Minutes of 
HOTHFIELD ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Minutes 04/21
Wednesday 2ND June 2021 Hothfield Village Hall  

Attendees: Cllr Ian Lloyd (Chairman) Cllr Merrion (Vice Chairman) Cllr Sutcliffe, 
, Cllr Vernon, Cllr Cox, & Mrs M Norris (Parish Clerk) 

	Agenda Item 
	Description 

	1. 
	NOTE OF PERSONS PRESENT 
As detailed above. A number of members of the public were also in attendance, alongside representatives from the village hall committee. 


	2.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received from Cllr Bell due to attendance at another meeting. Cllr Cook had also sent his apologies. 


	3. 
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
None Received. 

	4.
	PUBLIC INTERVAL 
A local resident attended and reported several concerns that they had with the A20 layby and the food van at the layby. The issues explained to the PC were:
Noise both from the lorries using the food van and the generator powering the food van. 
Litter produced by users and the food van which was enticing rats.  
Lorries parking in the layby for longer than the 45 minutes allowed. 
Lorry drivers’ toileting in the layby
The layby itself being identified online for salubrious activity. 

The resident explained that he had raised these matters with stakeholders including Highways, ABC and the police however he has not received a satisfactory response. The parish council agreed to highlight his concerns to the Borough Councillor who could take the matters raised further. The PC agreed to update the resident on this. 

A resident requested assistance from the PC to enquire with ABC as to why refusal had been given to the parking of a caravan at his/her property. The PC agreed to raise this with the housing officer. 

Complaints were received from a resident about E scooters being ridden around the village on pavements and footpaths at fast speeds and putting pedestrians at risk of injury.   Although no reports had been made to the local community police officer, the clerk undertook to advise them of this matter. 

Rules and regulations concerning the installation of a drop kerb was requested. It was felt that in some roads there was no consistency of approach as some residents had been allowed a drop kerb and others declined. The clerk agreed to raise this with the local authority. 

The parish council confirmed that Hothfield village do not have a dog warden. Following complaints of a dog left for long periods alone in a garden repeatedly barking, the PC suggested that the complaint be made to the housing officer for this area via ABC. 



	5.
	ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES FROM MAY 2021 MEETING 
The Minutes were agreed and signed off by the Chairman.


	6.
	MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES (Items for discussion only. No decisions can be made under this heading)
No matters were arising. 

	7.
	PLANNING 
No applications had been received for the PC to consider. 


	8.
	BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
No report had been received. 

	9. 
	REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS  
· Code of Conduct – Following review the item was adopted/accepted. The document will be reviewed again in May 2022.  The next item for review will be identified and circulated to members by the clerk prior to next months meeting. Action – Clerk to circulate to members. 
 


	10.
	FINANCIAL REPORT

10.1 Accounts to be paid (see below) were agreed and cheques signed. 

	Payee 
	Method 
	Amount 

	Salary & Misc
	001646
	£120.88

	Salary & Misc 
	001647
	£325.75

	Anti-Virus Subscription 
	001648
	£22.80

	EDF 
	D/D
	£9.00

	St Margaret’s Church  
	001649
	£500.00

	The Pilgrims Hospice  
	001650
	£250.00

	History Society 
	001651
	£100.00

	
	
	£1328.43




10.2 Bank Reconciliation 
As of 13 May 2021, the balance is £51,165.41 including a deposit of £7488.37 (precept payment)

10.3 Although listed as an agenda item, earmarked funds was not discussed in detail due to time constraints however the PC were advised by the clerk that the funds had not altered from those set in April as no deductions had been made against them. Cllr Merrion wished to discuss the funds in more detail with the PC and it was agreed that this would be an agenda item for the July meeting. 


	11
	FLYTIPPING ON PRIVATE LAND INCL COACH DRIVE  
It had been agreed previously that the issue of fly tipping need to be looked in terms of both a short-term solution to the current problem ( in particular focusing on Coach Drive) and then a longer term problem affecting not only Coach Drive but other areas in the village.  In respect of the short-term approach, Cllr Cox would be meeting with the landowner shortly and agreed to report back to the parish council. It was also suggested that some visible signage be procured and put up in areas affected by this and perhaps other anti-social activities which could be used to remind others of the problem and penalties. This will be considered further.

Longer term, it was considered that many villages must have this persistent problem and the Parish Clerk agreed to make enquiries with KCC and the Environment Agency as to how best deter this. Cllr Cox also agreed to raise within KALC. The PC also requested that this item remains on the agenda for next month.                                                          Action- Cllr Cox 
 

	12
	HOTHFIELD WORKS PROJECT 

Muga Fencing- Cllr Cox agreed to provide the clerk with a draft that could be sent to ABC/KCC setting out the issues of parking on the green and requesting permissions for fencing the area concerned.                                                                                                             Action- Cllr Cox 

Vineyard Permissive Pathway. 
Cllr Cox reported that he has an expectation that he will receive shortly a list of requirements from the vineyard that will aid the production of a joint agreement between landowners and Hothfield Parish Council. The parish council also discussed areas that they would consider to be important in such agreement.  Cllr Cox agreed to take this forward.                                    Action-Cllr Cox 


	13 
	SPEED SURVEY.
Following several responses from local residents It was agreed that the speed survey be sighted in the following locations: West Street, Coach Drive, The Street (North) and The Street (South). 

In order to ensure that the speed survey is as beneficial to residents as it can be, it was agreed that the Cllr Sutcliffe would ask that the survey been conducted before the six-week school holiday. Alternatively, if this was not practical, then once the holiday period was over as this would give a more realistic reflection of the traffic in the village.                              Action – Cllr Sutcliffe                   

	14
	HOTHFIELD VILLAGE HALL 
Two members of the village hall committee attended the PC meeting to discuss the way forward for the village hall. Presently two key members had resigned along with the Parish Council member who also represented the PC at the village hall committee meetings. This means that the village hall finds itself in unprecedented territory with not enough members to formally convene and make decisions. 

The loss of Mr Fothergill also meant that the hall was also without a bookings clerk and cleaner. It was agreed that parish council clerk would take over the bookings’ coordinator role temporarily until a suitable replacement can be found.  The village hall committee agreed to continue to look for  volunteers. 

It was agreed that the Hothfield Facebook page currently administered by Mr Fothergill would not be taken over by the PC and should be closed. The clerk would let Mr Fothergill know. 



	15 
	GENERAL COUNCIL BUSINESS 
Due to time constraints topics covered under this item would be revisited next month

	16 
	ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA.
Earmarked Funds 
All items from General Council Business
Fly tipping
Vineyard Permissive Path 
Hothfield Village Hall Committee 


	17
	FORUM FOR EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 

Cllr Sutcliffe raised concerns that the dog bin on the green was not being emptied regularly enough. This results in an overflowing bin and dog waste being placed in the normal litter bin. The clerk agreed to raise this with ABC. 

Inconsiderate parking in the village was also causing residents concerns. Particularly near the junction of Park drive/The Street. The PC would like to remind all residents that the village of Hothfield is all residents responsibility and inconsiderate parking, littering, dog fouling, and other anti-social behaviours are not welcome and where these behaviours persist, local authorities will be informed and necessary action taken. Please keep our village, clean safe and a lovely place to live.     

	
	Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 7 July at Hothfield Village Hall. 



There being no other business the chairman closed the meeting at 21:00hrs


Signed _________________________.   				Dated _______________
