LOTS OF INTEREST IN PROPOSED
COACH DRIVE DEVELOPMENT
Actually, if you look at the latest plans, it’s much more a Station Road development. We were able to find this out at the
drop-in exhibition on Saturday 20 January.
The large number of local people who came to the exhibition
were shown detailed drawings of what the development might
be like, and were promised that the final plans would take into
account the feedback they gave at the time, and on the forms
they were given to fill in with their comments. Your Editor was
there, and came away with a few points worth noting.
Firstly, the entire site will not be taken up by roads and houses. The plans show that all existing trees are to be retained,
and supplemented by parkland areas with footpaths surrounding the whole development. The drawing below right shows
how one corner of the estate might be laid out
Secondly, the entrance to the development is planned, not
for the bus stop area as was at one time expected, but for the
top of the hill on Station Road, where there is good visibility in
both directions and a convenient gap in the trees. This junction

meets with all the requirements of Kent Highways. For some
reason, the plan (below, left) shows, next to the entrance,
what appears to be a zebra crossing to nowhere.
Thirdly, people were very concerned about the possible mix
of housing. The plans showed no bungalows or smaller houses
such as might be suitable for older people downsizing from
their present homes in the village, or young local people looking for the first step on the property ladder.
It certainly looks as if the development between Coach
Drive and Station Road is likely to be built, and I am sure the
final plans will be as attractive as the ones we were shown. It
will be the task of the Parish Council, and of all local people,
to make sure that the final result looks like the plans. There
have been many cases in the past where developers have
failed to complete the landscaping of an area until all the
houses have been sold. I do not for one moment suggest that
the firm looking to undertake this work is like that, but it’s up
to us to make sure that Hothfield gets the best it possibly can.
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Sunday 4
2 before Lent
11.00
The Eucharist
A service of Holy Communion in modern English, with hymns

Rector: Rev. Canon Sheila Cox 01233 712598 Churchwardens Hedley Grenfell-Banks 01233 421149, Malcolm Wood 01233 623090

Sunday 11
Sunday before Lent
11.00
Matins
Service from the Book of Common Prayer, with hymns
Wednesday 14

Ash Wednesday

Egerton 10.30 Holy Communion with ashing
Charing 19.30 Holy Communion with ashing

Sunday 25 Lent 2
11.00
H4
Informal Praise service for all the family. A good introduction to Church
Free Conflict Resolution Help Service

Ashford Mediation Service
These are exciting times for our group. We
have almost finished plastering inside our new
headquarters. There is still a lot to do but it is
beginning to look like we hoped it would. We are
so grateful to the small band of helpers who come
along regularly to make it happen. We are now
choosing the kitchen which will be sponsored by
the Charing Village Voice.
All our sections have exciting programmes
planned for the term. Several cubs have moved up
to scouts so we have a couple of spaces available
for 8-10 year old boys or girls. Please email me for
more details.
Terry Lister
Group Scout Leader; 1st Charing Scout Group
0774 8818660 01233 712981

offers a free mediation service by professionally
trained mediators to anyone in the Ashford Area.
Mediation is confidential and highly effective in
resolving
both long and short term conflict situations.

We offer help with:
Neighbourhood Disputes
e.g. Noise, Parking, and Anti-Social Behaviour

Family Disputes
(including young people between 7yrs and 18yrs)

Workplace Disputes
Contact us for more information or an appointment on:

01233896237 or 07775398907;
info@ashfordmediation.co.uk
or visit our website
www.ashfordmediation.co.uk
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Hothfield Parish Council

For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield Parish Council, please either see the
noticeboard outside the village shop or visit www.hothfield.org.uk

The drop-in exhibition in
respect of the proposals for
the Coach Drive Local Plan
site took place at the village
hall on Saturday 20th January
2018 on a “pre-application”
basis, where the landowners’
agents set out an interesting
and informative display of
their proposals for 60 housing units.
For those of you who
were unable to attend on
the day, hopefully, elsewhere
in this edition, there is an
additional article giving some
details of these proposals
and an outline of the site.
Residents were able to
engage with members of the
landowners’ agents team and

I thought the afternoon
was a great success from
everyone’s perspective. Of
course, I would always have
liked to have seen a few
more residents there, but
we had a decent turn-out on
what was a wet afternoon
and the impression I got was
that everyone felt it was a
very worthwhile exercise
and the landowners’ agents
were genuinely keen to hear
the thoughts of residents.
The plan now is for both
the parish council and the
landowners’ agents to digest
the feedback given on the
day and for both parties to
informally meet again during
the first half of February and

discuss all aspects of what
was being displayed and had
an opportunity of communicating which aspects they
like and also those they disliked, plus making other suggestions connected with the
proposals.
These comments will be
collated into a summary by
the landowners’ agents, a
copy of which will be provided to the parish council. The
parish council also asked
residents to fill in a one-page
feedback form about their
thoughts, so we can also
ascertain what residents feel
about the site and we will be
sharing this information with
the landowners’ agents.

to identify those issues that
don’t appear to contentious, those that might be
contentious, plus any other
ideas residents have suggested that might be taken
forward.
We will keep you posted
as to developments, but at
this stage, it does seem as
though a formal planning
application for this site is
likely to be submitted sooner rather than later, but it is
good that residents have
been given the opportunity
of expressing their views
prior to this happening.
David Parker, Chairman
Hothfield Parish Council

Volunteer Support Advance notice to
Clubs and Societies
Wardens

Please be thinking about sending in your annual
reports to Hothfield News by 20 April, in time for
publication in the May edition.

Village Hall
Regular Activities
Mondays
Tuesdays

Are you passionate, enthusiastic
and up for a new challenge?
Do you like meeting new people, want to learn new
skills and provide valuable support to local residents? Kent County Council, working in conjunction with the Kent Association of Local Councils are
recruiting Volunteer Support Warden’s in selected
areas. The role will be challenging but rewarding
and you’ll be making a real difference to local communities. For more information and to find out
which areas this role is being launched contact
Community Wardens on 03000 413455 or visit:
http://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-andcommunity/volunteering

Country Dancing 7.30 to 10.30pm
Creation Station 9.30 to 11.30am
Irish Dancing 4.30 to 7.30pm
Wednesdays Dog Training 5.30-9pm
Thursdays Bingo 6.30-8.30pm
Fridays
Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Squad 26 Youth Club 6.30 to 8.30pm.
Saturday
Rugby Tots 9-11.45am. (outdoors in the
summer; back in the hall on 9 September.
To book the Village Hall for your Parties,
Get-togethers, etc., please ring Minnie on
01233 421149,or email hothfieldhall@gmx.co.uk
Prices: Village £7.50 per hour,
Outside Village £10.00/hour
All Day Hire – Village £175.00
(£175.00 deposit required).
All Day Hire – Outside Village
(£250.00 deposit)

£250.00

Children's Birthday £35.00 first 4 hours,
then at hourly rate. (£25.00 deposit required).

FEBRUARY ON HOTHFIELD HEATHLANDS
In this February article I
wanted to highlight some
of the work that our
amazing volunteer team
have done at Hothfield
Heathlands during 2017.
During this time a total of
165 volunteers have contributed 692 days of their
time. This figure is equivalent to 3 members of staff
working full time across
the reserve.
Our Achievements
• The progress we have
made at Hothfield is brilliant and we are seeing
these results across the
whole site.
• Our Bracken Bashing
antics throughout the summer months have cleared a
total of 13 hectares. This
should hopefully give the
heather, and other heathland
room to breathe and thrive
on the heath.
• Over the years, the Heathland has become overrun
with invading scrub. The
main culprit being Silver
birch which smothers out
the specialist heathland plant
species we are trying to protect and restore. It was a
good year for birch growth
but we are working hard to
knock it back. We have been
making use of some new
tools, Tree Poppers, which
allow us to pull the trees
directly out of the ground,
this technique is much slower
than cutting, but unlike the
cut areas, the 1.8 ha pulled
should not regrow.
• As the visitor numbers to
the reserve increase, the
pressure on the paths and
tracks also increases. The
volunteers have shifted
several tonnes of sand in
order to raise paths across
the reserve, prioritising
those that normally become impassable in the
winter. The 360m that the
team have improved has
probably required movement of 20 tonnes of hand
dug material!!

Livestock
This year the Konik Ponies
returned and along with
Highland Cattle and Hebridean sheep have continued
their great work of halting
young scrub development,
reducing the nutrient level of
the soil and controlling long
grass; this is key to our long
term restoration of the
heathland and bog environments. The most important
aspect is ensuring the welfare of the livestock for
which we rely on our dedicated team of Livestock
checkers. Our livestock
checkers will come out in all
weathers, all year round, and
we couldn’t manage the site
without them – Thank-you!

Bonfire (Val Butcher)

Species that benefit
Our work on Hothfield
Heathland prioritises the
restoration of acid bog and
heathland habitats and to
increase the species associated with them. To ensure
our work is having the desired effect, our volunteer
Ecology Group has surveyed
the plants and flowers across
the whole site. Of the 56
important heathland plants
we were looking for, we
found 40 across the reserve,
and in good numbers too!
Many thanks to all the volunteers that have helped
look after Hothfield Heathlands over the years. And a
big thank-you to the other
unsung heroes that collect
rubbish across the site let
me know about potential
issues and make the whole
reserve a safe and friendly
site to visit.

Tree popping (with a smile!)

Heather (Ling) won’t grow under trees

If you would like to get
involved, or would like to
find out more about the
work of the Kent Wildlife
Trust, please contact Ian on
ian.rickards@kentwildilfe.or
g.uk
Ian Rickards, Ashford
Area Warden,
Kent Wildlife Trust

Livestock checking
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Hothfield History Society News
History
in the making?
Over the past couple of
years Ashford Borough
Council has looked for possible locations to build extra
houses in or close to Hothfield (and all other parts of
their Borough). Three plots
have been identified as their
preferred locations and their
first was the northern side
of Coach Drive. In January
the developers’ architects,
planners and transport consultant held a small exhibition of what their development might look like and
were on hand to discuss the
plans and listen to your
comments and questions.
If any of these sites are
developed for housing,
whether large or small, then
this will be the first significant change to the village’s
size and the first notable
development since the
Council houses in 1953/54.
Whilst a few houses have
been added here and there
in the village over the last
65years there have not been
any plans of this scale for a
long time.
It’s interesting to note
from the Parish Council’s
Minutes the resistance to
the expansion of the village
which started before the
second World War had ended but which was hastened

by that war’s effects on the
homeless population.
It
seems that some things
haven’t changed:
In June 1943 the minutes
state: “The members of the
Council do not consider any
post-war erection of houses
necessary for this parish.”
The use of the words ‘post
war’ is a little curious given
that the war had not yet
ended and there would have
been no way of knowing
how much longer the war
would continue to rage over
the heads of Kentish folk.
A year later, in May 1944,
it seems that maybe the Parish Council might have started to get used to the idea of
a few new homes in the area: The Minute is entitled
“Post-war Housing – Council Houses:
A letter was
read from the West Ashford
Rural District Council as to
the erection of 54 houses in
the area inviting suggestions
for the need for houses in
the Parish of Hothfield.” It
continues: “The members
present considered the erection of houses necessary,
providing suitable land could
be acquired.”
Another year later, March
1945 (the war still hadn’t
ended), and another letter
from the West Ashford District Council directing the
Parish Council to suggest a
site for four houses. “The

site unanimously proposed
was on the main Maidstone
Road towards Ashford opposite the two cottages Station Road corner. The reasons being given all services
available including bus route
+ central position.” (Central
to what?)
In August 1946 the situation had escalated and the
minutes quote: “Mr Meech
proposed site of field adjoining Thanet Arms and adjacent ground now used as a
nursery. ... The second site
proposed by Mr Woolley
was on land adjoining Home
Farm Cottages.”
On a positive note, houses
were already being completed in 1949 on The Street
(now known as Thanet Terrace) and the Parish Council
put forward its suggestions
for the most eligible tenants,
among whom we recognise
some family names: Manktelow, Godden, Harris, and
others from the Nissen Hut
Camp. Ray Pantrey and his
family, were also nominated
owing to their poor health
exacerbated by the damp
condition of the house that
they were in at that time.
Alarmingly in September
1952, by when work was
surely about to start on the
main central estate, the
Minutes record “this Council
disagree and object to the
site chosen by the previous

Parish Council on Hothfield
Common on the grounds
that a better site is available.” One of their concerns
was the ‘wet nature of the
site’ as previous records
show that the area where
the Council houses were
built was boggy and the path
across it was often submerged. The Parish Council
of 1952 suggested alternative
sites “north of Hothfield
County Primary School, this
site being adaptable to proposed new sewerage [sic]
disposal scheme.” (a sewage
works was built at the end
of Bog Lane – no pun intended.)
The rest, as they say, is
history! Work started on
the houses in the late 1940s/
early 1950s in the same boggy area. In 2018 we’re now
witnessing the next big possible change to the village’s
size. The new roads for
these developments will be
the first roads built since the
Council housing.
Chris Rogers

Free Harvest Mouse Training
Wildwood Trust, Saturday 24th February 11:30 - 15:30
Tyland Barn, Maidstone ME14 3BD
To book, please contact the Wildwood conservation team: 01227 711 471
courses@wildwoodtrust.org

The Kent Harvest Mouse Survey Project
The harvest mouse, Micromys minutus, is the least studied, and least understood, of all British mice.
To address a lack of information concerning the status of the harvest mouse, Wildwood Trust plans to complete a county wide
survey across Kent to map the distribution of the species and establish a much needed understanding of the population within this
area. Kent can be divided into 1100 tetrads (2km by 2km squares). Over a period of 5 years, Wildwood aims to survey the majority of these tetrads for the presence of harvest mice nests, mapping the location of all nests identified. Community involvement
will be key to the success of this project, with volunteers from across Kent surveying their local area for presence of the species.

HOW KENT CAN HELP FIGHT
THE UNFLUSHABLES!
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Did you know in the last year, Kent residents experienced
8,375 blockages?
And the most shocking thing is nearly two-thirds of these
are preventable, caused by people flushing unflushable items
like wipes, tampons, nappies and condoms down their toilets, or washing fat, oil and grease down their kitchen sinks.
Southern Water removed 2,652 tonnes of unflushable
items from wastewater sites in Kent alone last year; that’s
the equivalent weight of more than 209 double-decker buses.
Putting things like wipes, tampons and cotton buds down
toilets, or pouring leftover cooking oil, fat and grease down
sinks causes a build-up in sewers and can create blockages –
which usually results in sewage backing up and coming out of
your toilet or waste pipes, into your home.
That’s why Southern Water and the Consumer Council
for Water, the independent consumer watchdog, have
joined forces to fight ‘The Unflushables’, a new campaign to
help customers understand the impact of internal sewage
flooding, and easy steps people can take to stop it.
Because the good news is it really isn’t a difficult thing to
help prevent; simply put all your unflushable items in the bin
instead of down the toilet. You can also cool leftover cooking fat, oil and grease and then either scrape it into a container, such as a used yoghurt pot, or pour it into an empty
bottle and throw it in the bin.
These few small steps can make a huge difference to sewer
pipes and help prevent the misery of sewer flooding happening to you. For more information, visit:
www.southernwater.co.uk/the-unflushables.

December Draw
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize

£23.50
£14.10
£9.40

no. 181
no. 121
no. 40

COST TO ENTER only £1 per draw,
£12 per year or £6 for six months. Collect a form from
HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE
Or telephone Peter on 01233 623568

1st Charing Scouts meet on Wednesdays in
term time at The Scout Hut, Pett Lane,
Charing
Tel. 07795 694673
gsl_charingscoutgroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/1stcharingscouts

is edited, printed and published by Hedley Grenfell-Banks for
HGB Services, financed by Hothfield Parish Council and
distributed free to every house in the village
by a dedicated band of volunteers.
Email hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk telephone 421149
Available on line at www.hothfield.org.uk.
The deadline for the March 2018 issue is 20 February.
Letters and articles for publication are always welcome.
Advertising is free to businesses working in, or for, the
Parish of Hothfield. Email the Editor for information on
advertising prices for outside companies.
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THE YELLOW
FISHERMAN
Open Mon-Sat 11am to
11pm
Sundays 1pm to 11pm
Open Bank Holidays except Christmas Day &
Boxing Day

Menus available
from the Post Office
Telephone orders welcome.
01233 712309

07399 227039

For Design, Printing and Copying
Just Ring 01233 421149
Or email
hedleygb@tiscali.co.uk

Have your invitations, greetings cards,
programmes etc. printed at cost price by the
printer of Hothfield News.

Computer poorly?

Call
01233
421149.

I wish you a Happy Valentine's Day with all my heart, and lungs, and liver, and spleen...!
Love is in the air! So don't hold your breath!
Plenty of love, Tons of sweet kisses, Hope that one day, I'll be your Mrs.
Every day I fall more in love with you, except those days when you’re completely unbearable.
I love you with all my tummy. I would say heart, but my tummy’s bigger.
I love you more than coffee, but please don’t make me prove it.
I ended up liking you a lot more than I had originally planned.
I know you think I’m stupid, but I’m not the one who married me.
It’s great to have found that one special person you want to annoy for the rest of your life.
You are like my dentures. I can’t smile without you.
I think it’s nice that on my keyboard U and I are always together.
There is nobody else I’d rather lie in bed and look at my phone next to.
You’re the one I text when I’m drunk. That’s love, that is.
All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then doesn’t hurt.
If love is blind, why is lingerie so popular?
Anyone can be passionate; it takes real lovers to be silly.
My boyfriend told me I can do with him whatever I want on Valentine’s Day, so I tied him up and went to the nightclub.
If you feel alone on Valentine‘s day, just remember that nobody loves you on any of the other 364 days of the year either.
I love you just the way I am
If you want to be happy with a man, you have to understand him a lot and love him a little. While with the women it‘s vice
versa: love them a lot and don‘t even try to understand them.
I want to say thank you for the flowers I’m going to send to myself and pretend they are from you.
There’s only one thing which is more exhausting than planning Valentine’s Day, and it is pretending to be excited about it.

For Valentine’s Day, I pledge to only ignore a quarter of what you say.
Darling, I have never met anyone like you. And I’m happy about it.

Are the Vandals back?
We don’t seem to have had much trouble with vandalism in Hothfield over recent
years, but the Editor has received a letter from a lady who has suffered from it recently.
She says:
‘Unfortunately, we seem to have a problem with vandalism in the village. My son and I
went to play with his new toy in the MUGA today but to my frustration all the lights have
been smashed leaving glass on the floor along with excessive amounts of rubbish. Why
anyone would wish to do this is beyond me! In my opinion, it is unsafe to use. This is not
an isolated incident and over the last 4 weeks both my cars and lees van have been vandalised with scratches and parts removed.
It was such a lovely village to live when I moved in 6 years ago but have to say it is becoming a nightmare and due to recent incidents I have been left feeling quite vulnerable.
Anyway, I thought you may wish to include this in the next newsletter as there may be
witnesses or other victims of crime that wish to come forward.’

SQUAD 26

Every Friday at 6:30pm until
8, children from 7 to 11
years old welcome.
Lots of fun and games and
new friends.
Held at Hothfield village
hall, park drive Hothfield
£1 per child per meeting
payable on the night
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