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BY THE COMMUNITY FOR THE COMMUNITY

How safe is your
favourite tree?
Recently, in the course of building works, three large oak
trees were cut down on the north-east side of The Street,
behind the old pub.
Well, this was nothing out of the ordinary; new building
often means the loss of the odd tree. And these were not
in a conservation area, and were not protected.
But suppose one of these had been your own particular
favourite tree. How would you go about making sure it
was safe?
The answer is to ask Ashford Borough Council to impose
a Tree Preservation Order (TPO).

How do I get a tree protected?
Anyone who wants the council to make a TPO should
email tpotrees@ashford.gov.uk setting out why it is important to protect a particular tree. ABC will consider
requests against three main criteria:
• The tree's particular importance in terms of size, form,
rarity, screening value or contribution to the character
or appearance of a conservation area
• The significance of the tree(s) in their local surrounding
and wider impact on the environment
• Whether the tree is at risk or could be so in the future

Which trees are already protected?
You can find out if a tree is protected by using
ABC’s interactive maps. These will also show you the conservation areas in the borough.
Alternatively, you can access records of Tree Preservation Orders made since 1999 online at planning.ashford.gov.uk.

What types of trees are protected by a TPO?
Anything that would normally be called a tree, including
fruit trees, may be covered by a TPO. There is no minimum size, but bushes and shrubs cannot be covered.
Trees are protected because they contribute to the public's enjoyment of the local environment and it is appropriate and necessary to protect them.
This may be because:
• The tree is particularly beautiful
• Is of a rare species
• There are very few trees in the area
• It serves to screen something

News

VOLUME 9 NUMBER 11 NOVEMBER 2018

2

Rector: Rev. Canon Sheila Cox 01233 712598 Churchwardens Hedley Grenfell-Banks 01233 421149, Malcolm Wood 01233 623090

Sunday 4 November
All Saints
11.00 The Eucharist
A Service of Holy Communion in modern English, with hymns
Sunday 11 Remembrance
10.45 Remembrance Service
Sunday 18

2 before Advent

No service at Hothfield

Sunday 25 Christ the King
11.00
An informal service for all the family

H4

Advance notice: Christmas Dates
15 December 7.30pm
Don’t miss our annual Christmas event! Carols, songs, music, stories,
mulled wine and mince pies, and all for £1!

23 December 4pm

Carols, Crib and Christingle
Three for the price of one!

Christmas Day
Service for all the family at 10am.
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HOTHFIELD
PARISH
COUNCIL
On behalf of HPC I met a number of residents and other
interested parties on 10 October to discuss the junction of
Chapel Road and the A20. I was delighted that our local
County Councillor, Charlie Simkins, was also able to attend. This is an important issue and it became very clear
that residents are very concerned about the speed of the
traffic on the A20 at Chapel Road and access to and from
Chapel Road. This is an emotive issue that requires careful consideration and pressure on the local authorities to
take beneficial action.
We agreed that the first act should be a speed awareness survey conducted by KCC, which Charlie confirmed
he will fund from his member grant. This is a positive step
forward and I will continue to update residents with progress.
On another note, we have recently experienced examples of anti-social behaviour in the Village including driving on the village green and damage to the recreation
area. These incidents have been reported to the Police
who are investigating. Of course residents can also help
by reporting any other incidents as they occur.
Ian Lloyd
Chairman, Hothfield Parish Council

PLEASE NOTE:
The email address for the Parish Council is now

parish.clerk@hothfield.org.uk

VILLAGE HALL
LOTTERY
October Draw
1st prize
£23.25 no. 87
2nd prize
£13.95 no. 23
3rd prize
£9.30
no. 21
Cost to enter: only £1 per draw,

£12 per year or £6 for six months.
Collect a form from
HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE
Or telephone Peter on 01233 623568
For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield
Parish Council, please either see the
noticeboard outside the village shop or visit
www.hothfield.org.uk

Village Hall
Regular Activities
Mondays
Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Tuesdays West Coast Swing Dancing 8. to 10.30pm.
Wednesdays Hothfield Play-Days
a soft play session for children
under 5 and their parents

Dog Training 5.30-9pm
Thursdays Squad 26 Youth Club 6.30 to 8.30pm.
Fridays
Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Saturday
Rugby Tots 9-11.45am.
To book the Village Hall for your Parties,
Get-togethers, etc.,
please ring Paul on 07719 227542,
or email hothfieldhall@outlook.com
Or visit www.hothfieldhall.online
Prices: Village £10 per hour,
Outside Village £12.50/hour
All Day Hire – Village £175.00
(£175.00 deposit required).
All Day Hire – Outside Village
(£250.00 deposit)

£250.00

Children's Birthday £35.00 first 4 hours,
then at hourly rate. (£25.00 deposit required).

Hothfield Heathlands in November
Autumn is well under way; fruits
and nuts have either been eaten or
stored away for an animal’s winter
supply. This is the perfect time of
year to go looking for signs of wildlife, and to get some idea of the
wildlife that is around you.
The best place to start is under a
hazel tree, where the multistemmed branches will hopefully
have produced a good crop of hazel
-nuts. If you search on the ground
you can find the empty shells that
the small mammals will have discarded after munching all the insides.
With a bit of practice (and the
table below) you can tell exactly
who has been eating your hazelnuts.
As with most nuts, the outside
shell is not nutritious, and the animals have to work hard to get at
the tasty insides. What does the
hazel tree get out of this? Most of
these small mammals need to store
food for the winter, and some of
the nuts are hidden away. If they are
forgotten about, a new hazel tree
will germinate from the hidden nut.
If you would like to know more
about small mammals and the other
work that Kent Wildlife Trust is
involved with, please visit our website www.kentwildlife.org.uk or call
01622 662012

Dormouse
Photo: Paul Bright

This year we have purchased a new 33-acre
extension at Ham Fen,
Kent's only Fenland and
home to the incredible
beaver.
The beaver's tale is a
sad one; once numbering
an estimated 400 million
worldwide, they were
hunted throughout the
world for their fur and
scent glands. They became extinct in the UK in
the 16th century, and
there were just 1200 of
them left in Europe.
However, conservationists soon realised that
Beavers were a keystone
species- an animal that
plays a unique and crucial
role in its ecosystem- and
plans were made to reintroduce them to the UK.
In 2002 beavers were
transported to Ham Fen
from Norway, and since
then they have transformed the site and its
waterways, back to how
they would naturally have
been. Studies recently
have shown that beavers
are hugely beneficial to
other animals in their
ecosystem. Fish, water
vole, birds such as the
kingfisher, and even bats
benefit from the beavers'
endeavours.

Coworking comes to Rye!
@ The Old Cinema, Fishmarket Road, TN31 7LP
Space Coworking is a new, members-only facility based in
The Old Cinema Building on Fishmarket Road in Rye, offering
hot-desking, dedicated desks, lock-up office space, meeting
rooms and regular community events to support local businesses.
Coworking as a movement came about to help meet the
needs of often isolated solopreneurs and small businesses
seeking a more productive work environment alongside likeminded individuals. Typically, coworking spaces offer flexible
and financially attractive alternatives to traditional office rental
for businesses of all sizes. They are commonplace in cities the
world-over and increasingly, the movement is filtering down
at a more local level with smaller boutique centres are opening in towns and rural areas.
Space Coworking co-founder Jane Brook shares her vision,
“The way in which we work is changing. Successful coworking
spaces are vibrant communities and a hotbed for inspiration,
innovation and collaboration and our new facility will provide
contemporary workplace options to serve the professional
demographic in the town and surrounding villages. I am excited to be introducing coworking to Rye!”
Email: info@spacecoworking.co.uk or call 01797 222857 for
more details or to inquire about membership. Check out our
website at www.spacecoworking.co.uk

GIFT
MARKET

Sat 17th & Sun 18th
November 10am – 4pm
Rare Breeds Centre,
Woodchurch
On the B2067 Warehorne
Road between Hamstreet
and Woodchurch.
Raising funds for Canterbury Oast Trust, supporting adults with a learning
disability.
Contact 01233 732684

Hairdressing student
Offers simple cuts, foils,
colours etc. in your own
home. Call Shannon on
01233613821.

POST
OFFICE

Dear Editor,
To commemorate the
centenary of Armistice
Day and pay tribute to all
those lost in conflict, my
wife and I have made our
own Tommy. I am a veteran of the Royal Navy
and our fathers and
grandfathers all served in
the military and saw active
service during conflicts.
We are proud to mark
this occasion.
Dominic Southwick.

What colour is your poppy?
Red Poppies
Are sold in aid of the British Legion, and commemorate
Allied soldiers, sailors and airmen who have died in war.

White Poppies
Are sold by the Peace Pledge Union, and remember all
victims of war, military or civilian, of all nationalities.

Purple poppies

Are sold by the Stolen dog charity Murphy’s Army, and pay
tribute to animals that have been killed in wars around the
world.

A Short Quiz
The following short quiz consists of four questions and tells whether you are qualified to be a
"professional." According to Andersen Consulting Worldwide, around 90% of the professionals they
tested got all questions wrong. But many primary schoolchildren got several correct answers!

1. How do you put a giraffe into a refrigerator?
Correct Answer: Open the refrigerator, put in the giraffe and close the door. This question tests whether
you tend to do simple things in an overly complicated way.

2. How do you put an elephant into a refrigerator?
Wrong Answer: Open the refrigerator, put in the elephant and close the door.
Correct Answer: Open the refrigerator, take out the giraffe, put in the elephant and close the door. This
tests your ability to think through the repercussions of your actions.

3. The Lion King is hosting an animal conference. All the animals attend except one.
Which animal does not attend?
Correct Answer: The elephant. The elephant is in the refrigerator. This tests your memory.
OK, even if you didn't answer the first three questions correctly, you still have one more chance to show
your abilities.

4. There is a river you must cross. But it is inhabited by crocodiles. How do you manage it?
Correct Answer: You swim across. All the crocodiles are attending the Animal Conference. This tests
whether you learn quickly from your mistakes.

1. My husband and I have fallen out over religious differences. He thinks he is God; I don't.
2. I don't suffer from insanity -- I enjoy every minute of it.
3. I used to have a handle on life, but it broke.
4. Don't take life too seriously -- no one gets out alive.
5. You're just jealous because the voices only talk to me.
6. Beauty is in the eye of the beer holder.
7. Earth is the insane asylum for the universe.
8. I'm not a complete idiot -- some parts are missing.
10. God must love stupid people -- He made so many.
11. The gene pool could use a new filter.
12. Consciousness: that annoying time between naps.
13. Ever stop to think, and forget to start again?
14. Being over the hill is much better than being under it.
15. Wrinkled was not one of the things I wanted to be when I grew up.
16. Procrastinate now!
17. Why on earth is the an S in the worrd ‘lisp’?
18. A hangover is the wrath of grapes.
19. A journey of a thousand miles begins with a cash advance.
20. Stupidity is not a handicap. Park elsewhere!

Two
more
pictures
from the
amazing
Val
Butcher:
Haws
(left)
and
Kestrel
(right)

I am sending this as we get ready to spend
the night sleeping out in cardboard boxes....
Madness perhaps, but we are doing out bit
for homelessness week.
The wind is getting stronger as I write.
Our scouts are camping in Gilwell Park,
the home of scouting.
November brings us to Remembrance Day
and the service at Charing Church. Our
young people have made hundreds of poppies
which are being displayed in the waterfalls of
poppies in Westwell Church. It is a spectacular sight and well worth a visit
Terry Lister, Group Scout Leader,
1st Charing Scout Group
gsl_charingscoutgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0774 8818660 01233 712981

