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The Monthly Newsletter by and for the Hothfield Com munity 
 

WELCOME 
 
As everyone gets ready for the summer, there seems to be so much happening in Hothfield.  From 
roadworks to reggae and from choir singing to cameo opera!  And no doubt the Children’s Centre 
also will be busy.  If you are going away, do have fun, but if you will be staying in Hothfield, look out 
for the summer activities – there is so much on offer!  And please make a note of the dates of various 
activities being publicised for later in the year, including those in the Village Hall as well as various 
church events and the rather interesting Hothfield Memories display on 25 October. 
 

HOTHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL - Shirley Whittington 
 

Good News.   By the time the July issue of the Newsletter is published 
highway improvements should be underway throughout our village. Kent 
Highway Services have instructed their contractors to carry out various 
improvement work within Hothfield. This work is being done in three 
phases. Kerbs at the two bus stops are being raised to make getting on and 
off buses easier. New signs for each road into the village will be erected 
and red coloured surfaces laid to indicate speed limits. To enable some of 
the work to take place it will be necessary to close in turn each main 
road into the village. This will be done on a rolling programme around July 
24th. Only ONE main road at a time will be closed.   We have waited many 
years for these improvements. Hopefully we shall all feel safer when we are 
out and about. 

 

CHARING SCHOOL – Rosemary Olley 
July already!  So we are beginning to think about the end of this 
academic year, and making plans for the new academic year 
beginning in September!  So much to think about and do!  We say 
goodbye to twenty Year 6 pupils at the Leavers Service at 9.00 a m 
on Wednesday 23 July.  We wish them well as they move onto their 
new schools, and hope that they remember the exciting times they 
have enjoyed at Charing CE Primary School. 
 
The ten new entrants for the Reception Class in September, and their 
parents, are visiting school during the next three weeks to begin the 
process of familiarisation.  We look forward to their involvement with 
the school. 
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Recently, we have hosted a course for parents which has helped them understand how their children 
learn maths, through a range of different strategies taught.  Nine parents said what a great time they 
had, and how the course had enlightened them!  We plan to hold more courses and if you have 
children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, you will be very welcome to come and learn.  
Tea/coffee/food is supplied to feed the brain!  I will publish these courses as and when we access 
them.   
 
I trust the summer will come, and be warm and sunny as well as relaxing.  Enjoy! 
 

HOTHFIELD VILLAGE HALL – Phil Holloway 
 

Well here we go again another month is over and all 
is quiet in the Village Hall. We need to find more 
uses for the hall.  Last month I asked for anyone to 
tell us what they would like going on in the hall, I am 
sorry to say there has not been one person who 
came forward to give any suggestions how can we 
put on events that you would like and attend if you 

don't tell us what you 
would like to see or 
do.  
 
Good things come to those who wait and we hope that over the next 
few months we have been able to provide entertainment that you will 
enjoy.  Big news the Village Hall is holding a Family BBQ Day, even 
bigger news the Village Hall will be hosting a New Years Eve Party, 
we are looking to have live music and possibly a bar for the new year 
further details to follow. 

 

 WHAT’S HAPPENING IN HOTHFELD ON 25 OCTOBER? – Sheila Flynn 
 
It's the end of British Summer time and we're putting back the clocks. 
In Hothfield we will be putting the clocks back over years not just one 
hour.  The Village Hall will be hosting a display of Hothfield past and 
present. Did you know that Hothfield had its own train station? Do 
you know where the tanks were parked during the second World 
War? Were you amongst the last pupils of the school?  Come along 
on 25th October to see how we lived in the last century, and more.  
 
If you would like to join in and share your memories with us then 
please contact Chris Rogers on 624 105 or e-
mail hothfieldmemories@hotmail.com 
 

HOTHFIELD HOUSING SURGERY – Jo Wickens 
 
Area  Manager Jo Wickens is now holding a weekly drop in at the Hothfield 
Sure Start Children’s Centre starting on Tuesday 10 June between 2pm 
and 3.30pm.  This will be a chance for mums and dads using the centre, 
and any other tenants, to report any housing related queries and tell us how 
they feel things are going in the village. 

Village Hall Dates for your diary 
 
5  July   Reggae Roy 
12  July  Quiz Nite 
2  August  Family Fun BBQ Day 
6  September Race Nite 
2  September Jumble Sale 
11  October Harvest Supper 
15  November Race Nite 
31  December New Years Eve Party 



- 3 - 

ST MARGARET’S CHURCH NEWS – Sue Starkings   
 
St Margaret’s Church News  www.g7churches.co.uk 
Complied by Sue Starkings 
 
Church Services for July are as follows: 
Sunday 6 July 9.30 am Eucharist Service 
Sunday 13 July 11 am Eucharist Service 
Sunday 20 July 11 am Service Village Hall (breakfast at 10.30)  
Sunday 27 July 9.30 am Parish Communion BCP 
 

Church News 
 
FUNERALS 
Molly Doreen Evelyn Marden.  
Molly died on Friday 11 April 2008 aged 77.  Her funeral took place at Hothfield Churchyard, on 
Tuesday 6 May 2008.  
May God enfold Molly in his tender love and care. 
 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL CHOIR  
…will be coming to Hothfield Church on Saturday 26 July at 7.30pm. Entry will cost £8, with children 
under 12 slipping in for £4. 
 
WELCOME SALLY ! 
This month, we welcome The Reverend Sally Womersley to G7 and hope that she will be very happy 
with us. It is our job to love and support Sally through the next four years, so please do what you can 
to give her every encouragement.  She will be coming to 
Hothfield twice in July so please come and meet her.  She 
will be with us on 6 July and 20 July. 
 
AN ECUMENICAL SONGS OF PRAISE 
will be held on Clewards Meadow, adjacent to Charing 
Church, on Sunday 6 July. Please bring your own chair. 
We start singing at 5.00pm, following a picnic tea at 
4.30pm. Bring your own chair and picnic. Cream Teas will 
be available in The Barn. If you have a favourite hymn or 
song, please ring The Reverend Richard Webb on 714663. 
If the weather is wet, the service will be held in the Church. 
 
G7 EVENSONG 
On Sunday 6 July, the monthly G7 Evensong will be at Westwell at 6pm. This is a perfect way to end 
a summer Sunday, so why not come along? 
 
ALPHA 
Later this year, from the week beginning Monday 15 September, and continuing for the next twelve 
weeks or so, Alpha courses will be held on various nights in Charing, Hothfield and Egerton. Full 
details, and instructions about how to sign up, will be in next month’s newsletter and on the G7 
website from July. 
 



- 4 - 

A letter from the Rev Lindsay 
Hammond 
 
Dear All, 
 
The other day, the BBC aired a drama 
about the ‘sixties moral campaigner, Mary 
Whitehouse, who died in 2001. Forty years 
ago, Mary Whitehouse fought what she 
saw as a decline in television’s moral 
standards. Her targets included Dr Who 
and Pinky and Perky and so, consequently 
she became a bit of a joke. I remember 
buying a rock album in the early ‘seventies 
which contained a rather strongly worded 
song about her.  
 
Forty years on, many people are asking 
whether Mary Whitehouse was right after 
all. There are many excellent programmes 
on television, for example, but also plenty 
of programmes that make me wonder why I 
pay my licence fee. As one commentator 
put it, Mary Whitehouse ‘smelt the 
cesspool’ into which it is so easy to stumble 
thanks to an average week’s television 
output: the sheer mediocrity, the violence, 
the coarseness and the crudity of so much 

broadcasting would make Mary Whitehouse turn in her grave. It’s hard to imagine anyone today 
trying to do anything about it, and perhaps that’s because we live at a time when everything is 
allowable; if it feels good, do it. 
 

Back in 1964, Mary Whitehouse said that “If violence is constantly portrayed as normal on the 
television screen, it will help to create a violent society.” There’s no proof of this, of course, but I 
wonder if Whitehouse understood that we tend to make our decisions out of who we are and what we 
have become. Therein lies the warning and the promise. 

 
There are many things that influence us, among them the psychological and 
the social, and not always for the better. That’s why those of us who call 
ourselves Christian will heed St Paul’s encouragement to be ‘transformed by 
the renewing of our minds so that we may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect’ (Romans 12,2). We do that by 
allowing ourselves to be formed by the Bible and its values, by the traditions 
of the Christian community, and by the wisdom of Christian friends, so that 
our consciences are shaped by the Christian story and our decisions come 
out of a deep history of Christian wisdom. That’s the promise. 

 

Thirty-odd years later, I still possess that album. When I listen to the words of the song and reflect 
upon the nature of much of today’s society, I wonder whether we should have heeded Mary 
Whitehouse’s warning rather more than we did. 
 
With every good wish, Lindsay Hammond 

An Evening with David Flood  
 

and the  
 

Canterbury Cathedral 
Choristers 

 

 
St.Margaret’s Church, Hothfield 

Saturday 26th July 7.30pm 
 

The Usual Spectacular Refreshments! 
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Kent County Council Community Warden 
 

We understand that Claire Titchner, the Community Warden for Charing and Hothfield has resigned 
for personal reasons with immediate effect.   We are told that temporary cover will be provided by a 
member of the County Response Team which can be reached on 07811 272 306 until a permanent 
replacement is found.  We wish Claire well. 
 

Congratulations to Anna 
Rawlins for winning a 
Bronze Medal for ‘Best 
Floral Arrangement’ at this 
year's Chelsea Flower 
Show.  Anna, with her 

colleague, Carol Murray was representing 
Canterbury Flower Club and won her 
Medal with an arrangement with the theme 
‘Overture’. 
 

Does anyone else have 
something to celebrate?  A 
Wedding anniversary, 50th 
Birthday, passing a driving 
test, passing an exam, 
completing a course, going 

off to university?  Why not let everyone 
know?  Just tell the Editor and leave the 
rest to him!  
 
 

Bus Stop Conversations 
Waiting at the bus stop recently I was talking to a young adult about living in Hothfield.  
We had quite a chat and I was pleasantly surprised when she said that she quite likes 
Hothfield and was particularly pleased with the new games area.  Another time, when 
walking back from the Post Office I chatted to a parent who was singing the praises of 
the Children’s Centre, and on another occasion, a couple of local people were telling me 
how much they enjoyed the ‘Merry and Bright’ club.  While I was cutting the grass 

someone else stopped and asked about a rumour he’d heard about new houses in Hothfield.  We all 
lead such busy lives but isn’t it great when we find time to talk?  Chris Twydell 
 

HOTHFIELD NEWS 
 

All contributions, letters, comments etc for the newsletter should be sent to the Editor, Chris Twydell, 
at 37 Coach Drive by the 15th of each month or by email to hothfieldnewsletter@gmail.com  01233 635 
372.  If you would like to receive a copy of the newsletter by e mail, or would like a large print copy, 
please let me know.  Thanks. 
 

AND FINALLY....... 
 
……….. remember that something well done, is far better than something well said. 
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