs Hoang told us: òIt was October 

time when we arrived in England in 

1979.  My family, Vietnamese refugees, 

stayed there when we came to England. 

I was only about 4 or 5 years old then.  

I can remember playing in the wild 

meadows and woodlands nearby with 

the other refugee children.  We had 

one room per family, there were many 

rooms, and the building must have 

housed about 10 families altogether.  

We all shared a bathroom and living 

room.  I think the building was all on 

one level.  My mother still has photos 

of us in the living room.  I recollect we 

were all fascinated by the boxy TV, 

which had an aerial. The adults loved 

watching cowboy films.  

My mother said the volunteers were 

from the village church, and took the 

adults to the supermarkets to show 

them how to purchase food; we were 

donated clothing and toys.  

We were then re-housed to Faver-

sham, and my parents then moved to 

London in the mid 1980s.  We lost 

touch with the other refugees that 

stayed at Hothfield.  It would be won 

derful to meet up with any of the vol-

unteers who helped my family then and 

personally thank them for their kind-

ness.ó 

If you remember the refugees, or if 

you were one of the volunteers who 

helped them, then Mrs Hoang would 

love to get in touch.  Please e-mail me 

at:  hothfieldmemories@hotmail.com  

and I will pass your details to Mrs Ho-

ang. 

Chris Rogers 

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ya DǊƻǳǇ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ 

mailto:hothfieldmemories@hotmail.com
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