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Dangerous roads and dangerous people
I have been contacted by residents very concerned with the
junction of Chapel Road and the A20. This is of course a subject that affects a large number of our community along the
A20 and is not just a problem at Chapel Road. Each morning
schoolchildren cross the road to catch the bus into Ashford.
Indeed, a lot of us use the Yellow Fisherman or the Beefeater,
and even by car the speed of the traffic is a major concern
through the area. There are few crossings, and often a quick
sprint across is needed, which is unsafe – particularly in the
case of elderly residents.
In response to residents’ concerns Hothfield Parish Council
(HPC) has arranged a meeting with our local County Councillor, Charlie Simkins, and other interested parties, on 10 October. We will be discussing what options we have and what
action can be taken quickly. If any other residents would like
to attend this meeting, please email me on
ian.lloyd@hothfield.org.uk

I recently went to the bi-monthly Kent Association of Local
Councils meeting, which was attended by Ashford Police Station Commander Andy Somerville who answered questions
raised by parishes. Concern was raised over some illegal activities which will be of particular interest to Hothfield, including
hare coursing and poaching. Those involved with illegal activity
are often linked to criminal gangs who raise money for gambling at these events from burglary and car theft. Not only this,
but trespassing on land and intimidating behaviour or violence
occur. I would ask residents to be alert to suspicious activity
such as parked vehicles on verges, in laybys or on bridleways,
lines of people walking through fields with dogs, and damage to
gates and boundaries around land. Promptly reporting to the
Police is vital; call 101 (if not urgent) or 999 in an emergency.
Another great tool is the Country Eye App, available free on
smartphones.
Ian Lloyd, Chairman Hothfield Parish Council

Hothfield Fun Race Night
with a Hearty Supper

Hothfield Educational Foundation

Saturday 27th October 7pm

On occasion we have had requests for grants that we have not
been able to meet because of time pressures, which disappoints both the Foundation and the applicant. To try to prevent this happening again, we would ask that any requests are
submitted at least 3 weeks before the next meeting date to
allow our team to process the request.
Of course, we realise that this may not always be possible and
will do our best to respond, but we do ask for your understanding if time constraints make it impossible to process the
application. We will of course consider a funding request for
something that occurred between meetings and for which you
have already paid and may be able to make a contribution in
retrospect.

Come along to Hothfield Village Hall and enjoy a flutter on
the races and a fabulous hearty supper! Tickets cost just £6
(under-fives cost £3) and are available from Hothfield Village
Store. Ticket numbers are limited so, to avoid disappointment,
please purchase your tickets as soon as possible (and by Saturday 20th October, for catering purposes).
Doors open at 7pm and the first race is at 7.30pm. Please
bring your own drinks and glasses.
The supper will comprise a choice of homemade tasty dishes
including a vegetarian option, with something for everyone.
You or your business can also sponsor a race for £20. Your
name will appear as a sponsor in the programme and you will
be able to name the race. If, sadly, you are unable to come
along on the night you can sponsor a race instead.
To sponsor a race please contact Peter Howard (01233) 623 568.
To reserve tickets or to make an enquiry please telephone
(01233) 625 942, leave a message and we’ll get back to you as
soon as we can. You can also visit
www.hothfieldmemories.org.uk or www.hothfieldhall.online
Proceeds shared between Hothfield History Society and
Hothfield Village Hall.

Dates of the Foundation’s Meetings
• 28 November 2018 • 13 February 2019 • 22 May 2019
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Sunday 7 October
Trinity 19
11.00 The Eucharist
A Service of Holy Communion in modern English, with hymns
Sunday 14
Trinity 20
11.00 Matins
Morning Service from the Book of Common Prayer, with hymns
Rector: Rev. Canon Sheila Cox 01233 712598 Churchwardens Hedley Grenfell-Banks 01233 421149, Malcolm Wood 01233 623090

Sunday 21

Trinity 16

No service at Hothfield

Sunday 28 Bible Sunday
11.00
An informal service for all the family

H4

Saturday 6 October
An opportunity to hear

CANTERBURY
CATHEDRAL
BOY
CHORISTERS
WHEN THEY VISIT
CHARING PARISH
CHURCH
at 7 pm.

They will perform a
short programme of
their well-rehearsed
music, led by Dr David
Flood. Everyone who
has ever heard them
before will remember
their lovely young voices. All welcome and
admission is at the door
with a charge of £8 per
person and concessions
for children.

is edited, printed and published by Hedley Grenfell-Banks, financed by Hothfield Parish Council and
distributed free to every house in the village by a dedicated band of volunteers.
Email hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk telephone 421149
Available on line at http://www.hothfield.org.uk/news_letter.html
The deadline for the November 2018 issue is 20 October. Letters and articles for publication are always
welcome. Advertising is free to businesses working in, or for, the Parish of Hothfield. Email the Editor for
information on advertising prices for outside companies.

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Hothfield village hall management committee has applied for a variation to the premises
licence for the premises Hothfield Village Hall located at Park
Drive Hothfield Ashford Kent TN26 1EG. The application has
been made to Ashford Borough Council to allow alcohol sales
by retail for consumption on the premises.
A register of license applications can be viewed at licensing
department, Ashford Borough Council, Tannery Lane, Ashford
Kent TN231PL, 01233 331111 by appointment.
Any person wishing to submit representations to this application must give notice in writing to the council at the address
above giving in detail any grounds for objection by 14 October
2018.
The council will not entertain representation where the writer requests his/her identity remains anonymous.
Copies of all representations will be included in the papers
submitted to the licensing panel and will therefore pass into
the public domain.
Representations must relate to one or more of the licensing
objectives:
•The prevention of crime or disorder
•Public safety
•The prevention of public nuisance
•The protection of children from harm.
It is an offence, liable on conviction to a fine up to level 5 on
the standard scale (£5000), under section 158 of the licensing
act 2003 to make a false statement in or in connection with
this application.

PLEASE NOTE:
The email address for the Parish Council is now par-

ish.clerk@hothfield.org.uk

VILLAGE HALL
LOTTERY
September Draw
1st prize
£24.00 no. 153
2nd prize
£14.40 no. 89
3rd prize
£9.60 no. 43
Cost to enter: only £1 per draw, £12 per year

or £6 for six months.
Collect a form from
HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE
Or telephone Peter on 01233 623568

For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield
Parish Council, please either see the noticeboard outside the village shop or visit
www.hothfield.org.uk

Village Hall
Regular Activities
Mondays

Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Country Dancing 7.30 to 10.30pm
Tuesdays Children's Irish dancing 4:30pm to 6pm,
West Coast Swing Dancing 8. to 10.30pm.
Wednesdays Dog Training 5.30-9pm
Thursdays Squad 26 Youth Club 6.30 to 8.30pm.
Fridays
Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Saturday
Rugby Tots 9-11.45am. (outdoors in the
summer; back in the hall on 9 September.
To book the Village Hall for your Parties,
Get-togethers, etc.,
please ring Paul on 07719 227542,
or email hothfieldhall@outlook.com
Or visit www.hothfieldhall.online
Prices: Village £10 per hour,
Outside Village £12.50/hour
All Day Hire – Village £175.00
(£175.00 deposit required).
All Day Hire – Outside Village £250.00
(£250.00 deposit)
Children's Birthday £35.00 first 4 hours,
then at hourly rate. (£25.00 deposit required).

Hothfield Heathlands

Nature reserve work days –
second Sunday of the month,
10am-3pm
As we head into autumn the Sunday task days start up, with
the first one being on 14 October at 10.0am.
These Sunday task days are great fun, with young and old
working across the heathland to improve the site for wildlife.
The big job is tackling the young birch trees that sprout up all
over the reserve. We will be trying different ways of managing
them; cutting, pulling and then dragging them to the fire site
for disposal.
Once the fire is big enough, on goes the kettle for tea and in
go the potatoes ready for lunch.
Everyone is welcome, and there are jobs for everyone to do.
Children are welcome, but their parent or guardian is responsible for them during the session.
The Sunday task days are always on the second Sunday of the
month, starting at 10am in the Hothfield Heathlands reserve
car park. The winter dates are
14 October
11 November
9 December
13 January
10 February
10 March
We also run regular Tuesday and Fridays task days at Hothfield
and other sites around Ashford. To find out more call our head
office on 01622 662012 or contact the warden on
ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk

CHARING & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

PROGRAMME 2018-2019
20 SEPT 18 BEHIND THE SCENES OF TV'S GOLDEN YEARS
Remember Morecambe and Wise, The Two Ronnies, Terry and
June, Till Death Do Us Part, The Good Life.....; dramas like The Forsythe Saga; music from Top of the Pops to Last Night of the Proms;
and the pageantry of Royal events? Wilf will give us an insight into
how these and many other great programmes were made, and the outstanding and hilarious situations and characters involved.
Wilf Lower
*****
11 OCT 18
DOVER'S BRONZE AGE BOAT
Keith will tell us about the discovery and excavation of the
Bronze Age Boat in 1992.
Keith Parfitt
*****
8 NOV 18
SMARDEN, A VILLAGE IN KENT
Historically Smarden's wealth was based on wool, the production of Broadcloth and the cheaper Kersey cloth which was mainly
used for everyday clothes of the working people. Martin will be giving
us the history of this important Weald village and telling us of the interesting people connected with Smarden.
Martin Brooks
*****
13 DEC 18
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL EVENING
This will be the usual buffet with mulled wine and our quiz
followed by a talk THE GOOSE IS GETTING FAT telling of some of
the many Christmas traditions and rituals. Imogen Corrigan
10 JAN 19
A SPITFIRE GIRL
Melody Foreman is the biographer of First Officer Mary Wilkins Ellis. Mary died in July 2018, aged 101, she was the last remaining pilot from this extraordinary group of women at the ATA. Melody
reveals the life and times of this pioneering woman pilot who played a
key role in helping the RAF during WW2.
Melody Foreman
*****
14 FEB 19
WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR, JUSTIFIED INVADER?
We all know that William invaded England in 1066. What is
less well known is that William may have a justified claim to the English throne. This talk outlines the basis of this interesting claim. It will
also cover the invasion, the battle of Hastings and the advance on London and deal briefly with William's rule and the circumstances of his
death.
James Dickinson
*****
14 MAR 19
ROMNEY HYTHE AND DYMCHURCH RAILWAY
A reminder of the exciting history of this railway and its transition into the tourist attraction it is today. How it is reliant on a 90year
old infrastructure, maintained by a dedicated and enthusiastic group.
Danny Martin
*****
11 APR 19
AND SO TO TED ..... A HISTORY OF TEDDIES
AND OTHER BEARS
A fun talk of Bear Essentials to appeal to arctophiles and bear
lovers! Originally inspired by a teddy bear that brought comfort to its
owner during the Battle of the Bulge.
Melanie Gibson-Barton
*****
16 MAY 19 AGM
Meetings are held in the Parish Hall, Station Road, Charing TN27 0JA
at 8.00pm on Thursday evenings. Doors open at 7.30pm. If any changes of venue are made, special notices will be issued. Annual subscriptions due September - £9 adults, £16 family, students free.
VISITORS ARE WELCOME AT £3.00

Price £10 + £3 p&p for each book ordered. Telephone 01233
713749 or email books@charinghistory.co.uk to order

GIFT
MARKET

Sat 17th & Sun 18th November 10am – 4pm
Rare Breeds Centre, Woodchurch
Lots of crafts and gifts to start your Christmas shopping.
Ideas for you, your family, your home and garden – even your
pets. Jewellery, accessories, toys, glass, wood, baskets, bags,
books and more, including beautiful Christmas wreaths and
decorations; there’s something for everyone.
Refreshments. Easy parking. Free admission, the Gift Market
is held in the Falcons Conference Centre so there’s no need
to pay to go into the farm.
On the B2067 Warehorne Road between Hamstreet and
Woodchurch. Raising funds for Canterbury Oast Trust, supporting adults with a learning disability.
Contact 01233 732684

Hairdressing student
Offers simple cuts, foils,
colours etc. in your own
home. Call Shannon on
01233613821.

POST OFFICE

Our new term has certainly started off with a bang. Our
cub scouts spent a weekend at ‘Cuboree’. This was a
jamboree for cub scouts. Many thousands camped at the
same time at various locations around the country. They
enjoyed rafting, archery, climbing, fencing and so much
more. I certainly didn’t do anything like this when I was a
wolf cub in the middle of the last century….
We are having to be inventive at our meetings as we
have no electricity at the old hut and there is still much
to be done before we can open the new headquarters.
Fingers crossed it won’t be much longer.

Terry Lister, Group Scout Leader,
1st Charing Scout Group

gsl_charingscoutgroup@hotmail.co.uk

1. Part of a best friend's job should be to clear your computer history immediately if you die.
2. Nothing sucks more than that moment during an argument when you realize you're wrong.
3. I take back all those times I didn't want to nap when I was younger.
4. There is great need for a sarcasm font.
5. How on earth are you supposed to fold a fitted sheet?
6. Was learning joined-up writing really necessary?
7. Google maps really needs to start their directions on number 5. I'm pretty sure I know how to get out of my street.
8. I can't remember the last time I wasn't at least kind of tired.
9. Bad decisions make good stories.
10. You never know when it will strike, but there comes a moment at work when you know that you just aren't going to do
11. I keep some people's phone numbers in my phone just so I know not to answer when they call.
12. I think the freezer deserves a light as well..
13. I wish Google Maps had an "Avoid bad drivers" routing option.
14. How many times is it appropriate to say "What?" before you just nod and smile because you still didn't hear or understand a
word they said?
15. I love the sense of camaraderie when an entire line of cars teams up to prevent an idiot from cutting in at the front.
16. Even under ideal conditions people have trouble locating their car keys in a pocket, finding their mobile phone, and Pinning
the Tail on the Donkey, but I'd bet everyone can find and push the snooze button from 3 feet away, in about 1.7 seconds, eyes
closed, first time, every time.

The Gardening Group
at Charing Surgery
When we last reported on the gardens at the Charing Surgery, we had just been to Sarah Raven’s garden in Sussex,
which resulted in us re-thinking the grasses planted on the
apex of the bank opposite the Surgery’s main entrance. The
group greatly admired the Molinia Caerulea Arundinacea
‘Transparent,’ so the decision was made to place five plants on
the top of the bank in November 2017. Although young, they
are just beginning to resemble those at Sarah Raven’s, and will
be a lasting remembrance of our 2017 Outing. This year, a
new rose (Hot Chocolate) will remind us of our 2018 Outing to
Pashley Manor.
As for most gardeners this summer, the low rainfall made it a
hard year for both flowers and vegetables. Somehow, we had
a good display of roses and not too bad croppings of tomatoes,
beans and potatoes. This being our first year
with the greenhouse, we were lucky enough
to have been donated a number of cucumber
plants, which gave us an excellent crop.
We are very grateful to all who take time to
thank the gardeners; the group love to know
that their hard work is appreciated and that it
brings pleasure to so many. It is always lovely
to talk to members of the public and patients
at the Surgery as they pass by.
We have again entered the Kent Wildlife
Trust Community Gardens Competition. The
judges visited us in early July – yes, right in the
hottest part of the year! The gardens were
looking very sad, with plants just about surviving, but we were reassured by the judges that
we were not alone as most gardens were in
the same position. We have again been
awarded a Silver Gilt medal for 2018. The
Parish Clerk in Charing had entered the village
in the South East in Bloom Competition, and
as part of his tour, the judge was shown our
gardens. His comments were very encourag-

ing, and he suggested that we should enter the category for
Community Gardens. To our delight, the Charing Gardening
Group was awarded the Royal Horticultural Society Neighbourhood Award of Level 5 - Outstanding.
The Gardening Group always welcomes new members,
whether you are green-fingered or not. There is no obligation to commit to every week, or even to all of the three
hours the group meets every Tuesday between 9 and 12.
Finally, just a little reminder that the Group is always happy
to receive spare tools, in particular:
Garden forks/spades
Pruning saws
Loppers
Automatic vents for greenhouses would also be great!
Please contact Jo’Anne Munro on 01233 713582 for more
information or to donate items.

