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HOTHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
www.hothfield.org.uk
Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 10th July 2025 at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall
Present:	Cllrs Ian Lloyd; (Chairman); Penny Sutcliffe; Jo Hook; Graham Cox; Georgie Fletcher; Simon Jepheart; 

In attendance: Clerk Mrs Marie Norris 

The Chairman opened meeting at 7.00 pm

25/07/1 Apologies for Absence
Cllrs M Pollock, G Bowker, ABC Cllr C Bell 

25/07/02 Approval of Absence 
Councilors had approved absence due to work commitments. 

25/07/03 Declarations of Interest 
The Chairman called for Declarations of Interest:- 
a) No declarations of changes to the Register of Interests. 
b) Cllr Lloyd and Cllr Bowker registered an interest in discussions re the Esso Garage as near neighbours. 
c) No Requests for Dispensation.
d) No Declarations of Lobbying

Cllr Lloyd & Cllr Jepheart advised of an interest in planning item 9, The Esso Garage as both live close to the premises. 
25/07/04 Public Interval 
Members of the public were in attendance and the following items were raised with the Parish Council. 

· Electric Bikes & Scooters within Hothfield being driven at fast speeds on roads and pavements
· Sink Hole – Beech Drive 
· Inconsiderate Parking 
· Gardens in poor condition in Beech Drive 

The Parish Council noted the concerns of the residents and have requested that the clerk take action to report the issues in writing to local authorities including Kent Highways, Ashford Borough Council, Kent Police & the Community Safety Unit. 
25/07/05 Acceptance of Previous Minutes                                                                                                                                            The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held in June were agreed and accepted as a true record and were signed by the chairman. 	
Proposed: Cllr Fletcher 		Seconded: Cllr Sutcliffe  
25/07/06 Matters for Report 
There were no matters arising from the previous minutes. 

25/07/07 Borough Councillors’ Report
Cllr Bell had sent her apologies as she was unable to attend the meeting due to work commitments prior to the meeting, 

25/07/08 Finance 
	 
Bank Reconciliation 
	

	
	


	Balance Per Cash Book 
	
	Balance at Bank 13/06/25

	Opening Balance 
	£55,869.21
	
	PC Reserve Acc
	58,332.89

	Add Receipts Precept 
	£7.750.00
	
	PC Reserve Acc (70)
	1070.05

	Interest NatWest 
	£ 55.06
	     
	
	

	
	
	
	PC Current Account
	100.00

	
	
	
	PC Youth Acc
	1369.86

	
	
	
	
	60,872.80

	
	
	
	Less Earmarked Funds 
	37,565.94

	
	
	
	
	





Accounts for Authorisation for July 
	
	Payee
	Description 
	 £

	K Marden 
	Salary 
	401.81

	M Norris 
	Salary 
	524.46

	HMRC 
	Mth 4
	114.58

	Publicstar
	Newsletter Printing 
	196.76

	S Flynn
	Litter Picking Eqpt
	55.55

	
	
	£1293.16

	
	
	



Resolution Councilors agreed to pay the above accounts including the direct debit payment to EDF for Electricity for the MUGA £18.00 taken on the 1st each month. 



Earmarked Reserves 
	Opening Balance 01/04/25    -  Total £37,565.94
	
	

	
	Balance 
	+ /- July 
	Balance 


	MUGA Maintenance
	9,057.83
	0
	9,057.83

	Village Projects 
	2,021.05
	0
	2,021.05

	Solar Funding 
	25,117.20
	0
	25,117.20

	Youth Project 
	1,369.86
	0
	1,369.86




Bank Mandate 
The Clerk reported having spoken with NatWest regarding the recently submitted bank mandate change request. NatWest confirmed that the mandate would not be processed until all named signatories had signed and returned it. At present, the bank is still awaiting returns from Cllr Cox and Cllr Pollock. If the mandate is not completed and returned within the required timeframe, the request will be cancelled and the process will need to be restarted. The Chairman agreed to contact Cllr Pollock, who was not present at the meeting, to remind him to complete the paperwork 			

25/07/09 Planning 

a) Esso Garage – Hothfield
 Concerns regarding the newly installed lighting & signage. The lighting currently illuminates an area of Ram Lane whereas the original application stated that the lighting would only light up the garage forecourt. 

b) The Parish Council noted the appeal decision for AP-90744 (PA /2024/2309) Refusal of Planning Permission for a single storey garage had been dismissed. 

25/07/10 Correspondence & General Council Business  
[bookmark: _Hlk202801758]a) A copy of the internal auditors’ report had been received and issued to all councillors prior to the meeting. The external audit report issued by Mazars was yet to be received. 
b) Coronation Orchard – Cllr Cox reported further incidents of vandalism, noting that a cherry tree had been broken in half. Members expressed disappointment that such actions are taking place in an area intended for the benefit of all. Cllr Lloyd requested that Cllr Cox provide a photograph for inclusion in the newsletter.
c) Newsletter- No matters for report. 
d)Village Hall Committee Meeting – A meeting had not been held during this period. 
e)MUGA - Cllr Fletcher reported there had been no further progress regarding the lighting but she is now in receipt of a key for the electric box.  Cllr Fletcher will purchase the padlock for the electric box and the PC will reimburse her. 


25/07/11 Village Hall Lease Agreement 
The clerk will contact a local solicitor for quotes & options available to create an updated lease agreement with the village hall. 
 

25/07/12 Hedges obstructing footpaths 
HPC sought advice from KCC Highways regarding footways in Hothfield that are currently obstructed by vegetation from residential properties. In several locations, overhanging growth is restricting the width of the footpaths and, in some cases, forcing pedestrians into the road. While path widths vary across the village, the general requirement is that a minimum of 1 metre of unobstructed footway must be maintained. The Clerk will draft an open letter for inclusion in the newsletter to remind residents of their responsibility to keep vegetation cut back. 

25/07/13 Forum for Exchange of Information 

The PC are progressing with an insurance claim for damage to the grit bin, the clerk will provide quotes for removal of the damaged bin and purchase and installation of a new one.  

A new template for the Highways Improvements Plan has been received from KCC. The clerk will update and distribute to Councillors for input. 

CCTV Doorbell. 
Following the Annual Meeting, during which the local police highlighted their support for the use of CCTV doorbell cameras, the Parish Council is considering the development of a project to enable residents to apply for a CCTV doorbell funded by the Council. At this preliminary stage, the Council is seeking to establish the level of interest from residents prior to undertaking detailed costings. It was agreed that an initial expression of interest could be invited, either by means of a flyer distributed with the parish newsletter or through an advert placed within the newsletter.


There being no other business the Chairman thank all for attending and brought the meeting to a close at 8:23pm 














Signature 										Date 











Action List – Parish Council Meeting 10 July 2025
Clerk
· Report residents’ concerns (electric bikes/scooters, sinkhole at Beech Drive, inconsiderate parking, and untidy gardens) to Kent Highways, Ashford Borough Council, Kent Police, and the Community Safety Unit.
· Process approved July payments and ensure EDF direct debit (£18/month for MUGA) is recorded.
· Monitor progress on NatWest bank mandate; remind signatories as required.
· Draft open letter for newsletter reminding residents to cut back overhanging vegetation to maintain 1 metre footway clearance.
· Obtain quotes and legal advice from local solicitors regarding a new Village Hall lease agreement.
· Progress insurance claim for damaged grit bin; obtain quotes for removal, replacement, and installation.
· Update the Highways Improvement Plan using the new KCC template and circulate to councillors for input.
Chairman (Cllr Lloyd)
· Contact Cllr Pollock to remind him to complete and return NatWest bank mandate paperwork.
· Make contact with the Post Office regarding possible flyer/poster for CCTV doorbells
Cllr Cox
· Provide photograph of vandalism at Coronation Orchard (broken cherry tree) for newsletter.
Cllr Fletcher
· Purchase padlock for MUGA electric box; submit receipt for reimbursement.
· Electrician for MUGA Lighting 
All Councillors
· Provide input on updated Highways Improvement Plan once circulated.
· Consider options for gauging resident interest in the CCTV doorbell project (flyer vs. newsletter advert).





foot1

image1.png
"!R“/‘ 3

W HOT Hl'lf"[l‘





